
Volume Nr Issue 2 

ORdinaRy Tuner 2002 

The Ve~tqeR' s Vozce 
m rbe EpiscopaL Cbuncb OF rbe Umre~ Srares op AmenJCa 

~~s~~tvl4:~ rhnouqb Wonsh1p + Wonsb1p rbnougb S~ItvJcel'l' 

Georgians Celebrate Reorganization of 
The Mark Emory Graham Chapter of the VGEC 

By Jerry M. Shea, Verger 
St. Luke's Church, Atlanta, Georgia 

Atlanta, Georgia-- On Saturday, May 25, Vergers represent
ing parishes from the diocese met at All Saints in Atlanta as 
the Mark Emory Graham Chapter of the Vergers' Guild of 
the Episcopal Church. The Chapter is named in memory of 
Mark Graham who served All Saint's Church on West 
Peachtree for many years as Verger and Liturgist until his 
death a few years ago. Mark Graham along with the late 
Mark Stevens of St. Bartholomew's Church on La Vista Road 
were very instrumental in organizing the Atlanta Chapter. 
The local Guild has been somewhat dormant in recent years 
since the deaths of both Mr. Graham and Mr. Stevens. 

After celebrating Eucharist with Rector Geoffrey Hoare, the 
group toured the church, then met to approve by-laws for 
the organization, and elected officers. The following persons 
agreed to serve either one or two year terms: Ken 
Medernach, Chair (St Luke's, Atlanta); David McCaleb, 
Vice-Chair (Sts Peter & Paul, Marietta); Roger Lamb, 
Secretary (St Clement's, Canton); Bruce Garner, Treasurer 
(All Saints, Atlanta); Michael Campion, 
Training Officer (St James, Marietta); 
Nedra Wick, Publicity Officer (All Saints, 
Atlanta); and Susan Grimes, Member at 
Large (StJames, Marietta). Chapter mem
bership is open to persons who perform 
the duties of Verger for a parish in the dio
cese either officially or unofficially. The 
next meeting is scheduled for September 
21 at a location to be announced. 

Last January, a group of vergers met to 
discuss a proposed reorganization of the 
Chapter. The meeting was held in the 
Parish Hall of Atlanta's historic St. Luke's 
Church at 435 Peachtree Street. 

Columbus, Fort Valley, Clarksville, Oakwood, and the 
immediate metro area. One of the Vergers came all the way 
from Pass Christian, MS. 

Atlanta's own newly consecrated Bishop, The Right 
Reverend J. Neil Alexander, celebrated a service of Holy 
Eucharist. The Bishop was attended by The Reverend Jim 
Key-Rees as Deacon, a recently ordained priest in our 
Diocese who serves The Church of the Epiphany in Decatur. 

Speaker for the meeting was The Honorable William 
Hooper Gleason, Privy Counselor and Founding President of 
the Guild, of The Church of the Resurrection in Franklin, 
TN. Everyone enjoyed discussions of the duties and respon
sibilities along with some history of the office of Verger. 
Lincoln Cathedral in England has a recorded history of 
Clergy and Vergers dating back to the 13th century. + 
[Photos from the organizational meeting are inside ... ] 

Approximately 40 vergers and some that 
were interested in learning about becom
ing vergers in their respective parishes 
were in attendance. The day began with 
coffee and conversation among those 
who traveled from all around the Diocese 
of Atlanta. Attendees came from 

(Front Row): Ken Medernach, St. Luke's, Atlanta; Lynn Randolph, All Saints, 
Atlanta; David McCaleb, Sts. Peter & Paul, Marietta; Nedra Wick, All Saints, 
Atlanta; Bob Rapp, Our Savior, Atlanta; Susan Grimes, St James, Marietta. (Back 
Row): Bruce Garner, All Saints, Atlanta; Griff Roberts, Sts. Peter & Paul, Marietta; 
Roger Lamb, St. Clements, Canton; The Rev. Geoffrey Hoare, Rector, All Saints, 
Atlanta; Jim Wilbur, Holy Family, Jasper; Lane Brown, St. James, Marietta; Michael 
Campion, St. James, Marietta; Jerry Adams, Holy Spirit, Cumming. 



