
Mark died on Maundy Thursday. A 
&quiem Eucharist was celebrated in All 
Saints) Church) Atlanta) on Easter 
Monday. Following is the eulogy offered by 
the Rev. Marion Kanour. 

Mark Emory Graham lives in our 
hearts even as we gather to bury him. 
This is a bitter-sweet moment which 
calls us together: to celebrate Mark's life 
among us; to mourn his passing, and to 
give thanks for God's love for him as he 
lives in God's eternal kingdom. 

As in life, so in death: liturgist to the 
end. This is Mark's liturgy: he wrote it 
for us, his family, friends and colleagues, 
to enjoy, as community together. But 
this isn't Mark's first funeral liturgy. The 
first took place when he was four years 
old. On the event of the death of a pet, 
he led his family in a funeral procession 
around the house and presided at the 
burial in vestments, complete with mani
ple and chasuble, made for him for the 
occasion by his mother. 

Mark attended Episcopal and 
Catholic schools . One Jesuit school 
teacher referred to such a supportive 
vestment maker as Mary Graham as 
"blessed Mary, mother of Mark." She 
remembers Mark serving as an acolyte at 
age five, and while holding the candle 
torch, some of the wax dripped onto the 
side of his face . Ever-conscious of litur
gical presence, Mark didn't make a 
sound. Not until the procession filed out 
of the church and out of ear shot of the 
congregation did the five year old begin 
to cry as he saw his waiting mother. 

Mark was aware of his desire to par
ticipate in Eucharist at an early age as 
well. His parents recall that as a toddler 
he would go to the communion rail and 
fold his arms across his chest as they had 
instructed him. But then as the priest 
arrived in front of Mark he would thrust 
his hands up to receive the host. When 
the priest responded with a blessing 
instead, Mark, never one to let his theo
logical opinion go unexpressed, would 
stamp his foot and shake his head in 
angry defeat. 

VERGERS VOICE 

Mark Emory Graham 
1958-1996 

There were to be other moments of 
personal defeat with the church which he 
so loved. As a child Mark predicted he 
would be bishop. But as a gay man in 
the Episcopal Church in his time in his
tory, he was blocked from ordination. 
This was a source of continuing pain for 
Mark and one that did not achieve a 
happy resolution before his death. As we 
mourn Mark's passing, we also mourn 
his sense of rejection with the ordination 
process of this diocese. It was a bitter 
loss for him and for us. 

Pentecost 1996 

When Mark was sixteen he wrote an 
essay for a Boy Scout award. He said, 
"How does one find out one's calling in 
life? God doesn't just call you up on the 
telephone, wish you well and bring up 
this job God's been saving for you. It's 
not that easy. But I would say a good 
way of finding out is through good, 
down-to-earth people." 

In fact, regardless of the restrictions 
of the ordination process, Mark was 
made priest by good, down-to-earth 
people here in this parish, as evidenced 
by the Saint Aelred window in the 
chapel dedicated to Mark's leadership; 
by the portrait commissioned by his fel
low vergers; by the Louie Crew Award 
for his leadership in Integrity; and by his 
continued influence in All Saints' liturgy 
as Head Verger. At a personal level, 
many of us counted on Mark as confes
sor. For those of us in the gay and les
bian community, Mark's commitment to 
remain with in the church while working 
for institutional change, served as a testi
mony to courage and hope. In many 
ways, he carried us - liturgically, emo
tionally, and spiritually. 

One event stands out in Mark's life 
as a time when he was carried, liturgical
ly, emotionally, and spiritually. I would 
say it was probably the highlight of his 
church life experience. His father, Lloyd, 
recalls Mark phoning him one day to ask 
his advice about accepting a year's posi
tion as verger at Coventry. Mr. Graham's 
enthusiastic encouragement of his son to 
accept the chance of a lifetime helped 
Mark to have an experience of church 
which deeply satisfied him. It fed him 
with the kind of food that nourished his 
soul. Thanks be to God for that experi
ence of belonging and connection for 
him. (continued on page three) 
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The folluwing message was received from 
President Gleason as the liirgers Voice went 
to press. 

