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The Yanks Had a Great Time! 
By Bidwell Drake and Ford Royer, 
from Kingwood, Texas and Minneapolis, Minnesota 

We represented the VGEC at the Church of England Guild of 
Vergers Annual Training Conference in Birmingham, England 
for four days this past 
May, and cannot praise 
our hosts in the United 
Kingdom enough for the 
splendid conference and 
warm hospitality. 

Everyone was warm and 
welcoming, the food was 
surprisingly good (the 
rumors about English 
food are not true!), and 
the sessions were 
informative and thought 
provoking. Tom 
Cameron, CEGV 
Training Officer and 
Canon's Verger at St. 
Paul's Cathedral in 
London, had arranged 
excellent speakers. There 
were seminars on 
Bereavement Counseling and Funerals, the Child Protection 
Act, homosexuality in the priesthood, as well as an excellent 
demonstration on fire prevention and safety. Bid presented a 
workshop on the care and maintenance of church needlepoint 
that was very well attended. Additional workshops included 
basic computer skills and software programs for use with parish 
records, and a liturgical training session for vergers and 
acolytes. We appreciated that their business meetings are 
shorter than ours, and the traditional home-grown Thursday 
Night "Revue" was hilarious. 

On our full-day coach outing we went to the Cathedral in 
Derby, where the Rev. Leonard Childs showed us a number of 
remarkable chasubles created by the cathedral's embroidery 
guild and a beautiful Millennium laudian altar cloth woven 
with gold threads. We toured the Bridge Church down the hill 
from the cathedral, one of the last old riverside churches of this 
type. After lunch at the cathedral we re-boarded the busses and 
went to the Bass Brewery Museum, where we spent the 
afternoon and ate dinner. The museum has many displays from 
the old days, including Shire horses - 18 hands is a lot of horse! 
After dinner we had a tour of the modem brewery and another 
sample or two of the product, before we returned to Newman 
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College, where the conference is held. 

Other little niceties to note: English liquor is weaker than ours, 
so we can drink longer. Bid's normal diet contains less 
cholesterol than the minimum daily requirement but she loved 
Black Pudding (BLACK sausage patties made from pork and 
pig's blood), and was impressed that the kitchen staff 

remembered that she 
liked it the day before. 

Ford appreciated the 
chance to sling some 
incense at the training 
workshop - something 
he has not been 
allowed to do in recent 
times. 

George Cook, the shop 
keeper, Guild Chron
icler and Archivist, 
will someday make us 

. break dovm and carry 
CEGV umbrellas back 
across the Atlantic; 
... and yes, we're going 
back another year! 

Note: the CEGV Training Conference will be held in late June 
next year. Read The Verger's Voice for details! 

Bid Drake, Tony Clubb (CEG V Communications Officer and 
editor ofThe Virger), and Ford Royer at Newman College 
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President's Message 
From David Jette, Head Verger 
Trinity Church, New York City 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

I am often reminded of how important 
it is to take time away from the world 
of work and routine in order become 
acquainted with a different approach 
to life. Living and working in New 
York City ahnost necessitates "get
ting out of town" from time to time. I 
have just returned from two weeks in 
Vermont and upstate New York. The 
first five days were spent tenting in 
the center of the Green Mountains 
followed by a week in a mountain 
cabin in the high peaks of the 
Adirondacks. Each of these exper
iences, while not entirely new to me, 
provides important lessons. 1. We 
are not the center of the universe. 2. 
The world outside the comfort of 
climate controlled buildings is truly 
wondrous and requires our best 
stewardship efforts. 3. Hiking in the 
pouring rain for five miles is not fun. 

Getting back to the heat and humidity 
of summer in New York, specifically 
the densely populated world of the 
city's financial district, teaches me 
that there really is no escape from 
what God has called each of us to do. 
Under the vaulted canopy of Trinity 
Church I come each day to appreciate 
more fully the variety of aspirations 
and needs each person crossing 
through our doors brings before the 
altar of God. Vergers are given the 
peculiar ministry to discern and 
respond to some of these needs every
day. How many of you when 
carrying out routine duties actually 
fmish each set of tasks without 
having to deal with something unfore
seen? Yesterday during our regular 
afternoon tour of the church, I was 
interrupted four times with things I 
could not ignore; they required atten
tion immediately. I am truly grateful 
that as I get older, I am better able to 
tell the difference between what truly 
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cannot wait and those things less 
urgent! Ours is a call to serve the 
requirements of interruptions as much· 
as everything on our check lists. 
Those preferring the normative and 
predictable need apply elsewhere. 

I so look forward to being with many 
of our members and friends in 
Vancouver. Our hosts John and Liz 
Taylor have put together a full and 
rich plate of activities during our stay 
in a magnificent part of the world. 65 
people are registered and many are 
attending the conference for the first 
time. Making new friends is a very 
good thing indeed. Thanks in 
advance to John and Liz. Canadian 
hospitality is alive and well. 