VGEC President's Message 
Ordinary Time, 2002 

by David Jette, Verger 
Trinity Wall Street, New York, NY 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

At the end of May it was my privilege to participate in the annual acolyte festi
val for the Diocese of Southeast Florida hosted by St. Gregory's Church, Boca 
Raton. Nearly 300 acolytes from dozens of parishe were in attendance repre
senting the wonderful diversity of this part of our church. Under Walter Stuart's 
expert direction and assisted by St. Gregory's assistant vergers Richmond Jones 
and Susan Mainwaring, our day was filled with activities. Rather than present a 
series of standard acolyte workshops Walter asked me to talk about the post 9-
11 ministry of Trinity Church and St. Paul's Chapel. In collaboration with John 
.... a St. Gregory's parishioner and the director of a Miami based search and 
rescue company we had the opportunity to share our very different experiences. 
John told us of his work in the midst of ground zero as part of the massive search 
and rescue following the terrorist attack while I shared a bit of St. Paul's Chapel 
ministry of hospitality to those engaged in the relief effort. The day's working 
title, "Does your ministry end at the altar?" became the focus. 

Vergers, like acolytes, are often viewed as ministers exclusively associated with 
worship and the things of the altar. To borrow a page from the prophets of the 
social gospel, it is my firm belief that our ministry is truly lived out after we leave 
the relative safety of the sanctuary and sacristy. The way we relate to each other 
in the context of liturgical preparation and worship itself to be authentic needs 
to anchor and support the way we operate as ministers of the Good News in the 
world outside the church walls. 

The Baptismal Covenant we recite together every time the church gathers to cel
ebrate the rites of Christian initiation is rightly concerned with more than 
church attendance. Though the church's baptismal creed is a model of ortho
doxy, our covenant with God is not merely based on correct thinking. If we truly 
believe the tenets of our faith then to paraphrase the Prayer Book we will joy
fully seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourselves and 
will strive for justice and peace among all people, respecting the dignity of every 
human being. Memorizing the creed is easy, living it out is the way of the cross. 

Vergers are called to live in both worlds. We photograph very well in the context 
of the altar, the very image of dignity and poise but much of the time even in 
our regalia we are often seen flying from one part of the church to the next 
attending to any number of tasks that make worship as we love it possible. In a 
recent visit to a cathedral in the western part of the country I was asked to walk 
in the procession just as a kind of spear carrier. The verger who organized the 
acolytes and other lay ministers spent about 10 minutes before the service walk
ing us through the liturgical details both ordinary and special for that day. As 
every detail was explained what struck me was the caring and loving manner of 
its presentation. Here was a person who knew what ministry was all about. 

While traveling this summer I invite you to seek out the neighborhood church 
wherever you are as a newcomer ready to experience anew the peace of God that 
passes all understanding. God bless you all. 

Faithfully, 

David Jette 
President 

++ + 
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Verging Out and Verging In: It's All About Gates 
by Rev. Dr. Peter Gustin, VGEC Associate Chaplain 

The parish I served was "special", in the sense that all parishes 
are "special". But mine was special enough that after twelve 
years, it became apparent that the parish would be better 
served with another rector. That's pretty "special", I guess: real
izing that the community of faith you love and serve is better 
off with someone else brings new meaning to that wonderful 
word, "special". So I left and wished them well. 

So what? What does any of this have to do with me, a verger? 
Read on, dear friend. It's a very strange thing to be "kept" by a 
parish, to have one's house and utilities and day-to-day exis
tence seen to by an often invisible army of accountants, repair 
people, garden~rs, and t~.: .. ~~~~.' .. Sud~~.~~~~ .. ~~en God says it's 
over, they all disappear ..... .. ....... poof.. .......... .. 

So spouse and I are driving around, more or less aimlessly, 
looking for a new place to live and move and have our being. 
We stumble upon an enormous and very glamorous high-rise 
building, and I am drawn to it. It is gorgeous. Then we see the 
gates. "The gates," I say to spouse, "are for people like us." 
Immediately in front of the gates to this complex is a turn-off 
in the road. "The turn-off," I say to spouse, "is for people like 
us." We get close enough to discover that we don't belong here. 

Spouse, not surprisingly, gets a job teaching within minutes of 
The Gates. Me? I get blown off by parish after parish. No one 
has any use for me; my gifts, my talents, my whatever. The 
Gates lock more tightly, and I treat God as local parishes treat 
me -- as "special," but not what the doctor ordered. Thanks, but 
no thanks. 

Suddenly, after countless hours and miles spent seeking hous
ing for the jobless and homeless, after facing pair after pair 

after pair of locked gates for "people like us," we had to make a 
move. We could no longer be the deer caught in headlights. 
We had to go for it or go for the ghetto, which held its own "spe
cial" appeal, but for me alone. Not for spouse. 

