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i n  t h e  V e r g e r s ’  G u i l d  o f  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h 

 
 

“ S e r v i c e  i n  W o r s h i p  +  W o r s h i p  t h r o u g h  S e r v i c e ”  

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend the 2004 Conference in Dallas. 
The vergers at Saint Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church have planned a 
truly Southwestern experience focusing on fellowship and liturgy.  
 Arrangements have been made with the Park Cities Hilton to house confer-
ence guests. It is within strolling distance to over 170 retail, dining, nightlife, and 
recreation destinations including boutique shopping at popular Preston Center. 
Northpark Mall, Highland Park Village, the Dallas Galleria, the Dallas Museum of 
Art, and the Nasher Sculpture Center are a short taxi ride away. 

The conference begins on Thursday, September 23rd with registration and a 
Choral Evensong at the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation. This will be followed 
by a Tex-Mex buffet complete with margueritas at a local restaurant hosted by the 
Vergers’ Guild of the Diocese of Dallas. 

The Guild’s business session will be held Friday morning along with a 
workshop on the recruiting and training of acolytes led by Verger and Acolyte 
Master, Tony Briggle. Tony has served as Acolyte Master to over 200 acolytes for 
more than 20 years and coordinates the scheduling for the 22 regularly scheduled 
services held each week at Saint Michael and All Angels. Friday afternoon we will 

(Continued on page 3) 

16TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE WITH A SOUTHWESTERN FLAIR! 

The 16th Annual Conference Awards Dinner will be held at Southfork, home of “J.R.Ewing” of 
the popular television series Dallas. 
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The Rev. Dr. Peter Gustin 
703.777.6959 

Pete@vergers.org 
 

Mike Malone, Webmaster 
573.686.4514 

Mike@vergers.org 
 

Nick Phillips, Editor 
662.423.1989 

Nick@vergers.org 

Editor’s Note 
 
 President David Jette’s column for 
this issue continues our series detailing “a day 
in the life of” a verger.  Complementing this 
will be the “Verger Profile” which will spot-
light two vergers, one fairly new to the craft 
and the other a veteran.  Hopefully, this series 
will broaden our understanding of how our 
ministry is variously defined. 
 
 The deadline for the next issue has 
been changed: for inclusion in the St. Michael 
and All Angels issue, please send material by 
August 15, 2004. 
 
 Finally, there’s good news and bad 
news: the good news is that you have been 
very responsive to my plea for information.  
The bad news is that I’ve received more than 
we can include in one issue.  Of course, mate-
rial that is not reported in this one will be car-
ried to the next issue, so please continue to 
send material. 
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tour the Greek Orthodox Church, the Cathedral of Saint Matthew, and the City of Dallas. Friday evening 
will find us at the famous Mesquite Rodeo and a Texas barbecue dinner. 
The Rev. Dr. Louis Weil will lead a 2-hour workshop on the Liturgy of Holy Week on Saturday morning. 
Dr. Weil is the James F. Hodges Professor of Liturgics at the Church School of the Pacific at Berkeley. A 
noted teacher, author, and minister, he is working on a book on Holy Week. Vergers will have time 
Saturday afternoon to enjoy Dallas’ excellent shopping, museums, and sights. 

The Awards Dinner Saturday evening will be held at Southfork. Enjoy bourbon and branch by J.R.’s 
pool, engage in a little retail therapy, and tour the Ewing mansion. We will have a wonderful dinner on the 
lawn so WEAR YOUR FANCY WESTERN DUDS! 

Sunday we will all march in procession to help Saint Michael and All Angels celebrate their pa-
tronal feast day. Dr. Weil will give the sermon. Both the parish and the diocese are excited about the confer-
ence and extend a hearty Texas welcome to everyone! Conference brochures are in the mail and on the 
website. Contact Dianne Betts if you have questions: dcbetts@airmail.net. 

