
In association with the Church of England Guild of ~rgers 

Vancouver was Splendid! 

By Nora Buckley, Verger 
Kensington, Maryland 

In August 2000, the annual conference of the Vergers' 
Guild of the Episcopal Church was held in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, thereby becoming the first International 
conference of this group. There were 55 vergers in 
attendance representing the United States, Canada, and 
England, accompanied by a number of priests, spouses, 
and other family members. 

Thanks to John and Liz Taylor's excellent planning, the 
four day conference ran smoothly, with a good balance of 
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activities between worship, education, guild business and 
social meetings, with one afternoon set aside for "retail 
therapy". The worship services, at which all the vested 
vergers processed, were an Evensong at our host church, 
St. Mary's of Kerrisdale, and Sunday morning Eucharist 
at Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver. 

Educational opportunities included workshops with 
speakers and time for questions and answers (very 
important for us parish vergers, as we tend to work alone) 
and field trips. We went to two Buddhist temples and a 
Sikh temple, walked a labyrinth, and spent an evening at 
the Museum of Anthropology at the University of 
Vancouver. Each place we visited served food as an 
expression of love and hospitality, and we were warmly 
welcomed. The educational and social activities over-By 
Afary Cox, Communications Officer, Diocese of SE Florida 
lapped, as we also had a bus tour of the city, a boat cruise 
of the harbor, an opening reception after Evensong, a 
sumptuous banquet Saturday evening at St. Mary's, and 
brunch on the sidewalk in front of the Cathedral, where the 
sight of 55 robed vergers caused quite a stir! 

Two of us were able to billet in a parishioner's home, 
where our care rivaled that of any Bed & Breakfast. 

See the color pictures of the Vancouver 
Conference on pages 3 and 4! 
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President's Message 

Dear Fellow Vergers and Friends, 

I am made aware each year of the many 
and sundry ways the church gears up 
for the new fall season. It may not be 
an array of fall fashions but many 
churches, at least inN ew York, observe 
Dedication Sunday. This may be the 
time parishes inaugurate a new pro
gram of Christian education courses or 
perhaps the choir is returning from the 
traditional summer break. I expect 
many of you could greatly add to these 
two in making up a more com
prehensive list. The keeping of li
turgical time often means bucking the 
widespread cultural calendar with its 
obedience to more commonly followed 
observances such as the beginning of 
the new school year and the start of 
summer vacations. The fact that 
Advent I and Trinity Sunday are the 
church's closest approximations to 
these rites of passage cannot hope to 
dilute the power of the secular calendar 
on our lives. Every year any number of 
Trinity parishioners ask me why we 
can't sing Christmas carols during 
Advent and even though I usually give 
the standard liturgically correct re
sponse, I also recognize the pull the 
culture has on all of us. I admit to all 
of you that I begin to pull out the 
Christmas CDs as early as Thanks
giving! 
However, I cannot ignore the power of 
keeping holy time at various intervals 
throughout the year. A dear friend of 
mine is a practicing Jew and keeps 
every feast imaginable. He has just 
concluded the festival of Rosh 
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. Not 
only do Jews attend a special Sabbath 
service to celebrate this event but the 
pious faithful drop by the synagogue 
every evening to read publicly from the 
Torah. This festival concludes with the 
solemn day of atonement, Yom Kippur, 
a day as rich in tradition and ritual as 
our Good Friday. Later in the month 
on October 14 my friend constructed a 
special booth for the feast of Sukkot 
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outdoors amidst the fall flowers and 
falling leaves. A celebration of crea
tion and God's goodness, my friend ate 
many ofhis meals in this special place. 
Many wonder at all this fuss. For me 
the rich diversity of Judaism helps me 
better appreciate the wonder and 
variety under our Christian tent, which 
after all owes so much to Jewish 
practice. Our seasons and feasts too 
often are glossed over with little 
attention to what makes them special. 
For example, is Advent in your parish 
simply a little Lent or is it filled with 
special touches unique to this won
derful season? This is a good time to 
sing the Trisagion rather than the usual 
Kyrie. Perhaps your organist has a 
copy of the Great "0" Antiphons. 
Check out the symbols mentioned in 
the hymn, 0 come, 0 come Emmanuel 
for the details. This hymn also contains 
many ornament ideas for the popular 
Jesse Tree, which many Sunday 
schools take on as a special Advent 
project. Vergers are naturals for all 
this and often lend the support and 
encouragement needed to bring these 
and other traditions to life. 
All of this precedes a final thank you to 
John and Liz Taylor, our hosts for the 
11th annual VGEC conference in 
Vancouver. Here in the midst of late 
summer was a succession of special 
holy days in the best sense. Such 
memorable experiences from Buddhist 
temples to a vegetarian lunch with a 
Sikh community; presentations from 
clergy of the Anglican Church of 
Canada, a boat cruise around the 
splendid harbor that defmes Vancouver 
so magnificently; an address of unus
ual wit and substance given by our 
friend Michael Carrigan at the closing 
banquet; all of it made possible by the 
hospitality of so many parishioners of 
St. Mary's, Kerrisdale. Vergers from 
three regions of the Anglican Com
munion gathered to sanctify late sum
mer's ordinary time. Bravos to John 
and Liz, and God bless you all. 