The very gates we saw at the beginning of our search opened, 
and we bravely entered, expecting complete rejection and 
ridicule. Spouse really wanted to live within Those Gates. We 
filled out the paperwork, we waited, we bemoaned our 
abysmal credit record, we faced the fact that I had no job, and 
soon the Lady came. "Welcome," she said. "We're so glad to 
have you living with us." 

By the sheer grace of God, we are to live within The Gates, the 
very gates built to keep people like us out. We certainly can't 
afford it, and we're not like the "special" people within The 
Gates, but on July 6, we will live among them by the grace of 
God. And me jobless! Go figure. 

I bring all of this up because we all have Gates in our lives and 
in our ministries. Our sacred trust is to protect those Gates, but 
sometimes God invites the most unlikely people to pass 
through and live within the very thing we are charged with 
protecting. I am one of those people. Will you verge me in or 
verge me out, where I "belong"? 

Soon we will converge in Denver to consider the pastoral, the 
personal, implications of our ministries. It seems to come down 
to gates, and their function in our lives. I have some first hand 
experience in feeling locked out and in feeling welcomed in, by 
the same gates. It could be that we have some stuff to talk 
about together in Denver. 

+++ 

News from the Vesturer of Canterbury Cathedral 
by David Harper, Verger 
Canterbury Cathedral, Canterbury, England 

Canterbury, England -- We can all say that we had a 
busy time during Holy Week, but at Canterbury it has 
been rather relentless of late. As a starting diversion I 
went with the Archdeacon of Canterbury, the Venerable 
Patrick Evans, to Lincoln Cathedral, on the eve of Palm 
Sunday, to virge him at the installation of their new 
Bishop. The Archdeacon is the senior Archdeacon in the 
Canterbury Province and he takes the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's mandate to the Dean of the new Bishop's 
Cathedral and then actually places the Bishop in 
his Cathedra. 

Holy week had a different dimension this year for three 
reasons: Firstly, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was com
ing on Maundy Thursday to distribute Maundy Money 
to 7 6 men and 7 6 women. This is the development of 

Christ's washing of the disciples' feet. Originally the 
Monarch would wash feet (although several others had 
washed these feet immediately prior to the Monarch 
doing it) and give these poor people a bolt of cloth and 
food. Many years ago the change was made to the giving 
of specially minted Maundy money (consisting of silver 
1, 2, 3, and 4 pence coins) and ordinary money in lieu of 
the goods. The number of recipients equals the age of the 
monarch and each comes from within any Christian 
church in the Diocese of Canterbury. The are selected on 
the following criteria: 1) they must be over 70 years old; 
2) they must of carried out many years of otherwise 
unrecognised service to their church or community; 3) 
they should be of limited means; 4) only one person in a 
family may receive. 
... this article is continued on page 10 ... 
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St. Mary's Episcopal Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
Celebrates the Installation of first Verger 

By Jack Laskowski, Verger 
St. Mary's Episcopal Church, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Albuquerque, New Mexico -- Jack Laskowski was 
installed as St. Mary's first verger on May 19, 2002. This 
ministry is new to St. Mary's, and was greeted with 
much interest and enthusiasm from parishioners and 
clergy alike. 

Presenting Jack to the Rev. Robert Nagiel, Rector, was 
the Rev. Sam Stearns, the Rev. Kathy Champney and 
Patty Soukup, verger, Cathedral of St. John, which also 
located in Albuquerque. 

Following the examination of the candidate, the sym
bols representing the office of verger were blessed by the 
Rev. Nagiel. The principal vestment, a black gown, was 
presented by Rev. Stearns. Patty Soukup presented 
black tippets with chevrons and badges. One of the 
badges is the VGEC gown badge, and the other badge 
is the Compass Rose, symbolizing the Anglican 
Communion. The virge was presented by Rev. 
Champney. Rev. Nagiel commissioned Jack and Verger 
of St. Mary's Cpiscopal Church by presenting him his 
VGEC certificate. 

Jack is looking forward to his new ministry. There will 
be many new challenges and experiences ahead. Jack's 
original promise as Acolyte Master, to himself and to 
the Lord, remains unchanged. That promise is to 11 offer 
to God a service of praise and dignity with appropriate 
beauty and pageantry". + 

Jack Laskowski, Verger, St. Mary's Episcopal Church 

(L -R): Rev. Kathy Champney, Patty Soukup, Rev. Robert Nagiel, Rector, 
Jack Laskowski, and Rev. Sam Stearns. 
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January Formation Meeting of the Mark Emory Graham Chapter in Atlanta (see story, p. 1): Approximately 40 verg
ers attended, from the metro area, Columbus, Fort Valley, Clarksville, Oakwood, and Pass Christian, MS. Also attend
ing were The Right Reverend J. Neil Alexander, The Reverend Jim Key-Rees, The Honorable William Hooper Gleason, 
Privy Counselor and Founding President of the Guild. 