 Scott Crowell, the Di-
ocesan Verger for the Diocese 
of Nevada recently served at 
the Southern Nevada Regional 
Confirmation and will be the 
Verger at Mass at the Nevada 
Diocesan Convention to be held 
in October in Hawthorne, NV. 

 
A Reminder from Secretary Dianne Betts: 

If you have not already paid your 2004  
dues, please do so now! 
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 On the Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 2, 
2004, the Very Reverend Ryan S. Reed, Cathedral 
Dean, installed Ronald J. Turner as the first verger 
for St. Vincent’s Cathedral Church in Bedford, 
Texas, pro-cathedral for the Diocese of Fort Worth.  
Dean Reed presided at the service of installation and 
the Rev. Canon Stephen W. Jones presented the can-
didate.  Verger Tom P. Jones, Director of Vergers for 
the Diocese of Fort Worth and verger at St. Timo-
thy’s, Fort Worth, vested the new verger.  Dianne C. 
Betts, Membership Secretary for the Verger’s Guild 
and verger at St. Michael and All Angels, Dallas, 
presented Ron with his virge and then with a certifi-
cate of installation from the guild.   

Pictured left to right:  The Very Rev. Ryan S. Reed, Ms. Dianne C. Betts, 
Ronald J. Turner, Tom P. Jones, The Rev. Canon Stephen W. Jones 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral, Bedford, TX, Installs First Verger 

  
 During a recent trip to San Diego, 
California, Privy Councillor Bill Gleason 
visited with Brooks Mason, Head Verger, 
and Don Mitchell, Verger and Head 
Thurifer of St. Paul’s Cathedral, San 
Diego.  “Bill gave us a new understanding 
of our ministry.  I now understand first 
hand his passion for the office that we 
hold,” said Don Mitchell. 

 
First Verger Installed at Church of St. Katherine of Alexandria, Baltimore 

Privy Councillor Visits San Diego 

 Mr.  Johnny Hall was recently 
installed as the first verger at the 
Church of St. Katherine of Alexandria 
in Baltimore, MD.  Mr. Hall, a recipient 
of the Purple Heart, has served in this 
historic church since 1987. 



Page 5 

 
 

A Pentecost Reflection 
by The Reverend Dr. Peter Gustin 

VGEC Chaplain 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 So the talk on everyone’s lips, quite rightly, is the absolute bang-up job the Washington National Cathedral vergers did on 
President Reagan’s funeral.  I watched much of it on a computer where I work; I was thrilled, as I always am, by the cathedral aco-
lytes, who are always so perfect.  I commented to my coworkers that the cathedral vergers and acolytes are the very definition of 
consistent perfection:  every service is the same.  They’re always at the top of their game, and they have set a standard that I find 
very difficult to meet week in and week out. 
 
 One of the highlights of my own ministry was a wonderful behind-the-scenes tour that Mr. Lott (the head verger at the ca-
thedral) arranged for our acolytes some years ago.  He invited us for a Sunday afternoon service, the Kirking of the Tartans, and 
when we met him in his office in the slipe, chaos was everywhere.  People dashing in and out, everyone talking and no one listen-
ing, I think the Scottish ambassador (or some very high official) showed up looking “dazed and confused,” and it looked like every-
thing was falling apart.  Mr. Lott (I just don’t have it in me to call him Steven) summoned an acolyte, and very graciously excused 
himself, asking the acolyte to continue our tour and show us to our seats in the choir. 
 
 The acolyte led us through the various sacristies, which were amazingly cluttered.  We were shocked (and secretly grati-
fied) to see acolyte vestments on the floor, old soda cans here and there, and typical teenage trash and messiness all around us.  
There were computers in kind of a lounge, where he said they were expected to do school work between processions, but usually 
played computer games instead.  He told us of one occasion when they were so wrapped up in a computer game, they missed a Gos-
pel procession.  Our acolytes were thrilled by the stories, and the grown-ups were very happy indeed to see such warm humanity 
only steps away from the very public arena of consistent perfection. 
 
