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Mark your calendar now and plan 
to attend the 1999 conference. 
This gathering is designed to foster 
feHowship within our ranks and 
provide training for new Vergers 
and those considering the ministry 
of Verger. 
Exoerienced volunteer and 
vo~ational vergers will hold special 
breakout sessions. 
Workshops will be offered on a 
variety of subjects along with tours 
of area churches and other points of 
inte.rest. 
We shall be honored to have with 
us The Right Rev. Leo Alard, 
Suffragan Bishop:, Diocese of 
Texas, and Chaplain of our Guild. 

And, we'll enjoy the utmost in 
Southern hospitality! 

· AregistrationpacketW11lbe·mailedto·you:sepa.miely. _·However,·youm:ayeontaet the · 
foll<ming for information: . · ·· . · ·.·· . · . ..·· 

_ · . .. · . Conference Registration $150.00 .· · . . . · · . . · . . 
MatgaretMcl~tv, St; Aridrew~s Cathedral; :P.O~ · B6x 1366; Jackoon, M:S<39215~ 1366 

· ~ . Home{601)362-2312, bffice(601)949.;.7433 · 

: BotelRegi$tra1iun ~ Verg~'sGUit~ rate: $65 single,$75 double 
. . .. _ :inclUdes complementiiiyliirpon shuttle. ·•· . . . . . · 

The Bdiscin Walthall Hotel,225 EastCapitolSt.~ Jackson, MS. 39201-2494 
1(800)932-6161~(601) .948-6161 
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President's Message 
David Jette, Head Verger 
Trinity Church; New York City 

We are well into summer, so the tour
ist season is in full swing. Although 
many businesses begin a slowdown 
during the summer months we slip into 
high gear with often several thousand 
visitors a day. It gives us a chance to 
more fully put our ministry of 
hospitality into practice and that's a 
very good thing indeed. 

In my experience, when I catch myself 
saying "well, I've seen everything now" 
I am usually rewarded with a 
correction. On Thursday, June 3rd the 
congregation of Trinity came together 
to celebrate the life of a recently 
departed long time parishioner. A 
priest who had served on the staff 
several years ago was invited to 
preach, the choir was present, acolytes 
had been engaged; all was in place for 
a joyous liturgy. Just before 
Communion, our worship was 
interrupted in a totally unexpected 
way. Standing near the altar, assistant 
verger Carlos Mateo tapped me on the 
shoulder and said quietly, "David, there 
is a woman at the back of the church 
giving birth to a baby. 911 has been 
called. We have made her as 
comfortable as possible." Fortunately 
one of our clergy, Mother Linda 
Moeller, vested as the Deacon of the 
Eucharist, was nearby, about to 
administer the chalice to the choir and 
congregation. One other thing you need 

to know about Mo~ Moeller is that she 
has had 25 years of professional 
nursing experience. I put myself first 
in line, received the- Sacrament, turned 
to her and said, ''Linda, a woman is 
having a baby at the back of the 
church; she needs you right now." 
Without missing a beat, she handed me 
the chalice and dashed to her patient. 
A few minutes before, our ushers had 
diverted about 50- tourists from the 
back of the church-to the north porch 
and had converted the inner Broadway 
vestibule into a private room for our 
expectantmother. Lindacomfortedher 
as only a trained nurse can do and 
quickly found out that this was her first 
child, she was delivering one and a half 
months early and experiencing 
contractions every thirty seconds. By 
the time Communion was finishing, the 
EMS crew had arrived and were 
carefully placing the woman on a 
stretcher to be carried into the waiting 
ambulance. I am absolutely convinced 
that apart from a few members of the 
congregation seated in the back pews 
no one else knew anything unusual was 
happening. The service ended with 
everyone singing the great Easter 
hymn, "The strife is o'er, the battle 
done, the victory of life is won." Those 
stirring words never seemed to reso
nate with so much meaning. In the 
space of about one hour we exper
ienced the sadness of the death of a 
loved member of the parish family 
while at the same time hastening the 
entrance of a new life. Surely not a 
typical day at Trinity Church, but 
certainly one I will not forget. 

I wish you all a wonderful sum
mer,with the hope that we will all be 
together in Jackson, October 21-24 for 
our 11th annual conference. Please 
watch your mail for registration 
information from our host Margaret 
McLarty. 

Faithfully, 

David 
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Installations Around the Country 
Kathryn Holtzlieter was installed as Assistant 
Verger at Trinity Episcopal Church, Anderson, 
Indiana on Mother's Day, May 8th, 1999. 

Kathleen Bates will be installed as the Verger 
of St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Des 
Moines, Iowa, on Sunday, August 22nd at 
10:00 AM. The church is located at 3424 
Forest Avenue in Des Moines. Her EMail 
address is kbates@legis.state.ia.us 

Installation and Workshop in Virginia 
The Cunningham Chapel Parish verger 
installation ceremony has been changed to 
Sunday, September 5th, 1999, at 10:00 AM. 
Head Vergers Shannon Ghramm, Christ 
Church, Millwood, and Dee Archambault, 
Emmanuel Chapel, Boyce, will be 
commissioned. 