I can't close without commenting on 
American politics; I admit that I am 
an unrepentant political junky. While 
the major commercial networks have 
declined to broadcast the political 
conventions in totality, thank God for 
PBS. Now, I will be the first to 
admit that those seeking riveting 
television should change channels 
quickly, but the spectacle of 
American secular liturgy is still 
compelling. Think of the verger types 
behind the scenes making sure the 
sound system works, that the Tele
PrompTer feed is flawless, that 
senator so and so is wearing the right 
color suit or blouse. I do miss the 
raucousness of 1968 and 1972 but 
marvel at the brilliant concerted exe
cution of so many related tasks 
carried out in our time, not unlike 
what we as vergers are called to do in 
our churches and cathedrals. Give 
thanks that God has called us to this 
ministry and pray for the vision to 
carry on in the midst of interruption. 

Quoting from her vision of the Lord, 
Lady Julian of Norwich said it best, 
"I can make all things well; I will 
make all things well; I shall make all 
things well; and thou canst see for 
thyself that all manner of things shall 
be welL" 
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Installations Around the Country 
By Bill Gleason, VGEC Privy Councillor and Verger 
Church of the Resurrection, Franklin, Tennessee 

Kelly and Mark Kelso with his parents, Jvfr. & Jvfrs. WA. Kelso III 

Galveston, Texas 
Mark Andrew Kelso was installed as the second verger at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, on Sunday, 4 June 2000. The Rev 
Ron Pogue, rector, and I installed Mark during the 5 :00 PM 
Choral Evensong service. Also in attendance were Texas 
vergers Rob Rynearson, Pahner Memorial/Houston and 
President of the Walter Mace Chapter of the VGEC; Jimmie 
Matthews, Church of the Epiphany /Houston; Bill Parker, St 
Mark's! Houston; Larry Rosser, StPeter's Church/Pasadena; 
and Joe Sturdevant, Church of the Good Shepherd/Tomball. 

Jim Mayfield, installed last year as the Head Verger at 
Trinity, was called away and could not attend Mark's instal
lation. Members of the parish and parish staff presented 
Mark with a fully-trimmed verger's gown and Oxford bonnet; 
his grandfather's beautiful gold tipped walking stick to serve 
as his virge; a silver cross, a VGEC pin, and a Prayer 
Book/Hymnal. After the installation, Mark's first duty was 
to lead the Closing Procession out of the church. 

Trinity Church is 104 years old, and one of the few buildings 
in Galveston that survived the devastating 1900 Hurricane 
that wiped out the city and killed over 6000 peop1e. After the 
hurricane, the church, a large brick structure with bell tower, 
was raised to be above the level of the new seawall that 
Galveston built to keep future storm surges at bay. To think 
hat this building was lifted four feet by mechanical means a 
century ago is astounding! 
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Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Mark Fasano, the verger of Grace and St Stephen's 
Church, was installed as the Parish Verger on Sunday, 
April 9, 2000 during the 9 AM and 11AM services. 
The Rev Don Armstrong, Rector, and the Rev Linda 
Seracuse, Vicar, were assisted by VGEC Privy 
Councillor, William Gleason, ofNashville Tennessee, 
at the installation ceremony. 

Retirements 
By Richard Peny 
Cathedral of St. Philip, Atlanta, Georgia 

John V. Miner, Dean's Verger at the Cathedral of St. 
Philip in Atlanta, Georgia retired after 33 years of 
service following the 11: 15 service on the Second 
Sunday of Easter 2000. A professional engineer by 
training and trade, John was appointed verger at the 
Cathedral by the Very Rev. David B. Collins in 
December of 1967 and has served under three deans 

plus an interim, four Bishops, as well as having served in 
every Lay Ministry capacity during his 50 years as a 
parishioner at the Cathedral. He will continue to serve the 
Cathedral on special occasions, as needed for funerals during 
the week, and is active in the Walk-In Ministry Program. 

Indiana Day in Washington, DC 
By Tim Webb, Verger 
Trinity Church, Anderson, Indiana 
Diocese of Indianapolis and Southern Indiana 

On Trinity Sunday I was fortunate to serve as a verger in the 
National Cathedral. June 18 was Indiana Day and Assistant 
Verger Larry Keller of the Cathedral Church of St's Peter 
and Paul was gracious enough to allow me to participate. 

In the procession I followed both Indiana senators and 
verged Indiana Congresswoman Julia Carson and six LEMs. 
I'm sure that the temperature was around 90 and I was 
wearing my black vestments. The sweat was running down 
my face, but cold shivers ran down my back as we began to 
process. This was a truly incredible experience and all of the 
vergers at the cathedral were kind helpful people, but what 
else would one expect from vergers? 