 Some time later, we were treated to that unspeakably thrilling service of  Kirking, and our appreciation of the cathedral’s 
liturgy was all the more profound because of the intimate glimpse into their “private lives” we had been given.  It was the very crea-
tion of order out of chaos that the Book of Genesis so movingly describes in the creation story.  Pentecost is all about bring order 
out of chaos, about the Holy Spirit “brooding” over the chaos, and as Danforth so eloquently preached at Reagan’s funeral, about 
light overcoming darkness. 
 
 Perhaps at Pentecost – and at other times during our liturgical year – we brood more over the chaos than is completely nec-
essary.  Brooding over chaos is not really our job; it’s the Holy Spirit’s job.  Perhaps if we brooded less and listened more, and al-
lowed the Holy Spirit to show us how to dispel the chaos and darkness of our lives and ministries, we would find that happy cathe-
dral-like balance between exuberant adolescent humanity and consistent perfection. 
 
—Pete  
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News and Notes from the Church of England Guild of Vergers 
By John G.Campbell, Overseas Liason Officer, CEGV 

 
Advancing Global Citizenship was the title of a debate held in the Chapter House of Lincoln Cathedral to 

commemorate the 250th anniversary of the formation of the Royal Society of Arts. Twelve eminent people, includ-
ing a dean, a chief constable, members of the volunteer sector as well as industrialists and a director of nursing were 
set to the task of giving their views on “What the Challenge [of Advancing Global Citizenship] means to them.”  A 
challenge set before us by accident, development or design? 
  

I well remember the evening; in 1988 I first attempted to telephone the USA. Apart from misdialing, and 
getting a wrong number (in Japan) I was connected with great ease and the subsequent conversation was carried out 
with greater clarity than any local call. This was a truly amazing thing. With haste I ran from the study to the 
kitchen and said to Pauline (my wife), “Guess what I’ve just done! I’ve just spoken to America.” “What, all of it?” 
was her comment!  Since that first call and ten transatlantic trips later, calls to the USA, New Zealand, Africa and 
Australia are commonplace.  The advent of fax, e-mail, and the Internet has all made this world an increasingly 
smaller global village. 
  

Having a ten-year old son has for me been an insight into global understanding. Anyone with contact with 
the young will know that their knowledge and understanding, awareness and perhaps commitment to a global under-
standing is phenomenal. And perhaps the younger the child, the greater the awareness and commitment. Whether it 
is a famine in Africa, terrorism throughout the world, or injustices in Eastern Europe, our youngsters are aware and 
ready to understand and perhaps, more importantly, to respond in thought and action. Responding to appeals—
filling shoe boxes for Bosnian children and collecting spectacles for India mixed with television images brought by 
Blue Peter, News Round and the like—is commonplace. 
  

On the evening of the RSA debate Patrick (my ten year old) was given a task by his Cub Scout leader to 
find out some information about the Scouting Movement in the USA. This would help him gain his “Silver Award.”  
The task was no problem: an hour or so on the Internet, and e-mail to a friend in Topeka, Kansas resulted in a pack-
age of artifacts (received in less than a week) which gave him all the information he needed.  Thus, with the aid of a 
personal computer, a quality project was handed to the Scout leader. Patrick took all this in his stride.  There was no 
excitement in contacting someone on the other side of the world; it was the done thing. And for David—the friend 
in Topeka—the request was not a chore, it was a joy to be of assistance.  His friend needed help and it was gladly 
given, even to one so far away. 
  

Listening to the debate that night, one theme came to me from all the speakers; we heard of misuse of the 
world’s resources, crusades against terrorism, and man’s inhumanity to man.  These issues are all laid at our feet 
and left for us to run with or leave behind as we feel fit. Of course what can be said of the worldwide problems can 
be said of our own domestic and local situations. Walk along any city high street and not come across a ‘Big Issue’ 
seller, a figure sitting in a doorway begging with the aid of a canine friend. Look at the queues in the Social Services 
Offices, listen to Police reports about Child Abuse, the citizens of the world are here sitting on our own doorsteps.  
  