Bill Gleason will attend and will also conduct 
a diocesan/regional Vergers workshop on 
Saturday the 4th of September. 

Millwood is 40 minutes by car west of 
Washington's Dulles Airport, and 90 minutes 
from Baltimore/Washington International. 
Please call The Rev. Peter Gustin at 540/837-
1112 if you can attend either function, and to 
get directions. 

Mfiliated Guilds 
The Church of England Guild of Vergers 
John G. Campbell 
Overseas Liaison Officer 
Dean's Verger 
Cantilupe Chantry North 
Minster Yard 
Lincoln LN2 lPX 
England 

The Verger's Guild ofthe Diocese of 
Dallas 
Ken Rowland 
Editor, The Vergers ' Gazette 
414 Fieldwood Drive 
Richardson, TX 75081-5532 

The Verger's Voice, Volume I, Issue 4 

i 

Larinda Norton Installed as Verger at Christ Episcopal Church, 
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi 
By Dr. Guy V Norton 
On March 21st, at the 10:30 AM Eucharist service the Reverend Dr. 
Arthur E. (Nick) Johnson, Rector, installed Larinda Norton as Christ 
Church's first Verger. 

Dressed in her black cassock, Larinda processed behind the lay readers 
and sat in the newly designated verger's chair until just before the peace, 
at which time the installation program commenced. The symbols of the 
office of verger were blessed by Father Nick and presented to Larinda 
by members of the parish. Peggy Cordes, Altar Guild Chair, presented 
Larinda with a beautiful verger's chimere. Dr. Guy Norton, Acolyte 
Master and Larinda' s husband, presented her with a verge hand crafted 
by his stepfather, Ray Andrade. Jackie Williams, representing the 
ushers, presented her with a cross also crafted by Mr. Andrade, and 
Roger Crull, representing the lay readers, presented her with a verger's 
badge. Mary Winnard, Worship Committee chair, gave her the 
verger's certificate. 

It was a beautiful ceremony with hugs, kisses, smiles and tears of 
happiness on the face ofthe newly installed Verger, as well as on the 
faces of all the presenters. 

After the installation was complete Larinda stood in front of the 
congregation with a huge smile, wearing her chimere, with verge in 
hand, and received a rousing round of applause. At the end of the 
service, she led the procession, thus performing her first official act as 
Verger. 
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Get Thee To a Monastery, 
Or a Nunnery, 

Or a Spiritual Center 
By Ford RQyer, Verger 
St. James Episcopal Church 
Minneap()lis, Minnesota 

"Let all guests who arrive be re
ceived as Christ. .. let all kindness 
be shown them" 
- Chapter 53, Rule of Saint Benedict 

Wondering what to do for a vacation 
this year? Seen all there is to see at 
Disney World, the Grand Canyon, 
Niagara Falls, or Big Sur? Are you 
tired of waking up in cities that never 
sleep? The noise and commotion of 
daily life left your spirit empty? Want 
a break from it all? How about a 
spiritual vacation? 

There are times in our lives when the 
soul is adrift, and we seek the solace 
that can be found in retreat and si
lence. We search, sometimes uncon
sciously, for a special place where the 
focus is on prayer and silent medita
tion. It's not that silence is suddenly 
obsolete; it's just that it is running 
scared, chased down by singing eleva
tors, blaring car alarms, and 24-hour 
talk radio. Even computers talk. 

Where can you go to hear yourself 
think so that you can then listen to 
God? It is a commentary on our times 
- the number of American's who are 
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booking retreats to religious houses 
and spiritual centers has risen 
dramatically in recent years. I dis
.cov.er.edthis magically spiritual method 
<Jf -refr-eshing the sou1 and body a 
. mrmber oef years :ago _and I now go .on 

retreat at least three times a year. 

Retreats can vary anywhere from a 
fully instructed version, with Spiritual 
Director, to total solitude in a 
hermitage. Some provide wonderful 
workshops and seminars; others pro
vide no direction or instruction at all -
just Peace and Silence with the Lord. 
Length of stay can be anywhere from a 
full week (or longer), to a three-day 
weekend, to a single 24 hours. You 
can take the whole family, or go in 
small groups, or just go alone. Fees 
will range from a few hundred dollars 
to free-will offerings. Accommo
dations are likely to be simple in 
furnishings and board, so do not ask 
where the swimming pool or tennis 
courts are. There are no tee times 
available, as there are no golf courses. 
So if you go, pack lightly (ties are not 
required), bring a fan (air-conditioning, 
and sometimes electricity, is rare), 
.. . and prepare to commune with God 
and His Creation (all are located in 
beautiful natural surroundings). The 
stillness may be disorienting at first, 
but you will soon notice a giddy 
leavening ofthe spirit. 