Faithfully, 
David 
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Vergers in the News 
Genesco, New York 

Terry Price and The Rev. Mark Lattime 

On October 22nd, Terrell W. (Terry) Price 
was installed as the first Parish Verger in 
the 177 year history of St. Michael's 
Episcopal Church. Terry has served St. 
Michael's as liturgical assistant since 
1973, including functioning as master of 
ceremonies, chalice administrator, lay 
reader and Eucharistic Visitor, as well as 
training of acolytes, chalicists, lectors, and 
conducting confirmation classes. 
During the service Terry's wife Dianne 
presented St. Michael's with a verge given 
in memory of her aunt, and presented the 
vergers gown which she had made. The 
installation was conducted by the rector, 
The Rev. Mark Lattime, who also read 
and presented the certificate from the 
VGEC. The service followed by just two 
weeks the installation Fr. Lattime as the 
new rector, thus making for a very festive 
October at St. Michael's. 

San Antonio, Texas 
At the 10:00 AM Eucharist on Sunday, 
August 27, Herbert Lawrence Brewer was 
installed as the first Verger of St. Luke's 
Parish. The formal ceremony took place 
following the creed, with some 500 
parishioners and Herb's entire family 
looking on. The Rev. William K. 
Christian III, rector, presided, assisted by 
Father Pitman and Father Lukenbach. As 
part of the ceremony, the new Verger was 
vested in his verger's gown and presented 
with his verge and membership in the 
VGEC. 
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Miami Lakes, Florida 
By Mary Cox, Communications Officer, 
Diocese of SE Florida 
Manuel (Manny) Mesa was installed on 
October 15th as Verger at Mision San 
Francisco de Asis, whose congregation 
worships at St. Margaret's, Miami Lakes, 
by Meg Clements, Head Verger at Trinity 
Cathedral in Miami, and Walt Stuart, 
verger at St. Gregory's in Boca Raton. At 
the altar (below, 1-r) are Manny, Braulio 
Peruycro, and Fr. Oscar Pineda, Priest-in
Charge. 