A common theme from all of the speakers that night was COMMUNICATION, although not one of them 
used the word; we cannot act if we are not told, we cannot be heard lest we tell, but perhaps most importantly when 
we hear what is said we should listen to the message so that we can act effectively – practical – prayerfully. 
  

Global or local, local or global, the problem may be global but often the solution can be local, and even 
personal.  Ask not “for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.”  
  
John G. Campbell 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
(Please print carefully) 

 
 

NAME  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
SPOUSE/GUEST: ________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY, STATE, ZIPCODE _________________________________________________ 
 
PARISH ________________________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER __________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS _______________________________________________________ 
 
CONFERENCE ONLY REGISTRATION FEES 

 
VERGERS/SPOUSES/GUESTS   $175 per person  ___________ 
 
WORKSHOPS ONLY    $10 per person  ___________ 
 
THURSDAY EVENING DINNER ONLY  $40 per person  ___________ 
 
FRIDAY EVENING DINNER ONLY  $28 per person  ___________ 
 
SATURDAY AWARDS DINNER ONLY  $40 per person  ___________   
 
TOTAL REGISTRATION FEES      ___________ 
 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 
 

Conference fees may be paid by check. Make checks payable to:  Saint Michael & All Angels.   
           Note “Vergers’ Conference” on the check. 
 
Mail this form along with your check to: 
 
 Priscilla Owen 
 Saint Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church 
 8011 Douglas at Colgate 
 Dallas, TX 75225 
 
 
 
NOTE: YOU MUST MAKE YOUR HOTEL RESERVATIONS DIRECTLY WITH THE HILTON DALLAS/
PARK CITIES.  214-368-0400. GROUP IS VERGERS’ GUILD. 
 
IF YOU MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS ONLINE, BE SURE TO PUT “VGE” IN THE GROUP CODE BOX. 
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2004 VGEC Directory Errata 
 

 
The 2004 Directory has been mailed out. Please check your listing and email Dianne Betts (dcbets@airmail.net) with any cor-
rections. If you have not received a directory email her and let her know. Below are additions and corrections to the directory. 

 
New Members 
 
Jeremy D. Wance………………………………………………………..405-226-8245 
333 Rosewood Dr.                                                                                 jwance@cox.net 
Norman, OK 73069 
St. Michael’s, Norman, Diocese of Oklahoma 
 
Craige DeMoss………………………………………………..………….615-292-0731 
1822 Lombary Avenue                                                                 DeMoss@comcast. net 
Nashville, TN 37215 
Church of the Resurrection, Franklin, Diocese of Tennessee 
 
John Doherty……………………………………………………………..515-276-7323 
4712 64th Street 
Urbandale, IA 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Des Moines, Diocese of Iowa 
 
Leni Bane…………………………………………………………………561-845-0441 
1050 Grand Bahama                                                                            lenibane@aol.com 
Singer Island, FL 33404 
St. Mark’s, Palm Beach Gardens, Diocese of  Southeast Florida 
 
Frank Gradijan…………………………………………………………….858-720-9725 
13372 Kibbings Road                                                                       Fgradija@san.cc.com 
San Diego, CA 
St. James-by-the-Sea, La Jolla, Diocese of San Diego 
 
Kieran O’Reilly…………………………………………………………..353-1-451-2093 
5 Killakee Way                                                                                      ciaran@daveor.com 
Firhouse, Dublin 24  IRELAND 
Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, Diocese of Dublin & Glendalough 
 
Andrew James Wright……………………………………………………901-624-0600 
8204 Kimbrook Drive                                                                  RosaryGuy@hotmail.com 
Germantown, TN 38138-2412 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Memphis, Diocese of West Tennessee 
 