For your convenience, I have listed the 
addresses of a number of locations 
around the country. However, this is 
a partial list as there are an estimated 
1,400 spiritual centers across the 
nation that accept guests. For one near 
you, contact your local library 
(spiritual retreat directories), look in 
your local yellow pages under "retreat 
facilities", or do a web search. Contact 
the locations listed directly to get 
information on their current retreat 
programs and fees. All rates shown 
include meals. 

Get Thee There! You will be glad of 
it. 

. 
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Alabama: St. Bernard's Abbey, 1600 
St. Bernard Drive SE., Cullman 
35055; (205) 734-3946. 
Cost: call for rates . 

Arizona: Holy Trinity Monastery, PO 
Box 298, 1605 S. St. Mary's Way, St. 
David 85630; (602) 720-4642. Cost: 
Suggested donation of $30 daily. 

California: Immaculate Heart Center, 
Santa Barbara; (805) 696-2474. Cost: 
$45/night single, $55/night couples. 

Colorado: Nada Hermitage, General 
Delivery, Crestone 81131-9999; (719) 
256-4778. Cost: $220 per week. 
Reservations well in advance. 

Florida: St. Leo Abbey, c/o Donna 
Cooper, P.O. Box 2350, St. Leo 
33574; (352) 588-2009. Cost: 
Suggested donation of $32 daily. 

Georgia: Ignatius Retreat Center, 
Atlanta; (404) 255-0503 . Cost: $125 
per person per weekend. 

Indiana: St. Meinrad Archabbey, 
St. Meinrad 47577; (812) 357-6585 . 
Cost: Suggested donation of $35 per 
person per night. 

Kentucky: Abbey of Gethsemani, 
3642 Monks Road, New Haven 40051; 
(502) 549-4133. 
Cost: Donations accepted. 

Louisiana: St. Joseph Abbey, 
Christian Life Center, River Road, St. 
Benedict 70457; (504) 892-3473. 
Cost: $85 for a weekend. 

Massachusetts: Insight Meditation 
Center, Barre; (508) 355-4378. Cost: 
$95 per weekend. Reservations well in 
advance. 

Michigan: St. Gregory's Abbey, 
56500 Abbey Road, Three Rivers 
49093-9595; (616) 244-5893, 
EMAIL <guestsga@net-link.net>. 
Cost: Donations accepted. 
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Minnesota: E_piscopal House of 
Prayer, P.O. Box 588, Collegeville 
56321; (302) 363-3293; 
EMail: houseofi>rayer@cloudnet.com 
Cost: Fees vary, Call for rates. 

St. John's Abbey, c/o Fr. Fran 
Hoefgen, OSB, Guest Master, 
Collegeville 56321-2015; 
(320) 363-2573; 
EMail: <Guest master@csbsju.edu>. 
Cost: Fees vary. Call for rates. 

New Mexico: The Monastery of 
Christ in the Desert, c/o Guest master, 
PO Box 270, Abiquiu, 87510; 
EMail: <broandre@aol.com>; 
URL: www. christdesert.org; 
No phone, limited electricity. 
Cost: $50 non-refundable registration 
fee, $50 suggested daily donation, 
Reservations well in advance. 

New York: Holy Cross Monastery, 
P.O. Box 99, West Park 12493; 
(914) 384-6660, ext. 302; 
EMail: <guesthouse@idsi.net>. 
Cost: Fees vary, Call for rates. 

Tennessee: St. Mary's Retreat and 
Conference Center, P.O. Box 188, 
Sewanee 37375; (931) 598-5642. 
Cost: $46-$63 daily. 

Texas: Benedictine Retreat Center 
HC 2, Box 6300, Sandia 78383; 
(512) 547-9797. 
Cost: $35 daily per person. 

, 

Virginia: Holy Cross Abbey, Route 2, 
Box 3870, Berryville 22611; (540) 
955-9124. Cost: $75 to $100 
suggested for a weekend. 

Washington: Cloud Mountain Retreat 
Center, Castle Rock; 
call Northwest Dharma Association 
(206) 286-9060. Cost: $35 per night. 

Wisconsin: The Order of Julian of 
Norwich, S10 W26392 Summit Ave., 
Waukesha 53188; (414) 549-0452; 
EMail: <OrdJulian@aol.com>. 
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Sinsinawa Dominicans, Sinsinawa 
Mound, General Delivery, Sinsinawa 
53824-9999; 
EMail: <wagnerclar@aol.com> or 
<develop@sinsinawa.org>; 
URL: www.sinsinawa.org/ ; 
Cost: Many different programs. Call 
for rates. 

Go in silence and listen. A voice will 
tell you that a quieter, healthier, and 
more spiritual life is possible. 

WHO IS A VERGER? 
by Christopher Whitman, Verger 
Grace Church -Manchester 
Diocese of New Hampshire 

In one sense every parish has a 
verger; who typically is the lay 
person who does three or more of 
the following: 

1. Organizes processions* 
2. Assists in coaching acolytes 
3. Assists in coaching LEMs 
4. Coordinates with Altar Guild 
5. Coordinates with ushers 
6. Assists sexton, especially in 

moving chairs, prayer desks, 
candelabra, etc. 