I am saddened to report the passing 
of another member of the Vergers 
Guild. Robert J. Davis was the Head 
Verger (volunteer) of the Cathedral 
Church of Saint John the Divine in 
New York City. 

Bob was born on May 21, 1948, 
and died on June 14, 1996, at the age of 
48. Bob was a nurse and had worked for 
the Visiting Nurses Services of New 
York as the nurse coordinator in the 
home care division. 

Bob became a verger in 1988 under 
the tutelage of Head Verger David 
Pelletier. When David left the Cathedral 
in 1992, Bob become Head Verger. He 
and six other volunteer vergers were 
officially installed in a ceremony in 
February, 1993, with David Jette, Vice 
President of the Vergers Guild and 
Head Verger of Trinity Church, Wall 
Street, NYC , representing the guild. 

"May he rest in peace from his labours! 
May God Bless Robert J. Davis!" 

Mr. Davis) memorial and committal was 
held on TuesdayJune 18) at the Cathedral 
Church of St. John the Divine. 
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Mark Emory Graham now virges at 
Our Lord's great altar, joining the great 
liturgists of the Church and all the Saints 
in heaven. With friends and family at his 
side, Mark went to Glory early on 
Maundy Thursday; April 4. Mark, always 
the perfectionist in timing, in protocol, 
in liturgy; knew when to depart. He had 
prepared, was prepared, to meet our 
Lord; and his final liturgy was a requiem 
that he had designed. In a preface to the 
service, he says, 

"Since this liturgy varies somewhat 
from that found in the Book of Common 
Prayer, a few words of explanation seem 
in order. The old joke goes something 
like this, 'How can you tell the difference 
between a liturgist and a terrorist?' The 
answer: 'You can negotiate with a terror
ist.' Being a liturgist, I had to have the 
last word! 

"This liturgy makes use of balanced 
language. In the words of our Primate, 
Edmond Browning, 'In this church, 
there shall be no outcasts.' The proces
sion enters to a hymn attributed to St. 
Francis of Assisi, since I was born into 
the body of Christ through baptism at 
St. Francis, Tampa; it exits to an All 
Saints hymn, since I am born into ever
lasting life from All Saints, Atlanta. The 
saints named at the end of the 
Eucharistic Prayer represent the follow
ing phases in my life: Francis of Assisi, · 
my parish in Tampa; Ignatius of Loyola, 
Jesuit High School, Tampa; William 
Porcher DuBose, The University of the 
South, Sewanee; Michael & All Angels, 
Coventry Cathedral; Martin Luther 
King, J r, Atlanta, Georgia; and Aelred 
of Rievaulx, Patron Saint of Integrity 

"The closing organ voluntary is a 
work based upon the ancient Sequence 
hymn for Easter Day; which I played at 
my senior organ recital at Sewanee. 

"The Book of Common Prayer, page 
507, describes the burial office as 'an 
Easter Liturgy. It fmds all its meaning in 
the resurrection. Because Jesus was 
raised from the dead, we too, shall be 
raised. The liturgy; therefore, is charac
terized by joy; in the certainty that 'nei
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-

cipalities, not things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.' 

'This joy; however, does not make 
human grief unchristian. The very love 
we have for each other in Christ brings 
deep sorrow when we are parted by 
death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of 
his friend. So, while we rejoice that one 
we love has entered into the nearer pres
ence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympa
thy with those who mourn."' 

Therefore Mark Emory Graham's 
Requiem Service on Easter Monday; 
April 8, was an occasion of joy and sor
row all mixed together. Over 350 peo
ple-family; friends, colleagues, vergers, 
clergy; a bishop-attended the Requiem 
Eucharist at All Saints' Church in 
Atlanta the day after Easter with the 
sanctuary still glowing with the flowers 
and beauty of the Easter Day. Following 
the service, Mark's ashes were commit
ted in All Saints' Ash Garden in the 
courtyard of the church. 