Gloria T. Mullins…………………………………………………………850-421-3291 
10617 Woodville Hwy                                                                     Gloria@saint-john.org 
Tallahassee. FL 32305 
St. John’s, Tallahassee, Diocese of Florida 
 
 
 
Johnny Stayton……………………………………………………………870-933-2510 
2607 Cottonwood                                                                       johnnystayton@yahoo.com 
Jonesboro. AR 72401 
St. Mark’s, Jonesboro, Diocese of Arknasas 
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Leonard Wills………………………………………………………………604-856-6843 
27597-32 B Ave. 
Aldergrove, BC V4W 3J4  CANADA 
 
William T. Morris…………………………………………………………952-938-5603 
4840 Westgate Road                                                                      Morrismpls@juno.com 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 
St. David’s, Minnetonka, Diocese of Minnesota 
 
Jeffrey K. Bell………………………………………………………………904-249-3290 
2335 Oceanwalk Dr. W.                                                                    jeffbell@bellsouth.net 
Atlantic Beach, FL 32240 
Christ Episcopal Church, Ponte Vedra Beach, Diocese of Florida 
 
Corrections 
 
Frank Boimare’s email address is: fboimare@cox.net 
 
Peggy Carr’s phone number is: 214-956-9873 
 
Scott Crowell’s home city is: Las Vegas, NV 89119 
 
Bid Drake’s zip code is: 77302-5142 
 
Mary Ann Bay’s new address:  6247 Savannah Breeze Ct. Apt. 101  

Tampa, FL 33625-1103 
 
Bill Moore’s phone number is 281-350-1435. His email address is northstar37@ev1.net. 
 
Anna Scott’s new phone number 813-978-8673 
 
C. John Townsend’s new email address: vixca@adelphia.net 
 
Hugh Cameron Jackson’s new address is: 360 Main Street, Apt 202, Hartford, CT 06106-1826 
 
Diane Halstead’s zipcode is K9H 3J8 
Her email address is dianehalstead@sympatico.ca 
 
Listings by State 
 
The South Carolina Vergers are listed at the bottom of the Pennsylvania vergers. The state title needs to be added. 

 
 

Corrections to the Listings by State: 
 

Frank Peter Boimare, III   St. Augustine’s Church, Metairie, LA 
 

Edith St. John     St. John’s, Norman,OK 
 

John Charles Hartman, III   Grace Church,  Charleston, Diocese of  
South Carolina 

 
In Memorium 
 
Dr. Harold S. Lanier, Jr.    St. Luke’s, Atlanta, GA 
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A Day in the Life of David Jette, Head Verger, Trinity Church, Wall Street, NY 

 
Dear Friends and Fellow Vergers, 
 
 This issue of the Verger’s Voice continues a new feature entitled, “A Day in the Life.”  Last time we followed 
a typical day in the life of a verger at the National Cathedral in Washington.  By the time you read this we will have 
had the opportunity to witness a state funeral for former president Ronald Reagan, an event that has not taken place 
since the death of Lyndon Johnson.  As is the case for so many national events that take place in this sacred space, the 
National Cathedral vergers offer their ministry quietly and with great dignity, a model for all of us.   
 
 Nick Phillips our editor has asked me to summarize a typical day as head verger of the Parish of Trinity 
Church and St. Paul’s Chapel in New York.  I have been on the Trinity Staff since April, 1985 which may seem like a 
long tenure.  However, our parish was founded by royal charter in 1697 and two of our seventeen rectors each served 
almost fifty years in that office.  Obviously history is profoundly a part of our identity as a parish of the Episcopal 
Church.  As a historian by training perhaps I am serving in just the right place.   
 
 I am not a New Yorker by birth, hailing from northern Vermont and having grown up in St. Albans, a small 
town south of the Canadian border in the Lake Champlain valley.  Accordingly I am a graduate of the University of 
Vermont (class of 1972—you do the math!) and began my vocation as a verger at the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Burlington, Vermont.  My acceptance of the position 
at Trinity occasioned my journey to New York and I have never looked back.   
 