7. Assists in special liturgies 
with functions similar to those 
of Master of Ceremonies.* 
(MC's and vested verger 
duties will vary and overlap 
from one parish to the next.) 

8. Ex-officio is an active member 
(if not chair) of the Parish 
Worship Committee. 

9. Serves as greeter/guide for 
visiting clergy, advance mem
bers of wedding parties, 
funeral directors, etc. 

10. Provides appropriate access to 
secure areas for those using/ 
renting/borrowing church 
facilities and ensures that 
security is restored when the 
function ends. 
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11. When vested, cues and leads 
("verges") processions/ 
readers/preachers from one 
place to another.* 

12. Tends to be the primary lay 
person the rector seeks out for 
advance planning of any 
special liturgy.* 

*Where two or more people do 
three or more of the jobs on this 
list, those jobs marked with an 
asterisk count especially heavily (in 
my view) in identifying which 
person should be named "head" 
verger. 

What a verger does will vary from 
verger to verger, parish to parish, 
and rector to rector. So also will 
the time requirements vary. The 
paths one follows and training 
required to become a verger also 
are different from place to place 
and from verger to verger. Many 
vergers started out as very 
senior/heavily committed acolytes 
and LEMs, if not coaches of those 
ministries. 

I daresay that the ministry of a 
verger at any church is always 
evolving. And the ministry of a 
verger certainly does not come to 
life overnight! 

Answers 
from John Campbell 
Overseas Liason Officer, CEGV 
Dean 's Verger, Lincoln Catheral 

A verger is someone who minds 
his keys and pews. 

What would you have if you 
foiund a bundle of Dutch 
currency on the side of the road? 
A verge of guilders. 
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Shreveport resident likely first, only certified verger in diocese 

Verger Jim Boyd helps Kyle Stadtlander keep steady as 
Stadtlander prepares to lead the procession to the altar at St 
Paul's Episcopal Church . 

Dr. Jim Boyd completes official course 
for age-old tradition 

By Abe Levy 
The Shreveport Times 
Photo by Amy Beth Bennett/The Times 
Reprinted with permission 

About a year and a half ago, Dr. James Boyd typed in the 
word "verger" and waited for his Internet search engine to 
explore the subject. _ 

He already performed verger-like duties at his church but 
:-ranted~ know more about the behind-the-scenes profession 
m the Eptsc:>pal church. Vergers coordinate all the logistics 
for the sernce ~o~ checking the sound system to making 
sure people are m lme for processions. 
The computer led him to the Internet site for the Vergers' 
Guild ofthe Episcopal Church, a network of U.S. vergers, 
~ere he l~rned of an official course for verger certifica
t~. He paid the $200 fee and became the-fir-st person in the 
natronto compiete1he training -six months later. 
N~, he is believed to be the first and only person in tlre 
D10~se ofWestern Louisiana to be certified as a verger, a 
tradition that dates back to the Middle Ages and the Church 
of England. Boyd works on a volunteer basis. Other 
churches within the diocese have asked Boyd to serve as 
verger fur "Special -services, whic-h has metivatoo -several 
others to seek the same certification. 
1 was just 1ooking for credibility for what I was doing,., said 
Boyd, a Shreveport doctor of obstetrics and gynecology for 
25 years. 

His training involved research on St. Paul's and the 
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Episcopal church, writing essays and talking with older 
parishioners about history. He compiled a narrative history 
of the church for the first time. He had to master the prayer 
book and know the details of various services. 
Boyd became interested in "vergering~' while Qbserving the 
verger who oversaw the consecration service of Bishop 
Robert Hargrove 10 years ago. He began to serve his church 
in greater capacities. 
He began as a lay reader, then trained lay readers and 
acolytes, the youth who assist priests during the service. 
Other duties began to pile up over the years, which he wel
comed. He realized he was already doing many of the duties 
assigned to vergers. 
"Folks who had questions about the service or church in 
general would ask me and I generally would find out for 
them," he explained. 
Boyd today checks the sound system, makes sure everyone 
for the opening procession gets in line, adjusts the air 
conditioner, calms nerves and puts out any fires that arise. 
But the profession dates back to the 16th Century where 
vergers did basic maintenance on houses of worship, dug 
graves and cleared the path of bystanders and debris for 
processions that would begin in the villages, themselves. 
"Vergers try to take the load off the clergy and any 
distractions that might be there for clergy," he said. "The 
idea is not to have to do too much crisis management." 
Last year St. Paul's conducted an installation service for him 
where he was dressed in a special gown from Wippell' s in 
London, an Anglican church supply company. Father Guido 
Verbeck, pastor of St. Paul's, selected a vestment that 
matched the one used by the verger at Westminster Abbey. 
Verbeck saw the gown while watching Princess Diana's 
funeral last year. 
"Hit '.s good enough for the Royal family, then it's good 
enough for (Boyd)," he said. 
Verbeck crafted a "virge," a staff that Boyd holds during pro
cessionals. The base is made out of the church's old 
processional candles with an oak cross and the seals of the 
diocese and the Episcopal church imprinted on it. 
"Other churches have assigned a title to somebody but 
without the training, they really havemissedtheheart of what 
it is about," Verbeck said. ''It '.sa committed ministry that a 
per-soo feels~ rooo. It really gives-depth -of-what the job 
is, and what it is historically." 