Mark's final days, final liturgy, and 
final words, were done his way: the 
proper way with all the dignity; respect, 
and faithfulness that only he knew how 
to do so well. Mark even was able to per
suade his rector, the Rev. Harry H 
Pritchett, Jr, to incense the altar during 
the Eucharist, and incense his ashes dur- · 
ing the Committal. Harry told the con
gregation during brief remarks at the 
beginning of the service, that he was 
only doing this because Mark had asked 
him as a personal favor. 

Mark was my friend and colleague. 
I will miss him greatly. I thank him for 
the times we had together in developing 
the Vergers Guild of the Episcopal 
Church; I respected his knowledge of, 
and education in, the liturgy and history 
of the Church. He is wrapped in Our 
Lord's arms now, and may he serve Our 
Lord with the same knowledge and 
faithfulness that he served all of us here 
on this earth. God bless Mark Emory 
Graham! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia ! 



Mark Emory Graham (continued from front page) 

Mark died young, on Maundy 
Thursday; in the middle of Passover, at 
the age of 38, with complications from 
AIDS. Because he was aware of his diag
nosis he had some time to consider 
things . A year ago he articulated some of 
his thoughts in the Holy Saturday ser
mon he preached here at All Saints . At 
the conclusion of the service he told some 
of us that he felt as though he had just 
preached his own eulogy. I think it only 
fitting that I conclude my own remarks 
with words of Mark's own choosing. 

Mark said, "The day following a 
friend's death, I received the news that I 
most probably have a lesion in my throat 
which is Karposi's Sarcoma. Those same 
awful Holy Saturday questions popped 
up for me again: Why? For what pur
pose? It's just not right. How did I let it 
happen? How did God let it happen? 
Does this signal the end? Why now? 
How fast will this scourge of AIDS take 
control of my life? I have things to 
accomplish. My time has not yet come. 
What I am not certain of this Holy 
Saturday; as my doubts and fears rest 
inside the sealed tomb with our Savior, is 
how soon my personal Easter will come. 
It is only in faith, that same faith which 
brought the women to our Redeemer's 
tomb early on that Easter morning, that I 
can find release from my own tomb, and 
each of you from your tombs. It is one of 
the hardest lessons of love any person 
ever has to learn. If you truly love, let it 
go. If you truly love, let it go. I invite 
you, my brothers and sisters, not to dwell 
inside your own tombs this day. We have 
ample occasions for that throughout the 
year. Rather I invite us all to focus on 
finding ways to roll back the stone, to 
break the seal, to empty out - so that 
when visitors come to our tombs they 
may indeed find them empty; and we will 
have made room for their love, their 
affection, their prayers, their support and 
embrace." 

Mark Emory Graham was my friend 
and yours. He was son and brother and 
uncle; colleague, mentor, and brother in 
Christ. We will miss him together, as we 
make room for one another's grief. As we 
receive Eucharist together, may we open 
ourselves again to the truth of risen love; 
so that even at the grave we make out 
Song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. AMEN. 

Abbot of Rievaulx) 1167 

Friendship, Aelred teaches, is both a 
gift from God and a creation 
human effort. While love is universal, 
freely given to all, friendship is a par
ticular love between individuals, 
which the example is Jesus and John 
the Beloved Disciple. As abbot, 
Aelred allowed his monks to hold 
hands and give expressions of friend
ship. In the spirit of Anselm 
Canterbury and Bernard of Clairvaux, 
Aelred writes: 

"There are four qualities which 
characterize a friend : loyalty; right 
intention, discretion, and patience. 
Right intention seeks for nothing 
other than God and natural good. 
Discretion brings understanding 
what is done on a friend's behalf, and 
ability to know when to correct 
faults . Patience enables one to be just
ly rebuked, or to bear adversity on 
another's behalf. Loyalty guards and 
protects friendship, in good or bitter 
times . 
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ATLANTA IN '96 
Mark Graham's home parish, All 

Saints' Church, and St. Philip's 
Cathedral will host the Eighth National 
Conference of the Vergers Guild of the 
Episcopal Church in Atlanta, Georgia, 
September 26-29. Hotel accommoda
tions are at the Renaissance Hotel, 
across the street from All Saints' Church 
and on the MARTA subway line from 
Hartsfield International Airport. 