As we processed down the center aisle and I listened to the 
incredible sound made by that glorious organ, three choirs, 
and the largest congregation I have ever seen, I realized why 
men built such cathedrals to the glory of God. 
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Message from Millwood 
By The-Rev. Dr. Peter Gustin, VGEC Associate Chaplain 
Cunningham Chapel Parish, Millwood, Virginia 

Okay, so vergers are all about doing things "decently and in 
order," right? Yeah, well so am I. I'm what you might call 
a "closet verger" or something in the way I live for things 
decent and orderly. But we all know that sometimes the 
decency and orderliness take a back seat to other, er, 
"values." 

See, I have this daughter who grew up decently and in order, 
but I guess all that decency and orderliness got to her, and 
while she is still very decent, she is not exactly orderly. She 
left college after a year and a half and is now working as a 
waitress and cook at a local restaurant. Sometimes when she 
comes home (usually between 2 and 4 AM) she stops and 
buys roses for the house, which is really sweet. 

Except sometimes, she forgets to put them in water. And she 
never, ever conditions them, or cuts and slits the stems, or 
does anything else that normal people do to honortheirroses. 
Usually, she's so tired when she gets home that she just leaves 
the big old plastic thing full of roses right on the kitchen 
counter. That is neither decent nor orderly! 

So the next morning, I fmd these wide-open roses languishing 
on the counter, just dying for a drink. (Do I know THAT 
feeling!) So as much as I love the flowers, I get just a little 
annoyed, you know? Because they're just sitting there doing 
nothing except dying. And they're all so, well, open. Ewww. 
Everyone knows that roses are best when they are tightly 
closed buds; not wide open, gaping cabbage-looking things. 

Or are they? Sometimes in the indecency and disorder of 
wide-open, parched roses, we see more clearly God's artistry. 
Sometimes in the careless mess left by someone who just 
worked 18 hours straight, we see more clearly the gift oflove. 

As we continue, through these dog-days of summer, to seek 
to accomplish our tasks decently and in order, I do hope that 
we will discover God's occasional delight in the wacky 
disorder of gifts presented on tight schedules, under extreme 
stress, and without the rest, serenity, and rehearsal that so 
often accompany our offerings. 

Sometimes, I am learning, God is most to be found in the 
indecent and disorderly. Wishing you every joy in 
Vancouver, a place sadly, not in my immediate future in spite 
of my best efforts to the contrary. 
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Royal Maundy 
From John Campbell, Dean's Verger 
Lincoln Cathedral, Lincolnshire 

"A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one 
another as I have loved you". This Mandatum was given by 
Our Lord to His disciples the night before he died when He 
washed their feet. It is from this simple act of humility and 
mandatum that the present Royal Maundy ceremony has its 
origins. The Maundy Ceremonies have become an important 
part of Easter preparations for Christian churches of many 
lands and traditions. 

The Royal Maundy traces its origins in England back to King 
John who, it is recorded, took part in a foot washing cere
mony in Knaresborough in 1210. Tradition now has it that 
the monarch gives Maundy Gifts, which consist of two sets 
of specially minted coins: the first containing 1 pence for each 
year of the monarch's age, and are made up of 1 p ,2p, 3 p and 
4 pence pieces. The second set contains a sum of money in 
lieu of gifts formerly given. In 2000 that sum was 5.50 
pounds in two specially minted coins (a 5-pound coin 
commemorating Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mothers 1 OOth 
birthday, and a 50p piece marking the 150th anniversary of 
public libraries). 

Preparations for the great event started on October 6th, 1999 
involving many telephone calls to and visits from Christopher 
Williams, Secretary to the Royal Almonry. A visit to Buck
ingham Palace was in order, which was an experience I 
cherish. Rehearsals took place with many differing parties: 
the Chapter and Bishop, the music department, stewards, 
vergers, servers, civic party, and police all were put through 
their paces well before the main rehearsal the day before the 
ceremony. 

And so on 20th April 2000 Her Majesty the Queen, 
accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, together with the 
Lord High Almoner (the Bishop ofW akefield) and members 
of the Royal Almonry attended Lincoln Cathedral for the 
distribution of Maundy Money. A total of 2000 filled the 
cathedral, including: 219 in the procession, four bishops, two 
choirs, ten vergers and eight trumpeters from the RAF as well 
as a television crew. Her Majesty gave Maundy Gifts to 74 
men and 7 4 women, one of each for each year of her age. 
The recipients, from all parts of the County ofLincolnshire, 
chosen for their Christian service to their church and com
munity were all of modest means and over the age of seventy. 