6 

For more information 
For more information on what vergers do, 
see the Wer-ld Wide W-eb site for-the Vergers' 
Guild of the Episcoapl Church at 
www. vergers.org 
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First Time A 'Verging 
By Lezlie Christian, Verger 
St. John's Episcopal Church, and St. Anselm of Canterbury 
at the University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma 

St. John's, originally intended 
to be the Episcopal presence 
on the campus of the 
University of Oklahoma, is the 
large church where we have . 
our Sunday evening services, 
because the current building 
which houses St. Anselm is too 
small for that large service. 
We have our Wednesday 
services at St. Anselm, where 
we have comfortable rooms for 
the students to rest and study, 
and where we meet for 
fellowship. 

We are in the process of 
raising the money necessary to 
purchase the house adjacent to 
St. Anselm of Canterbury so 
we can convert it into a chapel · · · 
large enough to accommodate 
our Sunday congregation. We 
were pleased to have three 
candidates for the priesthood . . 
as representatives of St. · '7 
Anselm of Canterbury at last ~ ~;.. -· * · 
Convention. We are small, but . 
seem to have a lasting impact 
on the folks who come. 
Certainly did on me, I've been 
here ten years now. 

On Pentecost I officially verged for the first time, and also 
served as thurifer. Swinging the pot as we processed in was 
~teresting with the lovely sleeve-thingies that hang down my 
stdes! After the procession I passed the incense pot off to an 
acolyte, and verged the layreaders to the lectern and back to 
their seats. During the sermon I had to replenish the charcoal 
in the pot, and was very careful not to get ashes or embers on 
my new gown as I was getting the charcoal going. 

Never be afraid to try something new. 
Remember that amateurs built the ark 
and professionals built the Titanic. 
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All in all it was a lovely service, and everyone was fascinated 
by my new attire. Father Don took a moment to announce me 
as the verger and asked me to explain my duties as well as 
some of the traditional duties of a verger. At dinner 
following, I got a full range of comments from our folks, from 

how "powerful" I looked (nice way 
of saying "like a football player"), 
to asking whether we could have 
incense every week. 

This is our slow time at 
Canterbury, with most of the 
students gone for the summer, so 
we intend to make the most of it 
and get some things set up for fall . 
I've devised a training program 

. for the Lay Readers and am 
looking forward to teaching it, 
because Father Don really does 
not have the time to do it and we 
need some measure of uniformity, 
not only in how the lessons are 
read, but in how one moves from 
one place to another and when. 

· I'm also going to inventory our 
vestments, as they are old and 
sparse, then start raising funds for 
new albs, cassocks, and surplices. 

I had no idea how well this 
mmtstry would suit my 

· · personality. I am so thankful that 
we had the opportunity to watch a 
Verger in action last June, which 
put Father Don and me on the 
road to this type of service. 

Ed note: Lezlie is married, has an adorable six-year-old 
daughter named Sarah, and owns a landscaping 
service. She and her husband Keith just closed on 80 
acres of land to use as a nursery for the business. 

FUTURE :MEETINGS 
September 11, 1999 Acolyte Festival at St. 
Mary's Cathedral, Memphis Tennessee 
Call 901/527-3361 for more information. 

October 21-24, Jackson MS. See page 1 

August 9-13, 2000 at St. Mary's Kerridale, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
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The Pilgrim's Progress 

LINCOLN 
By George Craig, Verger 
St. John's, Centerville, VA 

This article was written to give the reader an understanding 
of the impact of a visit to Lincoln Cathedral, and is a 
continuation of the series of articles about the Verger's tour 
of Cathedrals in England in May/June 1998, with a group 
of 18 Vergers, spouses, and friends, led by David Jette. 

Lincoln Cathedral is built on the top of a hill that dominates 
the broad, flat valley of the River Witham, about 30 miles 
from the North Sea. Due to its commanding position, the top 
of the hill was a natural site for the early British, Roman, and 
Anglo Saxon 
fortifications which 
dominated the 
surrounding area. It 
is therefore not 
surprising that the 
city is the county 
seat of Lincolnshire. 
The Cathedral can 
be seen from 3 0 
miles away. People 
living on the coast 
around Boston can 
see it illuminated by 
the afternoon sun. 
As one approaches it 
from the south one 
becomes mesmerized 
by its beauty: it 
seems to hang in the 
sky. 