Peter Withers, conference coordi
nator, has released the following tenta
tive schedule of events: 
Thursday, September 26. Members 
and guests register throughout the day. 
A reception will be held in late afternoon 
and the conference will open with 
Evensong at St. Philip's Cathedral. 
Supper follows. 
Friday, September 27. Breakfast served 
at 8 am, with orientation and welcome 
for members and guests following. The 
rest of the day is for business, interrupt
ed by the Noon Office and lunch. A spe
cial social event is scheduled for the 
evenmg. 
Saturday, September 28. The Holy 
Eucharist will be celebrated at 8 am. 
Mter breakfast, members conduct a final 
business meeting. Mter the Noon Office 
and lunch, the afternoon is free . At 6 
pm, members and guests gather for a 
cocktail party and the annual banquet. 
Sunday, September 29. Breakfast at 8 
am. The Festival Eucharist of the Vergers 
will be celebrated at 11 :30 am at All 
Saints' Church. The conference ends 
with a reception in All Saints' Parish 
Hall. 

Room reservations should be 
made directly with the Renaissance 
Hotel, (404) 881-6000. Mention you 
are attending the conference of the 
Vergers Guild of the Episcopal Church. 
Room rate is $102 single/double. 
Inquire for suites . The rate is applicable 
three days prior and after the conference. 

A final schedule and conference reg
istration packet will be sent to all mem
bers in the near future. 

For further information, contact 
Peter Withers, 3180 Galangale Way, 
Doraville, GA 30340; (770) 938-
5434. 
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VGEC TRAINING COURSE 

The VGEC's Course of Training 
for a Verger is now available. Written by 
the late Mark Emory Graham, Head 
Verger at All Saints', Atlanta, and adapt
ed from the Fundamentals Course of the 
Church of England Guild of T-h;gers) the 
course can help vergers gain a thorough 
knowledge of their own parishes, con
gregations, facilities, and clergy. 

Congregation usuaully see only a 
part of the verger's role in a parish: the 
ceremonial "verging" of participants to 
and from various places at services. But 
this is only an aspect of a verger's job. 
The "protector of the procession" may 
also serve as administrator, clerk, tour 
guide, sexton, historian, doorkeeper, and 
gravedigger. Often the verger is respon
sible for the activities of acolytes lectors 

' ' lay eucharistic ministers, and altar guild 
workers. Clergy often rely on the verger 
to welcome visitors, help the needy, 
coordinate people's talents with parish 
programs, and on occasion to smooth a 
parishioner's ruffied feathers. 

The four areas of study are: 
Knowing your Church 
The people 
The building 
The history 
Pastoral considerations 
Safety considerations 
Yourself 
Basic Training 
The Book of Common Prayer 
The Book of Occasional Services 
Other Resources 
Vestments 
Virges 
Techniques and Practices 
The Constitution and Canon 

of the Episcopal Church 
Planning and Execution 
Checklists 
Bishop's Visitation 
Processions 
Parish Registers 
Special Services 

Final Evaluation 
Reading List 
To register, contact VGEC President 

Bill Gleason, 618 Harpeth Parkway East, 
Nashville, TN 37221-7061; (615) 646-
7061; vergers@AOL.COM 

AT YOUR SERVICE 
by Ruth Gledhill 

This article first appeared in the Internet 
Edition ofThe Times of London 

On the commissioning of vergers at 
Birmingham Cathedral 

A Mission for Our People 

Taking verger Peter Moody by the 
right hand, the Provost said: "I admit 
you as verger in this cathedral, and hand 
you this verge, as your staff of office." 