The Dean and Chapter, foundation, staff and congregation of 
the cathedral, together with many guests enjoyed a day of 
contrast when pageant ceremony mixed with a simple act of 
humility following Our Lord's example. 
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"Come to the Mountain Colorado in 2000" 
By Claire B. "Buck" Buckley, Verger 
St. Luke's, Denver, Colorado 

They came, and the vergers were their shepherds. 

For the frrst time in the history of the Episcopal national 
conventions, VERGERS WERE IN CHARGE. 

Barry Bowman, Verger to the Dean of St. John's Cathedral, 
Denver, and the Head Verger of the convention assisted with 
the planning and direction of The Seventy-Third General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church. 

Nineteen vergers and eight Assisting Vergers shared the 
duties: Barry Bowman, Paul Brothe, Suzanne Cast, John 
Hoskins, James Smith, George Summers, and Jay Swope 
from St. John's Cathedral, Denver; Sue Templeman and 
Frederick Bart from Calvary Church, Golden; Carl 
Bottolfsen from St. Stephen's, Aurora; Claire B. Buckley; 
and Mark Fasano from Grace, Colorado Springs. 

From across the country came vergers Mrs. Tracy Dieter, 
The College ofPreachers, Washington, D.C.; Bruce Garner 
from All Saints, Atlanta; Vince Jang, Grace Cathedral, San 
Francisco; Margaret McLarty, St. Andrew's Cathedral, 
Jackson, Mississippi; Richard Perry, Cathedral of St. Philip, 
Atlanta; John Stanley, Trinity Cathedral, Little Rock; and 
Dennis Ullery, Church of the Good Shepherd, Jacksonville, 
Florida. Also helping were eight LEM's from St. John's 
Cathedral, who were temporarily promoted to "Assisting 
Vergers". 

The new fifty-pound wood and metal processional cross used 
at the opening and closing services required the combined 
strength and agility of two adult crucifers from St. John's. 

Twelve communion stations were used for services, so 3, 000 
communicants could be served within 10-12 minutes. 
Assigned to each station were two ushers, two presenters, a 
Deacon of the Table, a coordinator, six LEM's, and 250 
communicants. Other vergers led the processions or patrolled 
the floor, assisting with the flow of communicants and the 
elements. Depending on the service, there were 84-210 
LEM's, 12-30 deacons, and 24-60 ushers on duty. Only 
harmonious cooperation existed with the supervision ofDiana 
Cast, Altar Guild personnel caring for the sacristy, altar, and 
communion stations. 

On Sunday, July 9th, the processionals contained 700 people. 
Before the Altar party procession started the other sections 
were escorted to their seats. There were two sections for the 
Eucharistic Ministers, one for the United Thank Offering 
presenters, five for the bishops, and one for the deacons. 
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Each section was escorted by one of the 27 vergers on duty. 

On Thursday, July 13th, the procession to the altar for Holy 
Eucharist included Frank T. Griswold, Presiding Bishop of 
The Episcopal Church, H. George Anderson, Presiding 
Bishop of The Lutheran Church, Pamela Chinnis, President 
ofThe Episcopal House ofDeputies, and other dignitaries of 
both churches. 

Jobs well done? We thought so! So did many others who 
came forward with kind comments and thanks. From Rex 
McKee, Diocese of Minnesota, Volunteer Coordinator of 
General Convention 2003, " ... we hope to achieve the 
excellent standards you have set. Finally, we would love to 
have your help." 

What is a Subdeacon? 
By Sam Sumner, VGEC WebMaster and Verger 
·st. Paul's, Augusta, Georgia 

In response to questions, this definition has been pieced 
together with much research and help. 

Subdeacon - A role performed in the full ceremonial 
celebration of the Eucharist. While the deacon sits and stands 
to the right of the celebrant, the subdeacon sits and stands to 
the left. When full eucharistic vestments are available, the 
subdeacon wears a tunicle. In the early days of the Catholic 
and Anglican Church, the subdeacon was an ordained office 
(like the deacon), but that is no longer true. The subdeacon is 
now usually a layperson, probably a licensed layreader and 
chalice bearer who reads the epistle, carries and holds the 
Gospel Book, leads the intercessory prayers, and/or assists 
the priest or deacon in the setting of the "Eucharistic Table". 

It should be noted that today the term Subdeacon is a "job 
description" rather than the designation of a person. Almost 
anyone can serve as a subdeacon - including a Lay Reader, 
Licensed Eucharistic Minister, Deacon, or Priest- as needed. 
It is powerful to have a bishop or priest as celebrant, a 
deacon as deacon, and a layperson as subdeacon, so that all 
the orders of ministry are represented around the altar. 
Occasionally, the title Subdeacon is given to a Lay Reader or 
Licensed Eucharistic Minister in a church to indicate that 
he/she is the "head" Lay Reader or LEM. 