BCD Designs 
Custom Needlepoint Designs 

Hand painted needlepoint canvases 
designed to compliment your sanctuary 

Custom kneeler, cushion, stole, 
parament, and banner designs 

Professional finishing of new 
work and refurbushment of 
soiled or damaged kneelers 

We have twelve years experience in the 
full life cycle of ecclesiastical needle
point and excellent references. 

Contact VGEC member Bid Drake at: 
1-800-358-7061 or 936-756-3566 
or Email BDrake@BCDdesigns.com 

- 5 -

(1-r): Bill Gleason, Bishop J. Neil Alexander, and Ken 
Medernach, newly elected President of the newly 
reorganized Mark Emory Graham Chapter of the 
VGEC (see story p.l). 
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XIV National Conference of the Vergers' Guild of the Episcopal Church 
September 5 - 8, 2002 

The Cathedral of St. John in the Wilderness 

By Barry Bowman, Dean's Verger 
The Cathedral of St. John in the Wilderness, Denver, Colorado 

The 14th Annual Conference of the VGEC will be held 
September 5-8, 2002, in Denver, Colorado. The host church 
will be The Cathedral of St. John in the Wilderness, also 
referred to as St. John's Cathedral. 

Barry Bowman, Host Verger, and many others are working 
diligently to assure that every attending verger feels wel
come at this annual affair, and that everyone marks the 
Denver conference as one that is not to be missed! 

Most of the Conference activities are to be held at the con
ference hotel, The Warwick Hotel. Conference attendees 
should be sure and make your own reservations (details 
about the hotel are included below in this article). 

The Conference Fee is $190 per person. Checks should be 
made payable to Saint John's Cathedral (memo: VGEC 
Conference). Mail to: Saint John's Cathedral, Attn: VGEC 
Conference, 1350 Washington Street, Denver, CO 80203. 

HELP is on the Way! 
A new and better -- and certainly easier -- way 
to buy your parish's maintenance and cleaning 
supplies, kitchen and laundry needs, office 
supplies and lots more. 

john Williams, a VGEC Charter Member, is part 
of a network of businessmen affiliated with a 
catalog warehouse company with a huge web 
site. 

Help your parish save time & money by 
introducing this service. Order 24/7 on-line or 
by toll-free 800 number-- with delivery to your 
door and 100% satisfaction guarantee. A 
terrific service for smaller or non-urban parishes 
not near supply houses. 

Call, write, or e-mail for a free catalog and 
service description: 

John Williams 
W.F.E. 

19 Dartford Ave., St. louis, MO 63105 
314-725-8159 -- JTW19@QuixNet.Net 
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The Warwick Hotel is located at 17 7 6 Grant Street; Denver, 
CO 80203-1211. The telephone number is (303)861-2000. 
The website is www.warwickhotels.com 

Hotel Rates for September 5 - 8 conference attendees will be 
$99 single or double, and $129 Corner Suite. 

The Warwick is an intimate hotel. It has recently under
gone a $20 million renovation that transformed it into one 
of Denver' finest hotels. The guestrooms have many 
amenities including refrigerators, wet bars, dining tables, 
and luxurious marble bathrooms. The hotel features a 
restaurant, bar, spacious lobby, roof-top heated swimming 
pool, and health club. The Vergers' Guild has reserved the 
Presidential Suite to accommodate the conference hospi
tality lounge. The location is within walking distance of the 
Cathedral (seven blocks) and four blocks from downtown 
Denver. Transportation is convenient. For guests who wish 
to extend their stay in Denver, the Warwick will offer con
ference rates three days and after the scheduled conference. 

It is the understanding of the Warwick that each guest will 
arrange his or her own room reservation. To be certain that 
reservations are confirmed, please call the hotel directly at 
(303) 861-2000 or (800) 525-2888 Monday - Friday 8:00 
am to 5:30 pm Mountain Daylight Time or you may also 
register on-line by visiting the hotel's web site. Guests can 
also fax their requests to (303)832-0320. When making 
reservations, please identify yourself as part of the 
National Episcopal Verger Conference and have a credit 
card ready to guarantee a reservation. All reservations 
must be received by August 5, 2002. 

Limited parking is available at the hotel. Special daily rates 
of $10.00 for self-parking and valet 
parking have been arranged for guests, who should advise 
the attendant that they are part of the group. 