·.·.-:·.·· 

This is the Cathedral Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
mother church of the Lincoln Diocese. It is a complex and 
vigorous community committed to the worship of God. 
Those who work there, the Dean, the priests, and all the 
people who are responsible for this great church, see it as a 
place where man meets God and person meets person in the 
presence of God. Those who built it and those have cared 
for it for all these years found that the Cathedral was 
important to them because it was about God - not just what 
went on inside, in the services, the teaching, and the prayers 
- but was and is a living church of God. It has witnessed 
more than nine hundred years of worship and has been and 
will remain a great symbol of truth and grace for the people. 

Remigius, a Benedictine monk and supporter ofWilliam the 
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Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings in 1066, was the first 
Norman Bishop ofthe Lincoln Diocese. It was the largest 
diocese in medieval England extending from the Humber to 
the Thames Rivers. Its cathedral had been at Dorchester near 
Oxford, but in 1072 King William instructed that the 
bishopric be moved to Lincoln, the major city in the diocese. 
He had already established a Royal castle here, in the 
Southwest comer of the old Roman upper city. The new 
cathedral was a Norman building built of local oolitic 
limestone, also called egg stone, near the new castle. Bishop 
Remigus's cathedral was slightlynarrowerthan today and its 
length was considerably shorter. The high altar stood within 
a semicircular apse east of the present organ screen, with the 
east end of the apse ending where the middle ofthe choir is 
today. There were side chapels in smaller apses on either side 
of the altar. The Norman Cathedral had transepts and a 
tower over the crossing where the existing central tower is 

today. The West 
entryway was 

· through a tower built 
like the entrance to a 

· castle. Much of that 
western structure is 
incorporated in the 

. c·: present Cathedral. 
The Nave and 
transept would have 
had timber roofs 
without a stone vault, 
but there were 
probably stone vaults 
in the aisles and 
apses. Remigius died 
shortly before the 
Cathedral's planned 
consecration in May 
1092. 

The evolution of that original cathedral to the present 
structure was marked by dramatic events. In 1141 the 
cathedral was damaged by fire, possibly as a result of the 
civil war between King Stephen and his cousin Matilda. The 
cathedral was restored with "such subtle workmanship that it 
was more beautiful than before, and second to none in 
England." An earthquake in 1185 caused considerable 
structural damage requiring a major rebuilding program. St. 
Hugh, a Carthusian monk from Avalon, near Grenoble, was 
Bishop ofLincoln from 1186 to 1200. Work began in 1192 
in the Gothic style, which used pointed rather than round 
arches, and the construction of a lighter ribbed vault with the 
counter thrust afforded by new flying buttresses made it 
possible to build a less massive structure. They also allowed 
for greater height and large stained glass windows, thus 
giving light and openness to the nave and choir. The east end 
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was greatly extended to make room for a large choir, called 
St. Hugh's Quire, and large chapels around the altar. 
Additional work was done on the cathedral after the central 
tower collapsed in 1237 or 1239. By 1311 the central tower 
was raised to its present height and the west towers were 
raised to their present height by about 1400. 

The Cathedral has undergone only relatively modest changes 
since the major Gothic reconstruction described above. In 
keeping with the tradition of the time, the stone masons left 

We each were given a lighted candle to guide us through the 
Cathedral as the Holy Spirit guides us through life. John then 
led the party through the Nave, through the Quire and up to 
the High Altar where he reminded us that we are fed by 
Christ at every Eucharist, and then he led us to the East end 
and the Burghersh Chantry where we prayed for the dead 
and put our candles in large low pottery bowls filled with 
sand. He then said that we end our lives by returning to dust, 
but our lives in Christ bum on. The tour was a very spiritual 
and moving experience. 