Photo by Mary Cox 

At a July 7 dinner at General Convention, 
Manny Mesa of Miami was honored by 
The Episcopal Network for Stewardship 
(TENS) as one of five "Apostles . in 
Stewardship". TENS President Bruce A. 
Rockwell explained at the beginning of the 
awards presentation that all those 
nominated for the honor had to be "of a 
certain age", but it became obvious as the 
awards were presented that none had "re
tired" from ministry as stewardship 
leaders. 
In her introduction of Mesa, national 
Stewardship Officer Terry Parsons des
cribed first in Spanish, then in English, 
his work in developing stewardship 
education resources for Spanish-speaking 
congregations, designing Spanish work
shops on stewardship and creating a 
Spanish-language stewardship video. She 
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added that he has served for 12 years on 
the Standing Commission on Stewardship 
and Development, and noted that he is 
one of the founding members of his 
congregation, Mision San Francisco de 
Asis in Miami Lakes. 
"Manny Mesa", Parsons said, "is an 
exceptional teacher of stewardship." In 
accepting the award Mesa told the group 
that when he first began his stewardship 
work, "I knew the translation of the 
words, but I didn't know the meaning." 
He spoke of stewardship education as 
cambio-change and said people would 
not give until they "have the Lord in their 
hearts". 
Mesa drew laughter from the audience as 
he suggested, "We have a spring that goes 
from our brains to our hands that spring 
is very tight, and we need a little oil on 
that spring to make the hand stretch to go 
down in the pocket and get those dollars." 
He concluded, "I want to thank the Lord 
for this road he has put me on, and I hope 
he lets me continue to do what I can for a 
longtime!" 

Syracuse, New York 
John Snead retired as Head Verger from 
St. Paul's Cathedral on January 2nd, after 
25 years of service. He was appointed 
Head Verger by Dean Richard Bower in 
1991. 
John continues to be an active member of 
the Cathedral. He has been succeeded as 
Head Verger by George Anderson III. 

Miami, Florida 
By Mary Cox, Communications Officer, 
Diocese of SE Florida 

Margaret "Meg" Clements, Head Verger 
of Trinity Cathedral, Miami, Florida, 
served during the Enthronement 
Ceremonies for the Rt. Rev. Leopold 
Frade as the third Diocesan in the Dio
cese of Southeast Florida. Bishop Frade 
was previously Bishop ofHonduras before 
being elected as Bishop of Southeast 
Florida. His Enthronement was on 16 
Sept 2000 at Trinity Cathedral in Miami 
Florida. 
Meg has served as Head Verger of the 
cathedral for the past four years. She is 
Chair of the Raleigh Rollason Chapter of 
the VGEC. Raleigh was the Head Verger 
at Trinity Cathedral for many years until 
his death in 1994. 
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Associate Chaplain's Message 

It's true enough that one never knows what one has until it's gone. 
But I had no idea the converse could be so gloriously true, as well. 
For a few years now, this august group has heard me whine about 
never having been truly, personally, and individually verged. 
And suddenly, almost by accident, it happened at the seventh 
service I conducted in two days; Evensong for Michael and All 
Angels. My voice, energy, and nerves were shot, and suddenly 
everything was miraculously transfigured. It is not incidental that 
the Evensong was also the installation of our new verger at Christ 
Church. 

The choir was surprisingly full and robust, the organist (who is 
struggling mightily with her own family's health difficulties) was 
right on target for every cue, every hymn, and every canticle, the 
acolytes were right on the money, and of course our other verger, 
from Emmanuel Chapel, was very much in charge. The service 
was absolutely glorious. Archangel Michael showed up with all 
his buddies to help lead our praises, and Shawn, the new verger, 
had memorized the installation so that she was not reading from 
the bulletin. 

The service ended flawlessly with Shawn leading the retiring 
procession, and sudd~nly, without warning, as I turned to leave, 
our veteran verger Dee appeared in front of me. "Omigod," I 
thought. "This is really it. I am about to be verged for the first 
time in my whole entire life!" I mean, of course we have vergers 
at both our churches once again, but it seems that ceremonially, 
they are there for everyone but me. (Perhaps because I more or 
less know my way arou11.d the two churches, maybe? And of 
course, they do TONS of stuff for me; the tons just don't happen 
to include personal verging.) 