Check In time is 3:00pm; Checkout time is 12:00 pm. The 
hotel understands the need of many guests to check out 
after the Holy Eucharist on Sunday, September 8, and will 
do its best to accommodate them. 

The hotel understands that each guest will be responsible 
for his or her room, taxes, and incidental charges. 
Exemption from tax may apply if the paying entity is tax 
exempt and pays for room nights. A copy of the tax 



ID certificate must be submitted to the hotel accounting 
department as well as the guest names and dates of the 
visit. 

Cancellation of reservations must be made 48 hours prior 
to the date of arrival. A charge amounting to the first 
night's room rate and applicable taxes will be assessed for 
the individual cancellation made within 48 hours prior to 
arrival. 

If you are flying, the Denver International Airport's website 
is www.flydenver.com. Super Shuttle is recommended from 
Denver International Airport to the Warwick Hotel. 
Currently the rate is $18.00 one way; $32 round-trip. For 
reservations call (303)370-1300. Taxis are approximately 

$40 to $50 one way from Denver International to down
town Denver. 

Colorado weather is a special treat; early September is usu
ally warm and balmy along the Front Range of the Rocky 
Mountains. However, Front Range weather can be unpre
dictable, so be wise and pack a few warmer items along 
with your shorts and t-shirts! To find out more about the 
weather and the city of Denver, visit www.denver.org. 

Your hosts look forward to seeing as many vergers as can 
possibly attend. We guarantee you an unforgettable expe
rience that will set new standards in "mountain hospitali
ty" ... and, as always a very enjoyable opportunity to get 
together for food, fun, and fellowship! + 

You are cordially invited to attend the 14th Annual VGEC Conference 
in Denver, Colorado, September 5 - 8, 2002 

Conference Agenda 

Thursday, September 5 
Afternoon Registration at the Hotel 
4:00 pm Reception at the Cathedral's Garth 
5:00pm Vesting for Evensong 
5:30 pm Solemn Choral Evensong with the Vergers in Procession 
6:30 pm Garden Buffet hosted by the vergers of Saint John's Cathedral 

Friday, September 6 
8:30 am Morning Prayer, Saint Martin's Chapel 
9:00 am Continental Breakfast, Dagwell Hall 
9:30 am Annual Meeting 
12:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
12:30 pm Lunch on Own 
3:00 pm A Rocky Mountain High Adventure -Dinner in the Mountains 

Saturday, September 7 
8:30 am Morning Prayer, Saint Martin's Chapel 
9:00 am Continental Breakfast 
9:30 am Workshop: The Pastoral Responsibilities of a Verger 
12:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
12:30 pm Lunch on your own and afternoon is free 
6:00 pm Reception at the Cathedral's Garth 
7:00 pm Annual Banquet, 
Speaker: The Very Reverend Peter Eaton, Rector and Dean of the Cathedral 

Sunday, September 8 
8:30 am Vesting and Photographs 
10:00 am Festival Choral Eucharist 
The Right Reverend W. Jerry Winterrowd, Bishop of Colorado, Celebrant 
11:30 am Reception on the Cathedral Grounds and Saint John's Ministries Fair 
12:30 pm Conference Ends 

- 7 -

Conference Fee: $190.00. 

Please mail your check to: VGEC Conference, c/o 
Saint Joh n's Cathedral, 1350 Washington Street, 
Denver, CO 80203. 

The dead line for conference applications is 
Monday, August 5, 2002. 

For more information about the conference 
please visit www.vergers.org. 



Raleigh Rollason Convocation of Vergers 
Celebrate the Installation of Loretta Beynon 

at St. Stephen's Parish, Coconut Grove, Florida 

By Russell Corbett, Verger 
St. Stephen's Parish, 
Coconut Grove, Florida 

Coconut Grove, Florida -- Sunday, 
May 5th, was a joyous occasion at 
St. Stephen's Parish, Coconut Grove, 
as the newest member of the 
Diocese of South East Florida's 
Raleigh Rollason Convocation of 
Vergers was installed there. Loretta 
Beynon has been an active member 
of the parish since 1963 and has 
spent these years serving in the 
choir, as parish secretary, on the 
altar guild and as acolyte. Loretta 
has been acting as verger on feast 
days and at special services as she 
awaited the installation. 