We were at Birmingham Cathedral. 
The service began with the commission
ing of two vergers, those mysterious fig
ures often to be seen on television at 
state services, carrying a mace and 
escorting the clergy and other dignitaries 
around church. This historic ceremonial 
role has in the modern age been aug
mented by that of caretaker and, address
ing Mr Moody's partner in office, 
Martin Taylor, the Provost said: "Will 
you care for this House of God and for 
the people who worship here, to the best 
of your ability?" 

Together, the new vergers respond
ed: "By God's grace, I will." 

A phrase from scripture set the 
theme - "The way; the truth and the life" 
before we went into the Church of 
England's modern confession. This was 
made even more modern in this cathe
dral with the use of the politically correct 
"neighbour" to replace "fellow men", as 
in having "sinned against''. Our reading, 
from Proverbs, was more comforting in 
its ancient wisdom. "I have led you in 
the path of uprightness . Keep hold of 
instruction," we heard. "Do not enter 
the paths of the wicked and do not walk 
the ways of evil. Avoid it. Turn away 
from it. For they cannot sleep unless 
they have done wrong." 

The way of the wicked was like deep 
darkness, we heard. "They do not know 
over what they stumble." There was 
more to come from Corinthians. "What 
is seen passes away;" a woman read. 
"What is unseen is eternal." 

Our preacher, the Rev David Lee, a 
former missionary in Uganda and 
recently a parish priest, had been 
installed the night before as a new cathe
dral canon and as diocesan missioner 

' and he was that day's preacher. 
Increasingly, dioceses in Britain are 

~ppointing ~uch people, part of a grow
mg recogmnon in the church that a post
modern, secular Britain is as much in 
need of mission today as the developing 
world was deemed to be in the last cen
tury. 

Canon Lee opened with a prayer: 
"We ask that you will teach us more of 
yourself." He speculated on what our 
first impressions of him might be."He 
looks a bit short, doesn't he?" was one 
possible response. He referred to the dis
ciple known as "Doubting Thomas" for 
refusing to believe in the resurrection 
without seeing the evidence before his 
eyes. "I rather respect Thomas," Canon 
Lee said. "I wish there were many more 
Thomases about in this church." 

Challenging us all to ask questions 
of God, he said he would rather have a 
Thomas than the woman who said to 
one preacher: "Marvellous sermon vicar 

' ' but I would not presume to understand 
it." 

FIVE-STAR GUIDE 
Cathedral Church of St Philip, Colmore 
Row, Birmingham, B3 2QB (0121-236 
4333) . 
Provost: The Very Rev Peter Berry 
Architecture: An elegant and dignified 
Queen Anne church in the English 
Baroque style. 
Sermon: Faithful exposition on doubt
ing Thomas. 
Music: Congregation struggled with 
some of the hymns but we heard a fabu
lous rendition of the Gloria from the 
choir of men and boys. 
Liturgy: Taken from the 1980 alterna
tive service book, with some badly-need
ed improvements. 
Spiritual High: Warm and friendly 
After-Service Care: Tea and coffee 
served at the west end, with canons in 
profusion by the door to shake hands 
with departing worshippers. 

©Times of Lond<!n 1996 

It was only a bust, but it gave Norb the Verger 
a secret thrill to dust off the bishop. 

Deborah Yener 



Joseph 0. Robinson 

As I prepare to write this column, a 
single idea keeps coming to mind. My 
habit is to listen to subtle messages, 
sometimes no more than tangents, but 
other times no less than God's revelation 
in our lives. So without really knowing 
which, let me uncap an issue that has 
come to mean a lot to me as I design and 
implement liturgical worship for a lively 
congregation. 

The word transparency keeps com
ing to mind; a word that in our local 
group of vergers and acolytes has 
become a watchword. Simply put, it 
amounts to this: our job as people who 
lead in worship, whether during proces
sions, during complicated services, dur
ing the administration of communion, 
or during any number of pastoral offices, 
is not to become the focus of attention, 
but to focus the attention on the things 
that are most important. In doing this 
we become transparent. Instead of being 
seen, we are seen through. If what is 
important becomes clearer for the wor
shipper, then we have done our part. 