But I'll tell you. Ten years I have walked the aisle of Christ 
Church in and out, twice on Sundays, at least once during every 
week, and at countless Evensongs, funerals, Baptisms... it 
amounts to a lot of lonely walks. And then there she was, right 
in front of me, and it was no accident. I can't describe it to you. 
The sudden "Emmaus-ness" ofthe companion on the journey, the 
sudden presence of my friend and colleague, there in the language 
of the installation, "to protect the clergy in procession." Never 
have I felt so protected, so upheld, so supported, and well, so 
"verged," It surpassed my wildest expectations. 

I have heard from some vergers that they are unappreciated, and 
I even heard from one some time ago, that his rector wished he 
would just disappear. While it confused me before, it kind of 
angers me now. Maybe some of these clergy never walked four 
(and five and six and seven) aisles a week alone, week in and 
week out, bearing a sermon whose sole purpose is to shine a light 
on the sin and hurt so that prayer and redemption have an 
accurate target and reconciliation with one another and with God 
as a reality-based context. This is not a popular thing to do, and 
doing it alone is not a fun thing. 

The presence of a verger in this ministry sends a message to the 
clergy that we recognize that we will not always like the message, 
but will not kill the messenger. The presence of a verger in this 
ministry sends a message that although ordination sets us apart, 

The Verger's Voice, Volume L Issue 9 

we will never be so apart that someone will refuse to walk with us 
on our journeys through the congregation. Maybe clergy who are 
annoyed by vergers aren't spending as much time on the spiritual 
cutting edge as they may think. Maybe clergy who think they 
don't need that companion ... well, we won't go there. 

As for me, I could quote Joshua, Jeremiah, John, or James. But 
Mae West said it best. "I've been rich and I've been poor. Rich 
is better." I've been verged, and I've been on my own. Verged is 
more better than I ever dreamed. 

Thank you for your companionship on the way. And in a 
personal note? Thanks, Dee. You will never know what that 
meant. 

Pete+ 

Upcoming Annual Meetings 
2001-0verton Park, Kansas, October 11-14 
Training Chair Joanne Forster, host 
2002-Denver, Colorado 
2003-Cincinnati, Ohio 
2004-Dallas, Texas 

Vestment Supplier 
Vergers in the UK highly recommend J&M Sewing Services for 
all ecclesiastical garments, including cassocks and vergers gowns. 
Their address is: 
No.I, Charlotte Square Nr Blackfriars 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE 1 4XF 
United Kingdom. 

Telephone 1-44-0191-232-95 89 (includes country code) or EMail 
them at jmsewingservice@btintemet.com 
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Custom needlepoint 
designs for church 
or home 

Expert repair of worn 
and damaged kneelers 

Contact VGEC member 
Bidwell Droke at 
BCD Designs, 

1-800-358-7061 
in Kingwood, Texas USA 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

1/(;;;:;;;.;;........-.. -""'~"'·-

Vancouver has a 
"Bidwell Street!" 
And the VGEC has 
a new newsletter 
Editor! 

It's been a 
wonderful two years 
for me, putting The 
Verger's Voice 
together, but my 
schedule is too 
cramped to publish 
on time, so I'm 
moving to the 
position of 

~ ~ Publisher, and 
Charles Westerfield 

. will take over as 
· ·~"'-.. :£.~i~·~:~..£.:~~i!if~~f?;~~~;~ Editor. 

Charles is a verger in Grand Rapids, Michighan, and has an 
impressive resume in many areas of communications, so I know 
that his newsletters will be outstanding. His first issue will be in 
January, the copy deadline is 1/7/01. 

Please send your news and photos to Charles Westerfield at 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church 
134 N. Division Street 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 or Charles@batic.com 

My heartfelt thanks to all the wonderful people who have written 
articles and sent photographs; what I have not used I'll pass to 

Charles for future issues. . _ V 
See you in Kansas! (-zS' 

VGIEC MIEM!r)IERSHiP APIPUCAT!ON/RIENIEWAl 

Mail this form with your credit card information, check, or money order to: 
VGEC Memebership Secretary 
5214F Diamond Heights Blvd, PMB 1 06 
San Francisco, CA 941 31-2118 

Name ........................................................................................................... . 