RESOURCES 
J &M Sewing Services, 
No. I Charlotte Square, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne NEl 4XF, England 
"Our vergers gowns are excellent value for money" 
Contact J&M by telephone 0191 2329589, Fax 0191 
2301215, Email jmsewing@btconnect.com or go to their 
website, http://www.jandmsewing.com 
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The Pilgrim's Progress- York 
By George Craig, 
Centreville, Virginia 

The coach drove up the street into the city ofY ork and turned 
west along the old city wall until it was opposite Bootham 
Gate, and pulled into a car park. We vergers and our 
companions got off the coach into a light rain (no novelty in 
late June of 1998) and went across the street and through the 
gate into the old city ofY ork, where we were met by Larch 
Cardona, a registered guide who took us on a walking tour of 
the city. 

We stood on a hill not far from the West entrance to York 
Minster, at the location of the earliest structures in the city. 
The old city lay on the slope leading down to the Rivers Ouse 
to the south and the Foss the east. Larch explained that this 
was the site of Roman and successive ruler's forts. In fact 
the site of the Minster was the location of the Roman Military 
Headquarters for Northern Britain, and she showed us a wall 
in which the lower courses of stone were from the remnants 
of a Roman structure. 

We walked down Stonegate Street to St. Helen's Square, a 
major center of Medieval York, and then through the 
Shambles, the ancient street of the Butchers ofY ork, where 
the second floors of the old black and white timbered houses 
jut out over the narrow cobblestoned street which is hardly 
wide enough for foot traffic, much less carts. It was 
mentioned in the Domesday Book, and later reuilt about 
1400. These houses were lived in during the middle ages and 
are still occupied! This walking tour gave us an insight to 
medieval life unlike any place we had ever been. 

Larch then led us back up to the great York Minster that sits 
on the top of hill overlooking the city with an awesome 
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beauty. We were met by Alex Carberry, Acting Head 
Verger, inside theW est door. The recently-retired previous 
Head Verger wrote in his autobiography that; "I quickly 
realized that the committed Cathedral Verger had to know the 
correct procedure for everything, from daily Matins to the 
Consecration of a Bishop. It mattered also to know the 
correct vestments for the day, for the Christian season or 
special occasion. Considerable physical fitness was also 
going to be necessary in order to move furniture, set up 
concert platforms and cope with long irregular hours. There 
would also be the human side of it; being able to receive 
people, especially anyone in need, [is] clearly an essential 
part of the verger's ministry." 

York Minster is the chief church in theN orthern Provence of 
the Church of England and is the seat of the Archbishop of 
York. It is officially known as the "Cathedral and 
Metropolitical Church of St. Peter in York". In Anglo
Saxon times the word "mynster" was used for any missionary 
center staffed by a team of clergy. They traveled to the 
surrounding countryside to convert and teach. There have 
been bishops at York since at least 314. However, the 
lineage of the Bishops and Archbishops of the current York 
Minster started in 635 when Bishop Paulinus accompanied 
Ethelburga, a Christian Princess from Kent, who came north 
to marry Edwin, pagan King of Northumbria. Two years 
later, Bishop Paulinus baptized Edwin and his court in a 
small wooden building erected especially for the occasion. 
This building is traditionally regarded as the first York 
Minster. It was replaced by a stone building, which under
went expansion and reconstruction, before being virtually 
destroyed in 1069 during William the Conqueror's "hafrying'' 
of the north. 

Thomas ofBayeux, the new Norman archbishop, decided to 
rebuild the Minster on its present site. Remains of this 
cathedral, built between 1080 and 1100, can be seen in the 
Foundations exhibit below the Minster. The present building 
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was begun in 1220, on a scale to rival Canterbury. The south 
transept was the first section to be pulled down and rebuilt. 
The north transept was completed about 1253. In 1290 the 

builders began to replace the nave 1: r . ... 
with the largest medieval hall in : f.j .·· . . _ y · . .,~"" 
England. It took 250 years to t!j · ! - : 

complete the reconstruction of the 1~:~~ ·-~ 
transepts and the nave. Because the ~ ~ - £~ 

choir and the east end of the building ~ -· 
were being used daily the new east 
end was built around and over the 
existing structure. The tower was ·' 
completed to its present height by r. :·~" 
14 72 when this latest York Minster -
was consecrated. 

We were given a tour of the Minster, ·1 _::.t · 
and, for those who wished, a special ~ . · · 
tour of the inside of the roof of the 
south transept, the area damaged by ·: 
fire a few years ago. These tours :...,______ ____ · 
gave a sense of the overwhelming 
beauty of the fabric of the building and a sense of enormous 
respect for the artisans who built in the past and keep it up 
today. 