When I can, I worship in other 
spaces, and occasionally I am confronted 
with a service where the servant minis
ters become the focus rather than the 
vehicle of the community's worship. By 
servant ministers I mean everyone from 
the Celebrant to the youngest acolyte 
carrying the smallest banner. 

The outward look of any service 
depends on the inward bearing of those 
who serve. When the focus is put in the 
wrong place, a procession looks like a 
parade of self-importance. When the 
focus is put in the right place, a proces
sion is an icon of God's people gathering 
for worship. 

Try as I might to find a formula that 
I might suggest to you for determining 
whether it's working in your place or 
not, I think the only thing worth doing 
is to ask the people who watch worship 
there every week. Now the point is not 
to ask them if they like what they see. 
Chances are they like that with which 
they have become familiar. Rather, ask 
them if they experience the movements 
of worship as inviting or off-putting. 

Liturgy 

Ask if they feel they are spectators or 
participants and if they would feel com
fortable in the procession, and why. Ask 
what looks like the most important thing 
that happens on Sunday morning. If 
they answer that it is the opening pro
cession or the ushers pacing the crowd 
for communion, then you may want to 
look at what you are doing. If they iden
tify the reading of the Gospel and the 
sharing of bread and wine, then you are 
more likely on track. 

Is the reason we want to be trans
parent simply to take ourselves out of 
the spotlight? No, there is nothing 
inherently wrong with being in the spot
light, and it is a place where we all live 
from time to time. The real reason for us 
to strive toward transparency is so the 
mysteries present in the community at 
worship can come to the fore. The mys
teries of God's grace, the incarnation, 
the community, the real presence--these 
are enough for God's people without 
any added choreography merely for the 
sake of looking mysterious. In other 
words, if we will relax and do only those 
things that need to be done, with only 
the movement that needs to be made, 
we will quickly cut through the extrane
ous veneer that waters down the power 
of worship and get back to the things we 
say are important. 

Joe's list of things to avoid in 
church: 

•Too many candles. Candles were 
placed in churches to give light where it 
was needed. Candles away from the cen
ter of worship tend to be distracting. 

• Extraneous Ceremonial. Trim 
away extra bows and genuflections. 
Though helpful to one's personal piety 
while walking through an empty church, 
they can be confusing and time-consum
ing in the midst of a major procession. 
Read through the Book of Common Prayer 
and let your mind walk through the 
worship service in your church. Do the 
actions agree with the words that are 
said? Are the really important things 
highlighted in a way that looks really 
important? 
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• Poorly planned liturgical action. 
Communication is very important. It is 
necessary, within reason, for everyone to 
know what is planned for a particular 
service. Watching an uninformed acolyte 
corp and choir reveals less about mystery 
than it does about confusion. 

• Religious Rigidity. Vergers came 
into being in a church that moved, and 
vergers continue to lead the movement 
of the Church. And when mid-stream 
changes become necessary, the verger 
should be able, in the twinkling of an 
eye, to change paths and directions as 
the needs of the worshiping community 
dictate. Flexibility is perhaps the most 
helpful and most endearing quality to be 
found in a verger. 

•Self-absorption. All of us, clergy 
and lay ministers, must remember what 
we are there to do. There are times in 
our lives when we become enveloped in 
our own worship and response to God's 
goodness to us . Public worship, howev
er, walks a line between involvement and 
detachment that allows us to be watch
ing the service with an eye toward emer
gencies, improvements, and adaptations. 
We must be always vigilant. 

Finally, transparency depends upon 
our comfort level in the midst of wor
ship. If we fidget and worry over the 
least of things, we will, no doubt, dis
tract worshipers from the things that are 
important. If we approach the worship 
of the Church with the comfort found in 
other moments of our lives, we will 
teach that worship is just that, an impor
tant moment that is a part of our lives; 
not something other than, but some
thing deeply connecting, and grounded 
in the way we live and move and have 
our being. Above all, "Plan tight and 
hang loose." Know exactly what you are 
expecting from a particular service and 
expect that service to change before it is 
finished. 