 My job at Trinity has three components with lots of overlap.  Like most verg-
ers, worship responsibilities occupy a lot of my time.  I am responsible for every ser-
vice detail seven days a week. I am assisted by an assistant verger and at present by a 
part time seminarian from the General Theological Seminary who is working with us 
for course credit.  We arrange books, vestments, hangings and vessels and format 
each proper lesson as well as run sound and lights for every service.  We keep a very 
full liturgical calendar observing every feast day which involves frequent vestment 
and frontal changes in the course of an average week.  I also pick the weekday hymns 
for our daily Eucharist.  My second responsibility is centered on Trinity’s ministry of 
hospitality.  This involves training and scheduling of docents who serve as tour 
guides and volunteers for our welcome center which functions also as a gift shop.  I will often schedule myself for 
special tours and we make ourselves available to answer questions posed by many of the thousands of people who 
enter our doors.  We also provide “front line contact” with those requesting assistance.  We manage a small petty cash 
account for this purpose and regularly assist people directly or make referrals to local support agencies.  My third job 
responsibility is administrative.  I supervise three employees and provide budget oversight for a large number of 
church related expenditures.  Although I am not accountable directly for building maintenance a significant portion of 
my time is directed to maintenance issues from light bulbs to sound systems and church signage.  We also answer 
approximately 35 phone calls a day and receive at least that many emails. My participation in the Vergers’ Guild is 
supported and encouraged by Trinity Church.   
 
 So what is an average day like?  Well the first point to make is that no two days are alike and thinking on 
one’s feet is an unwritten part of the job description!  All of us can relate to that.  Today is Monday, June 7 and I am 
working alone as my assistant is off on Mondays and Tuesdays and our seminarian is attending a homiletics work-
shop.  I arrived at Trinity at 7:30 a.m. one half hour after opening.  Do I first make sure everything is in order for 
Morning Prayer?  NO way!  First I make a pot of coffee.  That done, I make a tour of the church to make sure every-
thing is in order from heat and air conditioning to votive candles (we go through about 500 each day)  and to also 
make sure the sanctuary lamp is replaced as we have a 24 hour rather than a seven day lamp.  I also make sure we 
have ample supplies of parish program brochures, post cards and tract literature.  My survey will usually result in as 
many as five or six emails from me to our maintenance staff and other colleagues.  Next I make sure everything is 
ready for Morning Prayer and prepare to lead the service if the lay officiant fails to appear.   Following Morning 
Prayer, I open the verger’s safe to retrieve the Sunday offering and the cash drawer for the welcome center in order to 
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deliver the former to other staff who do the accounting and to set up the latter for the day’s sales.  At the end of the 
day I will account for all sales, balance the cash drawer, and make sure everything is ready for tomorrow’s opening.    
I serve on what we call our “All Hands Team” a group of staff who plan staff wide events.  We are preparing for our 
early summer outing that this year will include a boat trip up the Hudson to Yankee Stadium for an afternoon game. 
Our new rector, Dr. Jim Cooper, is an avid baseball fan and we want to fete his new ministry with us in grand style.   
I just returned from a planning meeting sorting out tee shirts for everybody (185 people), Yankee tickets, and lunch 
vouchers.  This afternoon I will help distribute the shirts to everybody.   
 
 It is now late morning and I have arranged for two tours of Trinity later in the summer and have at least 
glanced at the 27 emails that came through since Sunday afternoon.  Many of these come to me through the verger’s 
V list and I am grateful to follow the various threads of our conversations. In addition to setting up everything we 
need for the noon Eucharist I need to mark four hymn boards and retrieve the intercession slips from the prayer box 
for inclusion in today’s Prayers of the People.  The generic forms are all on computer with plenty of spaces left blank 
for the names of those who are sick, in special need, desiring prayers of thanksgiving or prayers for the departed.  Our 
celebrant today is the Rev. Vincent Abisi a priest from Ghana who ministers in the diocese of New York.  He always 
arrives extra early; something I really appreciate.  Our lay reader is a parishioner who also volunteers in the welcome 
center.  Following the service I re-set everything for Tuesday’s celebration and make sure the vessels are properly 
cleaned and secured.  It is now well after 1:00 p.m. and I need to get a bit of lunch so I can be back in case our sched-
uled docent for the 2:00 tour doesn’t make it.  With many visitors especially during the summer months we almost 
always have at least 10-25 people for the daily tour.   
 