The Rev. Wilifred Allen-Faiella, 
Rector, said, "Loretta is a stalwart 
member of St. Stephen's and has 
been so for many years. She is utter
ly dependable and I know I can 

(L -R): Russell Corbett; Margaret (Meg) Clements, Verger at Trinity 
Cathedral; Loretta Beynon. 

count on her Sunday to Sunday and 
also for unexpected liturgical needs that arise (such as 
funerals which of course have little advance notifica
tion). Loretta is always there, always cheerful, always 
ready to serve. She embodies the Ministry of the 
Verger. Loretta is partially responsible for my being at 
St. Stephen's: two years ago when I was in this diocese 
as a candidate for Bishop, Loretta and two other 
women from St. Stephen's attended one of the presen
tations and came up to me afterwards to say, "we're 
looking for a rector." Those words helped plant a seed 
in my own discernment process." 

Of the Ministry of Verger, Pastor Willie had this to say, 
"I am only newly encountering the Ministry of Vergers; 
my former two dioceses were not so blessed. What a 
wonderful ministry this is! The vergers I have met 
since coming to Southeast Florida clearly have a keen 
love of the Church and dedication to our liturgy and 
worship. They are a tremendous example to all of us. 
I am enjoying working with vergers and look forward 
to learning more about this ancient and important 
ministry. Thank you all for all that you do!" + 
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Verger's Regalia 
Full Color leaflet 

Now Available 
•••••••••••••••• 

We offer a truly extensive range of verger apparel 
to our usual unique quality with creative designs and 
a determination to supply Verger Guild members 
with the highest standard of personal service. 
As most Verger Guild members know, we offer Guild 
members a 10% discount on all verger's apparel 
including Processional Wands. To show our support 
we also give a 5% commission to the Guild on all 
guild member orders. 
Please call or write for our leaflet and support the 
Vergers Guild when you order. 

J WIP
. ·PELL· . . & co•MY l Mi ll St. (PO Box 468). Branchville, NJ 07826 

[m Phone: (973) 948·2134/2144 
t · t Toll Free Sales: 1·877-WIPPELL 
---------- - (1-877-947-7355) 

II" • b . r ...... ll Toll Free Fax: 1·800-SCLERGY 
rtstf our we stte at www.WII'f'A'·'om !1·800-525·3749l 



The Vergers' Guild of the Diocese of Dallas Held 2nd Annual Vergers' Retreat 
by Dianne C. Betts, Verger 
St. Michael and All Angels, Dallas, Texas 

Granbury, Texas -- The Vergers' Guild of the Diocese of Dallas 
held their 2nd Annual Vergers' Retreat at Camp Crucis in 
Granbury, Texas on February 1st and 2nd. Following a com
munity-building dinner, the Reverend Dean Elliott Wolfe, 
Vice Rector at St. Michael and All Angels, opened the Friday 
evening session with a presentation on "Sanctifying Life, 
Time, and Space: The Nature and Purpose of Liturgy." Using 
various readings, the group explored ways to enhance the 
worship experience for those serving at the altar and appre
ciate the beauty of worship while seeking order and process 
in worship. The evening closed with compline. 

Saturday morning began with prayers, breakfast, and warm 
fellowship. Continuing with the focus on liturgy, Fr. Wolfe 
spoke On "Creation and Creativity: The Uses of a Theology 
of Creativity in Worship." There was much discussion about 
ways vergers and other lay ministers could work to help 
make the worship experience meaningful for everyone. 
We were all urged to expand our vision of what worship 
entails and to allow a thankfulness for God's gift be evident 
as we go about our duties. The retreat closed with a Eucharist 
in the camp's lovely new chapel and continued fellowship 
over lunch. + 

VGEC News From the Mid-Atlantic Chapter: 
Vergers are Present at Diocesan Conventions! 

by Ron Hicks, Director of Operations 
St. Alban's, Washington 

The Mid-Atlantic Chapter carried the message to the annual 
conventions of the Dioceses of Washington, Virginia, and 
Maryland that vergers do in fact exist in the Episcopal Church 
and in many churches, large and small. 

Representing the Guild at the Washington Convention January 
24-26 were Art Engler, Verger at St. James, Capitol Hill, 
Washington and Ron Hicks, Director of Operations at St. 
Alban's, Washington. 

At the Virginia Convention February 1-2 were Jane Perry, Verger 
at St. Timothy's in Herndon, Virginia, Steve Saphos, verger at 
Aquia Church (Overwharton Parish) in Stafford, Virginia, and 
Eve Butler-Gee, Verger at Holy Comforter, Vienna ,Virginia. 

At the Maryland convention on May 2-4 was Valerie Hymes, 
Verger at St. James Parish in Lothian, Maryland. Valerie was 
doing double duty, also manning the adjacent table as the 
Coordinator of the Prison Ministry Task Force of the Diocese of 
Maryland. 