Address, Apt No ........................................................................................... . 

City, State .................................................................................................... . 

Postal Code, Country ................................................................................... . 

Email Address ............................................................................................. .. 
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The Church of England Guild of Vergers 

The Guild Shop offers Key Chains for $9.00 US, 
Pendants for $11.00, and Tie Clips for $12.00 

Send US currency with your postage-paid order to 
CEGV Shop Manager 
8 Keswick Road 
Redcar, North Yorkshire TS10 4JR 
United Kingdom 

WIPPELL'S 
... of England & Branchville, Nj 

setting stamltmls of excelleuce siitce 1789 

Verger's Regalia 
Full Color Leaflet 

Now Available 

We offer a truly extensive range of verger apparel 
to our usual unique quality with creative designs and 
a determination to supply Verger Guild members 
with the highest standard of persona/service. 
As most Verger Guild members know, we offer Guild 
members a 10% discount on all verger's apparel 
including Processional Wands. To show our support 
we also give a 5% commission to the Guild on all 
guild member orders. 
Please call or write for our leaflet and support the 
Vergers Guild when you order. 

C 
l Mill St. (PO Box 468) • BronchYille.tU 07826 

J WIPPELL & Olm~ lTV [TD Phone: !9731 948·2134/2144 
t . · . 111rru1 I 1 Toll Free Sales: ~i~~~:l:~~~~~~ 

Toll Free Fax: 1·800·5ClERGY 
( 1·800·525·37491 visit our web site at www.wippell.com 

Regular membership, within North America $40.00/year 
Retiree, within North America 20.00 
Overseas membership, airmail 50.00 
UK members may pay in pounds sterling -!:30.00 

Charge the above circled amount to my 
(indicate one) Visa_ or Master Card_ 

Number -----------------------------

Expiration month and year _/_ 

Name on card ------------------------

Signature ----------------------------
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St. Mary's Gives Thanks 
By Drew Woodruff 
Verger at St. Marys Cathedra~ Memphis Tennessee 

On September 9th, St. Mary's Cathedral celebrated the feast 
day of Constance and Her Companions, The Martyrs of Mem
phis. The Martyrs were Sisters 
of St. Mary who lost their lives 
caring for victims of the Yellow 
Fever Epidemic of 1878, in 
which 5,150 Memphians died. 
We remember the heroic 
efforts of these women every 
year. Due to extraordinary 
circumstances, we also paid 
tribute to another group of 
heroes, Memphis firefighters, 
who risked their lives saving our 
beautiful cathedral. 
On August 24th, men working at 
the diocesan house next to the 
cathedral accidentally started a 
fire. It spread to the attic where years of paper records were 
stored, and to offices of the Bishop, Dean, two Canons, and the 
Organist-Choirmaster on other floors. After two hours of 
intense heat and thick smoke, the fire, which was described by 
firefighters as one of the most difficult they had ever faced, 
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finally succumbed to a virtual deluge of water. When the fire 
was out, the firefighters entered the destroyed building to 
salvage what they could. They handed out portraits of the 
Bishops of Tennessee and West Tennessee to parishioners who 
moved them to safety. Antiques and other valuables also were 

saved. They also helped prevent 
damage to the basement of the 
church, which was flooded with 
four inches of water. 
Dean C.B. Baker invited all 
Memphis firefighters to attend 
the Martyrs of Memphis 
commemoration so we could 
publicly thank them for saving 
the Cathedral. Andrew Morgret 
(pictured), senior verger in the 
Diocese, verged the 75 
firefighters and officers in 
procession into the Cathedral, 
while their trucks lined the 
street outside. In addition, as 

part of our Jubilee 2000 celebration, we were honored to host 
youth from around the Diocese, who were verged in the 
procession by Margaret Said, verger at St. Mary's. 
It was a glorious day of thanksgiving for the selfless examples 
of our Martyrs, our firefighters, and our youth. 
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