 After the tour I will carve some time to return phone calls, check email and begin composing Sunday’s 
Prayers of the People.  We do not follow strictly any of the standard Prayer Book forms preferring to freely adapt tak-
ing into consideration that portion of the Anglican Communion assigned to that Sunday, concerns in the world, the 
nation and city as well as those in our parish family in need of prayer.  We will include a prayer for travelers as Trin-
ity’s summer congregation has increasingly large numbers of out of town visitors.  If there is time this afternoon I 
will begin formatting Sunday’s proper as well.  I am well on the way of getting every daily proper and all the Sunday 
readings on disc properly formatted for easy reading.  Ah the wonders of computers.   On my way to lunch I notice 
that the newly planted beds of annuals in the churchyard need weeding badly.  I’ve made a mental note.   
 
 It’s now 2:45 and our docent was on time for the tour.  That allowed me to return two phone calls, pick up 
several invoices that need to be processed for payment, and answer ten emails.  Now I will distribute tee shirts to five 
Trinity departments for this week’s outing to Yankee Stadium. . .   Okay, I’m back from several departmental visita-
tions.  More phone calls to return.  We also have had two requests for help.  A woman asked to make a confession 
requiring the presence of a priest.  This is a request we get quite regularly and there is always a priest on call to han-
dle this type of pastoral need.  The other was from a young man who obviously had been on the street for several 
days and needed a change of clothes, shelter and food.  Sometimes the details of the stories we hear have an all too 
familiar ring but his need in my view was genuine. I gave him a small amount of cash and a referral to John Heuss 
House, a local drop in center that Trinity sponsors for the homeless and substance dependent. It is named for one of 
our great 20th century rectors.  
 
 It is nearing 5:00 p.m. and I have about run out of steam.  Sunday’s proper and the Prayers of the People will 
have to wait until tomorrow morning.  I have a ten minute walk to the Staten Island Ferry followed by a pleasant 25 
minute ride across New York Harbor.  I am currently engrossed in a wonderful book I’m reading a second time, 
Thunder at Twilight, Vienna, 1913/1914 by Frederic Morton.  Should you think that our time is uniquely fraught with 
danger and rumor of war, this period in the history of Western and Central Europe was truly dysfunctional in its al-
most total denial of the horrific carnage about to be unleashed.  Once I get home a turn in the garden before dinner 
might be just the thing.   
 
The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended, the darkness falls at thy behest; to thee our morning hymns ascended, thy praise 
shall sanctify our rest.  (Hymn 24, stanza 1)   
  
Blessings, 
David 
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Verger Profile: Kent Wingerson 
 
 

 
 POSITION/CHURCH/SIZE: Cathedral Verger, Finance & 
Facilities Manager at Grace Cathedral, Topeka, Diocese of Kan-
sas. The parish has 650 members. 
 
 YEARS AS VERGER: I first trained with Charles Agneau 
at Grace Cathedral, San Francisco in 1984. Since then, I’ve been 
fortunate to train with vergers at Lincoln Cathedral, Washington 
Cathedral, Cathedral of S. John the Divine, S. Paul’s Cathedral, 
London & Westminster Abbey. Most of the last 20 years, I’ve 
been employed full time at Grace Cathedral. 
 
 FAMILY: I married Kelly Wadsworth in 1979, making this is our 25th anniversary year. We have 
two sons, Jason (21) and David (14). All are active in music and acolyte ministries at Grace Cathedral. 
 