At each convention, the Guild's trifold was distributed along 
with a tri-fold on the Mid-Atlantic Chapter written last year by 
Steve Saphos. A table top display prepared last year by Jim 
Allen, Verger at St. Anne's, Reston, Virginia, attracted the atten
tion of passers-by. 

Each convention provided those manning the Guild table the 
opportunity to explain both the liturgical and the backstage pro
duction manager aspects of the ministry of the verger. At each, 
we had a signup sheet so that interested people can be included 
in our occasional gatherings. 

Some of Val's conversations were typical of all three conventions, 
such as, "That's what I need! A verger." and, of course, from most 
lay persons, "Just what is a verger?" to which she replied 
"Anything you want it to be in the fabric of the church." + 
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Valerie Hymes "verging" the VGEC table at the 
Maryland Diocesan Convention in May. 
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... "Canterbury" article is continued from page 3 ... 

Besides all the planning, seemingly a never ending round 
of meetings, various services normally held in Holy week 
had to be moved or cancelled. The chrism service for the 
forward in faith group moved from Holy Tuesday to the 
Thursday before. The blessing of oils and renewal of ordi
nation vows was moved from Maundy Thursday to Holy 
Tuesday. We closed to visitors on Holy Wednesday and 
after our early services we made final arrangements for a 
full rehearsal in the afternoon. As usual for Virgers a full 
rehearsal, without many clergy, etc who will not be 
rehearsing as they are purely in the procession and reces
sion and do not have an active part in the service, is very 
difficult. So some Virgers were just virging each other. 

Maundy Thursday dawned with the rising of a beautiful 
sun in a cloudless sky. The first three people arrived outside 
the Deanery to make sure that they would have a glimpse 
at the Queen over five hours before she was due to arrive 
there. A final check of seats, lights, microphones and then 
all doors were open for the congregation of 2,200 to begin 
to enter. The colours of dresses and the ladies hats were a 
glorious sight coming at the end of lent. Half of an hour 
before the service was due to start the first procession 
entered the Cathedral. Whilst these were moving into the 
Nave and Quire from the crypt with all eight Cathedral 
Virgers, I was taking the Dean, The Very Reverend Robert 
Willis to the Old Palace to collect the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who that day was acting in his capacity as our 
Diocesan Bishop. 

One of the traditions which go back to the times when peo
ple did not wash very often was for the Monarch and oth
ers to carry a nosegay of flowers and herbs to combat any 
unpleasant odours. The Diocesan Bishop is not one of the 
people to carry a nosegay, but as a special surprise to mark 
the Queen's Golden Jubilee a nosegay was made for 
Archbishop Carey. Because he needed one hand to carry 
his crosier and one to shake hands I carried it along with 
my virge until we arrived at the Great West Doors. 

I virged the Archbishop and Dean to the Buttermarket, just 
outside the Cathedral Precincts, in order to be in place 
when Her Majesty arrived. A great cheer went up from the 
crowd as we arrived and both clergymen went on a walk 
about to talk to the people waiting there. I was passed a 
message that the Queen would arrive a few minutes late. I 
wondered how that would affect the planned walk to the 
Great West Doors. She had ten minutes to do that in the 
original plan but would the lost time be regained by not 
stopping to talk to anyone. How I wished I could see 
behind me. Fortunately the Queen and the Dean kept up 
an almost continuous conversation which enabled me to 
know that we were going direct to the Great West door. 
After the Archbishop had presented the Chapter to His 
Royal Highness Prince Phillip, I passed over the nosegay to 
him and sent him on into the Cathedral (he is not used to 
being anywhere other than at the back of the procession. 

On entering the Cathedral there was a fanfare and the 
Queen's procession moved to their places during the 
singing of 'Praise to the Holiest in the height'. 
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Prince Phillip had to be virged nearly 100 yards and three 
flights of steps, from the High Altar to the Nave Pulpit to 
read the first lesson. When we got there he said to me that 
it was a long way to go to read a lesson. We had to return 
the back way to keep out of the way of Her Majesty whilst 
she was carrying out the first distribution of Maundy gifts 
to half of the recipients. This is the one time that she goes 
to her subjects as opposed to them coming to her. Everyone 
has to stand during the 12 to 15 minutes it takes to go West 
through the Cathedral and returning on the South side. 

After the Dean had read the second lesson this had to be 
repeated to the second half of recipients on the North side. 
Anthems are sung during these two distributions. 

Finally after the blessing by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
we processed to the West end of the Nave where the visitors 
book was signed. Before leaving the Cathedral Precincts 
those of us responsible for organising the service (the 
Precentor, Organist and Vesturer and there spouses) joined 
with others in having a drink with the Royal couple, in the 
Deanery, and being presented to them both. 