When we entered the nave we were conscious of immense 
spaciousness. It is in fact the widest gothic nave in England. 
The eight key roof bosses of the nave are about a meter in 
diameter. They portray scenes from the life of Christ and the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. To wit: The Annunciation, Nativity, 
Adoration of the Kings, Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost, 
Assumption of the Virgin and Coronation of the Virgin. Note 
that because the bosses were destroyed by fire, those now in 
place are exact replicas, except for the Nativity boss which 
shows the Virgin bottle-feeding Jesus to reflect the 
sensitivities of the Victorians! Because of the distance 
between the rows of columns, timber trusses were used to 
bridge the gap. The ceiling is hung from these trusses. 

In the crypt we saw evidence of the original Norman Minster. 
The bases and lower part ofNorman carved columns are in 
the western crypt and studs in the floor outline the position of 
the Norman eastern apse in the eastern crypt. Those of us 
who wished were taken up above the south transept to see the 
reconstructed roof trusses installed after the fire of 1994. In 
the process we were able to visit the visitors gallery up in the 
central tower. The beauty of the central tower ceiling is 
spectacular. And the ceiling of the south transept was rebuilt 
using modern materials, such as plaster over metal mesh. 
This vault is set in a lattice of supporting stone ribs with 
beautiful carved bosses at each of its intersections. The 
plaster is painted gray with a strong pink tone, and the bosses 
are gold figures on a red background. 

The Verger's Voice, Volume L Issue 8 

At the end of our visit Mr. Carberry took us back to the front 
of the West door to show us the newly restored fabric 
surrounding the doors. Rory Young of Cirencester, was the 

~ ... ~"'N designer 
· a n d 

sculptor 
of the 
new arch 
surroundi 
ng the 
do or, 
which 
w a s 
unveiled 
tn May 
1 9 9 8 . 
Previous 
figures 
a n d 
patterns 
had been 
w o r n 

away by wind, rain and pollution, and Mr. Young found that 
he could not identify many of the figures. So he used records 
going back to 1320 to help design the new archway as much 
as possible like the old. The arch is comprised of five orders: 
The first and deepest is closest to the door. Each order is 
raised from its predecessor. The carvings in each order are 
first tracery, then foliage, then figures and canopies, then 
foliage and the outermost, plain stone. The figures are 16 
scenes from God creating the universe to Abraham called to 
sacrifice Isaac. These sculptures are clean and delightful, 
and together with the rest of the restored West entrance give 
a richness and meaning to the front of the Minster. They 
were a wonderful end to a rewarding and delightful visit. 

Photos: upper left, the processional cross, based on the 
Abyssinian cross given to Westminster Abbey in 1902. Lower left, 
the Shambles. Upper right, the restored West Door stonework. 
Lower right, a needlepoint kneeler. Photos by Bid Drake. 
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Needlework in Anglican Cathedrals 
By Bid Drake, VGEC Newsletter Editor and 
Needlepoint Consultant 

As a professional needlepoint designer/teacher/finisher who 
specializes in ecclesiastical work, I love to wander through 
English cathedrals, looking at the needlepoint. It's even 
better if the visit is timed so I can also attend Evensong, and 
float on the heavenly voices ofthe men and boy's choir. Here 
are observations on the needlework at some ofthe cathedrals 
I have visited. 

Laid goldwork on a frontal in the Hoare Gallery 

Liverpool 
The most varied exhibit of ecclesiastical needlework that I 
have found in any cathedral is in the Elizabeth Hoare Gallery 
in the triforium. It includes many pre-war pieces of exquisite 
embroidery and goldwork, with many burses, copes, stoles, 
frontals, etc.; beautifully displayed, well-labeled, and 
unusually well-lit. The Gallery is open Monday-Saturday 11 
AM-4PM. 

Guildford 
This bright, light, 
post-war cathedral 
has 1400 needle
point kneelers, tied 
together with com
mon backgrounds, 
and they all are 
charming! 

The Verger's Voice, Volume I, Issue 8 

Detail of silk embroidery on a Winchester cope 

Winchester 
The large collection of beautiful quire cushions and nave 
kneelers, designed by Louisa Pesel and Sybil Blunt in the 
1930's, are outstanding, and are in excellent condition. 

York Minster 
Another excellent cathedral to visit when on the quest for 
needlepoint and embroidery! There are wonderful banners 
and frontals, and lovely sets of kneelers in the various 
chapels. The 1987 kneeler which appears in the article on 
York was based on a fragment of a cushion from the tomb of 
Walter de Gray, Archbishop ofYork 1215-1255. While in 
the bookstore, do look for the fascinating booklet, Thread of 
Gold, The Embroideries and Textiles in York Minster. 