 HOBBIES: Camping, Computers, Vespa scooters, Tennis, Dave Brubeck jazz, Organ & Choral 
recordings 
 
          FAVORITE QUOTE: The refrain from “My Back Pages” by Bob Dylan – “Ah, but I was so much 
older then, I’m younger than that now.” And, from the W. Somerset Maugham story The Verger: “Good 
God, man, what would you be now if you had been able to (read)?” “I can tell you that sir,” said Mr. 
Foreman, a little smile on his still aristocratic features. “I’d be verger of S. Peter’s, Neville Square.”  
 
          LAST BOOK READ: “Servanthood” by The Rt. Rev. Bennett J. Sims 
 
 REASON FOR BECOMING A VERGER: I always felt a call to church ministry, but wasn’t sure 
how that might work outside of ordination. Having much experience in operations type work, it was a 
natural to combine that with my liturgical experience and dedication to the church. 
 

MOST MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE AS VERGER: There are so many… Evensong at Grace 
Cathedral, San Francisco with Archbishop Desmond Tutu; Consecrations of 3 bishops for the Diocese of 
Kansas; Ordinations at Lincoln Cathedral; Evensong for Bishop Paul Moore’s retirement in the Diocese 
of New York; live telecasts on Christmas Eve; Celebrations of New Ministry for 3 Cathedral Deans; 
many VGEC and CEGV conferences; countless weddings & funerals. Through the years, my duties with 
the acolytes have allowed me to interact with many young people. Watching them grow and mature is a 
blessing. 

 
MY ADVICE TO A NEW VERGER: Easily available resources are plentiful now compared to 

1984 when I was beginning. Get started with the VGEC training course. The efforts put into this program 
will greatly benefit your ministry. If possible, attend the annual conferences to learn and network with 
others in this wonderful ministry. 
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 Verger Profile: Hank Williams 
 
 
 
 POSITION/CHURCH/SIZE: Verger at Christ Church Cathe-
dral, Diocese of Fredericton, Fredericton,New Brunswick Canada. I 
am not sure about the size but I think we have 400 families on the 
congregational list. We average about 40 to 50 to the 8:00 a.m. ser-
vice (no music, always BCP and at the high altar), 175 to 225 at the 
10:00 a.m. service where we alternate between BCP and BAS and 
the use of the high altar versus the nave portable altar, and about 80 
to 85 at the 11:45 a.m. "Come Worship" contemporary service. 

 
 
 YEARS AS A VERGER:  Verger since July 1,2001 
 
 FAMILY: None , other than Harry D. Cat , my  favourite "furson". 
 
 HOBBIES: Reading, walks, listening to music, cooking, doing calligraphy, and studying for-
eign languages.  Fluent in French, can read Hebrew (so long as the vowel points are there!), can "get 
by" in Spanish and German, as well I have my "O" Levels for adult learners of Welsh from Great  
Britain. 
 
 FAVORITE QUOTE: 1."Other than that Mrs. Lincoln, how was the play?"  2."A verger is only 
as good as the task that he or she is not seen performing". 

 
 LAST BOOK READ:  Steven Saylor's "A Mist of Prophecy" 
 
 REASON FOR BECOMING A VERGER:  The job of cathedral verger was being shared by a 
local man who moved away and a university student who decided he didn't like the  job any more. 
Since I had experience in processions after 22 years in the choir, the dean invited  me to do the job. 
I'm glad he did. 
 
 MOST MEMORABLE  EXPERIENCE AS VERGER: A  toss-up between the possibility of 
being presented to the Queen on her last visit to the province (unfortunately she didn't come to church) 
and a wedding where the soloist's grandmother lost her upper plate and guess who found it! 
 
 MY ADVICE TO A NEW VERGER: It is a wonderful job to be able to serve God, the mem-
bers of the congregation and the clergy. Learn well as you are trained, never stop learning and enjoy 
every minute of the  job because it is truly a great task being performed. 
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