Our second change was to have two live and different 
radio broadcasts on Easter Day at 06:35 and 09:10. Whilst 
rehearsing for these on Easter Eve the third change came 
to our attention. The Archbishop of Canterbury was one of 
the first to learn of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother's death. When he arrived for the rehearsal he 
informed the Dean. Many things then had to happen, 
which included the tolling of Bell Harry (only used on the 
death of a Monarch or the Archbishop of Canterbury), 
changing of all the services for Easter Day and arranging 
a commemoration service. Scripts for the broadcasts were 
being changed right up to the time of going on air. No vir
ging was required for radio, but Sally Womersley, one of 
the Virgers, read a lesson. 

Just ten days after Easter we hosted the annual meeting of 
the Anglican Primates. What a collection of regular guys 
they are when they are all together. They used the facilities 
of Canterbury Cathedral's International Study Centre. 
Altogether with spouses and Anglican Communion Office 
staff there were some 80 people. They had a daily 
Eucharist in the Crypt. On the first day at the distribution 
no one wanted to be the first to move to receive 
Communion, they just stood there nudging each other try
ing to get someone else to move first. On the Sunday they 
all processed into the Cathedral wearing their best vest
ments, or something we had lent them(two copes, one 
mitre and various albs and stoles). There was much ner
vousness about the possibility of some form of protest or 
demonstration during the service. Fortunately this came to 
nothing. Their visit finished with the visit of the Duke of 
Kent to formally open the Centre. 

Suddenly we are back to routine events. Although the 
Archbishop has invited all the Virgers to supper next week
end! 

+++ 



Ver<..qer<..s' GuzLo OF rhe EpzscopaL Chur<..ch Memher<..shzp AppLzcarzon 
Send to Vince }ang (address below), and he will mail a full registration form to you. 

Name: ............................................................................................................ . 

Address: .................................................. ....................................................... . 

City, State, Post Code: ................................................................................... . 

Country: ........................................................................................................ . 

Telephone: .................................................................................................... . 

Select Appropriate Amount for Yearly Dues: 
Regular membership, within North America 

Retiree, within North America 
Overseas membership, airmail 

UK members may pay in pounds sterling 

$40.00 
$20.00 
$50.00 
£30.00 
DUES: ______ _ 

CEGV Associate Membership & Newsletter 
1" Cloisonne lapel pin 

3" Hand embroidered blazer crest 
6" Embroidered gown patch 

Chimere pattern, one size fits all 
Embroidered seal golf shirt (size__) 

8" by 10" Conference photo (Year__) 
VHS Video of 1998 Verger's Tour 

VGEC Business Cards 
6" Full color decal 

$30.00/year 
$10.00/each 

$35.00 
$25.00 
$25.00 
$32.00 
$15.00 
$30.00 

$25.00/500 
$5.00/4 
TOTAL:-------

Mail this form with your check, money order, or credit card information to: T. Vincent Jang 

Charge the above amount to my Credit Card. 
Indicate MasterCard ............. or Visa .............. . 
Number .................................................................. .. 
Expiration month and year ................................. . 
Name on card ....................................................... .. 
Signature ............................................................... .. 

VGEC Membership Secretary 
PMB Number 106 
5214F Diamond Heights Blvd. 
San Francisco, CA 94131-2118 
USA 

Phone 415/826-2209 evening 
Fax 415/826-1850 
Email vjang@earthlink.net 

L------------------------------------------------------------------------- + 

The Verger's Voice Accepts Advertising! 
Yearly Rates: 

1/4 Page - $40 1/2 page = $75 full page $120 

Contact: editor@vergers.org 
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J & M SEWING SERVICE 

established by Joyce Davison & Maureen Waterston in 1980 
1 Charlotte Square, N r Blackfriars 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE14XF, UK 

We manufacture a full range of Ecclesiastical garments 
including Cassocks - Vestments - Altar Linens 

made to order - at inclusive prices 

Our Vergers' gowns are excellent value for money - from around $120 
Shower-proof Cloaks with coloured lining, exceptional value - around $150 

Wool Melton Cloaks - around $170 
(P & Pis additional+ prices vary with UK Exchange Rate) 

For fast PERSONAL service, contact Joyce & Maureen now 
and ask for a free Catalogue "pack" to be sent to you by post. 

Telephone +44 (O) 191 2329589 : Fax +44 (O) 191 2301215 
jandmsewing@btconnect.com 

Why not visit our website, view some of our products and read customer com
ments, including those from satisfied customers in the USA 

www. jandmsewing.com 
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