. The next morning we returned to the 
Cathedral for an excellent tour of 

their mark in the form of the 
"Lincoln Imp"above the north pier 
closest to the east end of the 
Cathedral. The carving depicts a 
little devil with horns and claws, 
covered with feathers, nonchalantly 
crossing his leg. 

~~~~~ii/itro;,.~~~i5~..,.,"#-'f~,' .. i' the main floor. Then some of us 

The lovely arched ribs in the 
vaulted ceiling and almost delicate 
columns and arches in the Nave 
and East end of the Cathedral leave 
an impression that cannot be 
adequately expressed in words. 
The beautiful stained glass 
windows fill the building with a 
sense of warmth and richness. It is 
a magnificent building and is 
considered one of the finest 
medieval buildings in Europe. 

We felt a sense of awe when we first saw the Cathedral from 
a distance. The coach approached and entered the city of 
Lincoln, crossed the bridge over the Witham River, and 
followed the streets up what the medieval pilgrims called 
"The Steep Hill" to the top where we passed the east end of 
the Cathedral. We went beyond the Cathedral into the old 
city to the "White Hart Hotel," on Bailgate next to the 
Cathedral's precincts. After everyone had checked in, we 
went to the Cathedral for Evensong; we were met there by 
John Campbell, the Dean's Verger, who escorted us to the 
Quire where we were seated in the stalls. Evensong was led 
by the Dean ofthe Cathedral. The service, supplemented by 
chanting and hymns, evoked the sense of prayer to God in 
everyone present. 

After Evensong we returned to the Hotel, and John and his 
wife Pauleen joined us for dinner. After dinner he met us at 
the Cathedral and led us on a special spiritual tour, which 
started by us entering a small door in the Great West Door · 
into the darkened Cathedral and going to the 11th century 
baptismal font where John explained that newcomers enter 
the Church from darkness into light through baptism, and 
with baptism each person is illuminated by the Holy Spirit. 
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were taken up to the area under the 
roof over the vaulted fan ceiling. 
From that vantage point we could 
see the huge wooden beams cut 
from the ancient forest in the 
eleventh century for the roof trusses 
and the framework on which the 
vaulted ceiling is formed. 

After returning to the main floor, 
most of us went up the hundreds of 
steps to a narrow walkway above 

. the West entrance, immediately in 
· . . : front of the stained glass .. This is 

the Norman entrance that was 
adapted to serve as the West 

·"""''""';o~.._., .. Entrance to the Gothic Nave. From 
that high vantage point we could see the entire Nave and what 
was going on the floor of the Cathedral. It was a spectacular 
view for those of us not paralyzed by fear ofheights. 

In the evening we again went to Evensong in the Cathedral 
Quire and then went to a reception at the Campbell's 
residence, a lovely old house within the Cathedral Precincts 
which faces the south side of the Cathedral near St. Hugh's 
Quire. John warmly welcomed us, and Pauline was gracious 
and delightful as she made us feel welcome. Their son 
Patrick, aged five, also helped make us feel comfortable. 
After the reception, the party, including the Campbells, 
walked back to the hotel for dinner. 

The old town of Lincoln around the Cathedral precincts on 
top of the hill is filled with shops and is charming to walk 
through and visit. It is a town that one not only likes to visit, 
but would like to return to visit again. 

John Campbell, Dean 's Verger at Lincoln Cathedral, above; 
the photograph on the facing page was taken from a roof of 
the Cathedral by the author. 
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Acolyte Retreat Planning 
By Christopher Whitman, Verger 
Grace Church, Manchester NH 

When planning acolyte retreats and 
excursions I used to think about 
including training, but I've pretty 
much given up on that, as our home 
parish liturgy is determined by the 
space. So we go to see and 
experience exemplary liturgy that 
might not be exactly the way we do it 
at home. If our young acolytes see a 
broad spectrum of good liturgical 
practice, they will be better prepared 
for the odd request from a visiting 
supply priest, more comfortable when 
they change parishes, and when ex
posed to something new, be likely to 
say, "I've seen that before! We can 
do it!" We're lucky to only be an 
hour from Boston. If you're in a spot 
where the distance to the next major 
cluster of churches, seminaries, and 
convents is significantly greater, 
many of my suggestions won't work. 
Most recently our trips have included 
the following: 
a. A non-Anglican event, e.g. an 
Orthodox Seminary, an Orthodox 
vespers and pot-luck (generally on the 
eve of a patronal saint), or Roman 
Catholic patronal feast day. We also 
visited the Holocaust Memorial, 
which is especially dramatic at night. 
b. An exemplary Anglican liturgy, 
e.g. at a convent, monastery, semin
ary, shrine parish, etc. 
c. Simple Evening Prayer, Compline, 
and/or Morning Prayer led by the 
retreat's non-adult participants -
sometimes in their living quarters and 
sometimes in a chapel - to show that 
they can sanctify space and time 
without adult leadership. We also 
attempt to follow (while not 
necessarily matching exactly) the 
rhythm of the monastic daily offices. 
d. A modest non-church diversion (a 
petting farm, JFK Library, but 
nothing as distracting as a major 
sports event or theme park.) 
e. Chaperones are drawn from the 
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parish music department, altar guild, 
ushers, clergy, vestry and Lay 
Eucharistic Ministerss not 
necessarily parents of youngsters on 
the tour. Rather than cars, I've found 
it preferable to charter a 15-passenger 
van for these trips, or a bus with 
videos for the long trips . This 
facilitates coordination and control, 
enhances preparation for arrival at a 
site (and talking about it afterwards), 
and helps build community. 