Edith Sherwood's cushion at St. Paul's 
London 
St. Paul's Cathedral has glorious embroidered altar frontals 
but very little needlepoint. However, down in the Treasury 
there is a very precious cushion of which I am especially 
fond. The inscription on the back reads "This embroidery 
was worked by Miss Edith Sherwood. She joined the China 
Inland Mission and went to China in 1893. Miss Sherwood 
was beheaded in the Boxer Rising on July 24th, 1900 together 
with four other missionaries and two small boys." 
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The front of Leonard Child's "Death into Life" cope, 
starting with skulls at the bottom 

And the upper back. .. 
This Millennium piece took 4500 hours to embroider 
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Derby 
There are several sets of needlepoint cushions and kneelers in 
this small cathedral; ·the newer pieces (especially in the 
chancel) , designed by Leonard Childs, are all very 
handsome. The Rev. Childs also has designed a number of 
copes, some of which incorporate embellishments. 

Of particular interest to stitchers, Elizabeth, Countess of 
Shrewsbury's tomb is here, south of the crossing. Down
stairs in the chapel there are needlepoint kneelers of three of 
her homes, including Hardwick Hall, which is one of the best 
sites for needlework in the UK. 

Lichfield 
Many cathedrals have needlepoint seat cushions in the quire, 
but at Lichfield the quire seat backs are hung with 
needlepoint, where it will receive much less wear. They are 
very handsome designs, beautifully executed, and there area 
a LOT of them. Each cushion has different plants used in the 
background, but the greens are repeated, and the entire set is 
extremely attractive. 

As members of the VGEC, do introduce yourself to the 
verger, and if it's a quiet day perhaps something wonderful 
will happen! 

All photographs by Bid Drake, 1998, 1999, 2000 
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A note from your editor ... 
As I advised the board when I took this position, 
if I don't have enough material I'll fill the news
letter with needlepoint! 
Therefore, please send photos and write-ups of 
YOUR activities and installations to me at the 
address on page 2. I'm happy to return your 
originals. Thanks! Bid 
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Verger's Diary 
By John Campbell, Dean's Verger 
Lincoln Cathedral, Lincolnshire 

Who says a verger's life is boring? 

July 9th 2000 ... 
Matins commenced in its normal fashion at 1115 today. 
About sixty in the congregation and another fifty or so 
wandering around or sitting in the nave. One of the people 
sitting in the nave listening to the service was a man in his 
thirties, who had a dog with him (not too unusual) and a 
number of books and papers which he had set out on the seat 
in front of him. 

As Matins drew to an end the Dean led the prayers, ending 
each time with the customary "Amen", to which the said man 
in the nave interrupted "and women, don't forget the women" 
in a loud voice. On two occasions I asked to him not to 
interrupt the prayers, and the third time I asked him to leave 
the cathedral, which he refused to do. At this point I felt that 
I might need some backup and went to get assistance from 
Paul Birkinshaw, the Canons' Verger. 

Also in the nave was a stage for a later service for the County 
Council, set up for the Lincoln Youth Symphony Orchestra, 
which was to take part in that service. As part of the 
preparations the percussion section was laid out ready; drum 
kit, gong, bass drum, tambourines, xylophone, etc., along 
with eighty or so music stands. As I returned to the scene 
the man jumped up onto the stage and picked up and started 
to bang (loudly) a tambourine, louder and louder. I managed 
to get the tambourine off him and as I did he turned and 
picked up a drum stick and started to beat the bass drum, so 
hard that he split the skin. I certainly noticed that each time 
he lifted his arm I was getting hit on the neck as I attempted 
to rid him of the stick. I also realised that I had been joined 
on the stage by an elderly gent who tried to help by beating 
the impromptu percussionist! Eventually I got the old gent 
to leave the stage and thanked him for his assistance, which 
was no help at all, as it only fueled the situation. Drum, 
gong, cymbal, all in their tum were beaten, and as I rid the 
man of one stick he picked up another and continued. 

By this point I had dispatched Paul to gain the assistance of 
the police. The service came to a conclusion and the 
procession was leaving the quire, at which point the man 
turned his attention to the procession and started shouting 
horrible abuse and making comments about Clause 28. I 
continued to try and reason with him and eventually got him 
off the stage but he continued his protestations in a somewhat 
calmer state. We reached the place where he had left his 
papers and dog and he started to gather his things together. 
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Then like a bat out of hell came a member of the Matins 
congregation (M) from behind me and started to pursue the 
interloper, who fled across the stage. M was in hot pursuit 
and as I turned and followed, I saw that M had a knife in his 
hand. Music stands were knocked aside and the pursuit 
continued throughout the nave. My concern now was to keep 
M away from the man and to calm him down, I knew (or I 
hoped I knew) that M would not hurt me. 