F. On the way home we always 
attempt some form of closure en 
route. Once young people get close to 
home, the moment is lost! Normally 
I task each participant to come up 
with at least one transferable idea that 
might be useful in our parish or for 
some parish in our diocese. 

Surviving a Heart Attack 
Forwarded by Dr. Larry Till, 
Conroe Regional Medical Center, 
Conroe TX 

Alone, without help, the person whose 
heart stops beating properly and who 
begins to feel faint, has only about 10 
seconds left before losing 
consciousness. 
However, these victims can help 
themselves by coughing repeatedly 
and very vigorously. A deep breath 
should be taken before each cough, 
and the cough must be deep and 
prolonged, as when producing sputum 
from deep inside the chest. A breath 
and a cough must be repeated about 
every two seconds without let up until 
help arrives, or until the heart is felt 
to be beating normally again. 
Deep breaths get oxygen into the 
lungs and coughing movements 
squeeze the heart and keep the blood 
circulating. The squeezing pressure 
on the heart also helps it regain 
normal rhythm. 
In this way, heart attack victims can 
get to a phone and, between breaths, 
call for help. 
Tell as many other people as possible 
about this, it could save their lives! 
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Chapter News 
DENVER 
By Claire "Buck" Buckley, 
Verger of St. Luke's, Denver, CO 

The vergers of Metro Denver joined 
together for The Ordination of 
Deacons at The Cathedral Church of 
St. John's in the Wilderness on June 
5th. Those on duty represented four 
parishes: Denver - the Cathedral, St. 
Andrew's, St. Luke's, and St. 
Stephen's, Aurora. 
The celebration was well planned by 
Vergers Barry Bowman and Suzanne 
Cast. 
The assignments were: 
The Bishop and Chancel Party -

Barry Bowman (St. John's), head 
verger 

The Ordinands and Processions -
Paul Brothe (St. John's), lead 
verger 
Carl Bottolfsen (St. Stephens), 
assisting 

The Readers, Oblation Bearers, and 
Chalice Ministers- John Hopkins 

(St. John's), lead verger 
Larry Ballesteros (St. Andrew's), 
assisting 

The Sacristy and Altar - George 
Summers (St. John's) 

The Diocesean Clergy - Claire 
Buckley (St. Luke's), lead verger 

The Acolytes- Jay Swope (St. 
John's) 

Vergers not on duty: Sue Templeman 
and Fritz Bart, Calvary Church, 
Golden; Cathedral Vergers Suzanne 
Cast, Paul Johnson, Sylvia Larson, · 
Ronald Lutz and James Smith. 

With the area's increasing number of 
Vergers, the formation of a chapter 
looms on the horizon. 
Under Barry Bowman's guidance and 
training we shall prepare for further 
Diocesean services: the Diocesean 
Convention this year, the National 
Convention in 2000, and the Verger's 
Conference in 2001 . 
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As It Was In 1549 
By Ben Day, Verger, 
St. Philip's In the Hills, Tucson, Arizona 

On June 6th, St. Philip's In The Hills used 
the 1549 Prayer Book Service, and tied it 
in with the beginning of the Summer 
Forum series sponsored by St. Philip's and 
the University of Arizona Department of 
Late Medieval and Renaissance Studies. 
The service was a huge success and we are 
considering next year not only doing the 
1549 service, but also continuing through 
the month with services from the older 
BCP's to tie in with the four-week forum. 

One of the parishioners made the hats for 
the Acolytes. The clergy all wore hats as 
did I. Some of the office staff had said 

they didn't think the acolytes would do it. Not only did they wear the hats, they loved them. A few of them want 
to wear them every Sunday. The bulletin and weekly handout also tied in to the 1549 service, and drew a lot of 
comment-all good! 

The thing that everyone was so struck by is that the 1549 service 
is really totally "priest said". Our congregation said the Lord's . 
Prayer right along with the priest in spite of the fact that the . 
bulletin instructed otherwise. The Celebrant was The Rev. David 
Richardson, our resident British priest, so even the 
pronunciations were authentic. 

Who's In Charge? 
Contributed by Michael Carrigan 
Master-at-Chapel, Brambletye School 
East Grinstead, West Sussex, England 

The Priest TillNKS he's in charge; The Servers WISH they were 
in charge; The Readers HOPE they're in charge; The _ 
Congregation PRESUME they're in charge; God KNOWS He's _ 
in charge, but He also knows He has delegated ... to the · 
VERGER! 

Michael and Bradley The Moog (wearing his "Go Texas! "red bandana) at · 
the Brambletye Cricket Field. Photograph by Bid Drake 

Unhappily, Bradley has been banned from his favourite School ; . : 
Sport, which is playing Cricket with the students. On several ; ·
occasions he has removed the ball from the playing field and . · 
departed at full speed, which effectively stopped all further play · 
until another ball could be fetched. Now Bradley must wear a · .· 
leash to watch cricket games. · • 
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Does your needlepoint have Bugs? 

Stains? Holes? Loose threads? 

Find out how tofu: it yourself in 

Guide to Church Needlepoint 
Care and Maintenance 

It's not just for churches! 

Order from: 
BCD Designs 
Custom Needlepoint Designs 
2742 Foliage Green Lane 
Kingwood TX 77339 

Only $10.00 US postpaid; Texas addresses please 
add .83 tax, overseas addrs please add $2.50 S&H 
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Verger's Regalia 
Full Color Leaflet 

Now Available 

We offer a truly extensive range of verger apparel 
to our usual unique quality with creative designs and .. 
a determination to supply Verger Guild members 
with the highest standard of persona/service. 
As mostVerger Guild members knov~ we offer Guild 
members a iO% discounton all verger's apparel 
including Processional Wands. To show oursuppor1 
we also give a5% commission to the Guild on u/1 
guild member orders. · · 
Please raf/~r write foroudeafletandsupport the . 
Vergers Guiidwben you order. · · . . 
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