A good number of visitors, distressed mothers with children 
' and the elderly had decided to leave the Cathedral, although 

the number of onlookers had grown with the members of the 
congregation who had just left Matins. As the hot pursuit 
continued through the nave, a police officer arrived and I 
was able to leave the first man to him and keep M calm. I did 
not attempt to get the knife off him but ordered him to put it 
away and to stay where he was, and he did. I joined the 
police officer, who had the first man flat on his face and was 
handcuffing him. I thought all was well and order was being 
restored, but not so! 

We were joined by a choir parent (Mrs J) who started to 
harass the police officer, complaining that "No one should be 
handcuffed in church and it was God's will that he did what 
he did." The protester was still lying face down on the floor 
with the police officer on top of him, unable to get off 
because of this irate woman on top of him. 

Eventually I managed to get dear Mrs J off the officer, but 
she turned her remonstrations to me until I fmally told her in 
no uncertain terms that I was in full agreement with the 
officer. More police arrived as all was over; M had stayed 

. quietly where I had told him, and the police also took him 
(and his knife) away for questioning. 

The day continued in the normal fashion, and I pray that 
someday my stomach will recover fully! 

In Memoriam 

William Fellows of Orange Park, Florida, died last October. 
His wife Marcia continues to be a member of the guild. 

Edward G. Hanford Sr. Port St. John, Florida, passed away 
on 30 May 1999. 

His wife Charlene wrote that "He was very active in our 
church, was in charge of the Altar, the Acolytes and worked in 
many ways. Our family and the church family all miss him but 
knowing he is with our Lord .... " 

Our prayers go to Charlene and Marcia and to their families 
both immediate and extended. ' ' 

10 Summer 2000 



Vergers' Guild Of the Episcopal Church 
Membership Application 

Send to Vince Jang (below), and he will mail a full registration form to you 

Nrune ................................................................................................................................. . 

Address, Apt No ....................................................................................................................... . 

Address, line 2 ................................................................................................................................ . 

City, State, Post Code, Country ................................................................................................................. . 

Telephone ........................................................ . 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + Select Appropriate Amount for Yearly Dues + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Regular membership, within North America 
Retiree, within North America 
Overseas membership, airmail 
UK members may pay in pounds sterling 

CEGV Associate Membership & Newsletter 
1 11 Cloisonne lapel pin 
3 11 Hand embroidered blazer crest 
6" Embroidered gown patch 
Chimere pattern, one size fits all 
Embroidered seal golf shirt (Size ........ ) 
8" by 10" Conference photo (Year .......... ) 
VHS Video of1998 Verger's Tour 
VGEC Business Cards 
6" Full color decal 

Mail this form with your credit card information, 
check, or money order to: 

T. Vincent Jang 
VGEC Membership Secretary 
PMB Number 106 
5214F Diamond Heights Blvd. 
San Francisco, CA 94131-2118 
USA 

Phone 415/826-2209 eves 
Fax 415/826-1850 
Email vjang@earthlink.net 

$40.00/year 
20.00 
50.00 

L30.00 
DUES 

$30.00/year 
10.00/each 
35.00 
25.00 
25.00 
32.00 
15.00 
30.00 
25.00/500 
5.00/4 

TOTAL 

Charge the above amount to my Credit Card 

Indicate MasterCard ............. or Visa ........... . 

Number 

Expiration month and year __ I __ 

Name on card --------------------------

Signahrre ____________________________ __ 
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BCD Designs 
Custom Needlepoint Designs 

Specializing in church kneelers and 
Paraments, Christmas Stockings, 

Dining Room Chair Seats 
and 

Expert refinishing of worn 
and damaged church kneelers 

Bidwell C. Drake, ANG, VGEC, CEGV 

2742 Foliage Green Lane 

Kingwood, Texas 77339-1009 

1-800-358-7061 or 281-358-7061 
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WIPPELL'S 
... of England & Brancht'ille, Nj 

setting standards of excellence since 1789 

Verger's Regalia 
Full Color Leaflet 

Now Available 

We offer a truly extensive range of verger apparel 
to our usual unique quality with creative designs and 
a determination to supply Verger Guild members 
with the highest standard of personal service. 
As most Verger Guild members knovt, we offer Guild 
members a l 0% discount on all vergeris apparel 
including Processional Wands. To show our support 
we also give a 5% commission to the Guild on all 
guild member orders. 
Piease cal! or write for our leaflet and supoort the 

1 Vergers Guild when you order. · ' 
1 Mi!! SL (PO Bnx 468) .. Bronch·:i ils. i~J 07 826 

! J WIPPELL & COMnA llV [JD Phone: (973) 948·2134/2144 
! • . . .· . ' ' . . . rnn I . • Toll Free Sales: ~;~~~:i.n~~~~~ 
i Toll Free Fax: H00·5CHRG\' 

••isii our web site ai www.wippell.com (!·800·525·3749) 