The Rev. Joseph 0. Robinson is li'ice
President of the Association of Diocesan 
Liturgy and Music Commissions

1 
and 

Canon Precentor/Evangelist of St. ]ohn1s 
Cathedral> Denver. 
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Verger's Hymn 

Slow & Measured M.M. 70 . _;:~rf~~=¥J ~ J t -. 3 7 p f =f=*F~rP~~ I 
1. In the sha - dow of the Lord, shines a bright- er, pur- er light 
2. In the sha - dow or the Lord, let us fol - low, glv - lng heed 
3. In the she -dow of the Lord, let us qui - et - ly pur . sue 
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Grant us, Lord, the Grace to stay 
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hearts that fol- low In his path, 
for the Lord his ho- ly way, 
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I show - ing us the way to win through the night or sin and wrath. 

k - ing straight his road with care that his sheep go not a - stray. 

---~~~:- _ no~ to force our way, but to~ car - ry out thy __ w~l~~---
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Words and music by Toby 0. Griffm, 

Mr Griffin is a verger at St. Andrews) Edwardsville) Illinois) and a new member of the VGEC. 



Church of the Ascension Hosts Verger Workshop 

President Gleason with those who attended the Vergers Workshop at the 
Church of the Ascension. Clearwater, Florida, on March 2-3, 1996. 

VGEC President Bill Gleason con
ducted a Vergers Workshop at the 
Church of the Ascension in Clearwater, 
Florida, on the weekend of March 2-3, 
1996. Topics for discussion were the his
tory of the office and its role in today's 
Church; a verger's duties and vestments; 
and membership in the Vergers Guild of 
the Episcopal Church. 

In attendance : the Rev. Reif 
Farrell, Wayne Farrell, Dale Willard, 
St. Boniface, Sarasota, FL; Eugene J. 
Jeffords, St. David's, Roswell, GA; 
John Thompson, Ryan Regal, Angus 
W. Graham, Jr., Christ Church, 
Bradenton, FL; Larry Zuber, St. 
Mary's, Palmetto, FL; Edwin A. 
Caldwell, John E. Meyers, John T. 
O'Reilly, Church of the Redeemer, 
Sarasota, FL; Gordonn Dirkes, St. 
Alban's, Auburndale, FL; R. Andrew 
Duncan, St. Francis by the Sea, Blue 
Hill, ME; Bruce Bingham, St. 
Matthew's, Gulfport, FL; Delene E. 
Logan, St. Wilfred's, Sarasota, FL; 
WilliamS. Cricket Adams, Church of 
the Resurrection, S. S. B., South 
Carolina; John Miseroy, Good 
Samaritan, Clearwater, FL; Janice E. 
Swenson, Rebecca Muench, Charles 
J. Skinner, Beth Boyd, Marcia 
Fellows, Sheila Burrell, Thomas 
Burrell, Bill Fellows, Ella B. 
Farshing, Donald Farshing, St. John's 
Cathedral, Jacksonville, FL; Ray A. 
Working, St. Alfred's, Palm Harbor, 
FL; Harold J. Hickcox, St. Petersburg, 
FL; Linda Squires, Cathedral Church 
of St. Luke, Orlando, FL; Lloyd B. 
Graham, St. Mark's, Tampa, FL. 

Attending from the host church 
were the rector, the Very Rev. Richard 
H. Cobbs rv, Head Verger Larry 
Clem, and Assistant Vergers Charles 
Bailey, Cathy Conklin. 

• 
Those attending the workshop at 

the Church of the Ascension in 
Clearwater were also invited to vest and 
participate in the installation of 
Catherine Conklin as assistant verger. 
Pictured below left to right are Charles 
Bailey, Catherine Conklin, VGEC 
President Bill Gleason, and Head 
Verger Larry Clem. 

• 
Norman R. Cole, verger and vestry 

man at Christ Church, Williamport, Pa., 
and Harriet Louise Long, who sings in 
the choir, were engaged Christmas Eve. 
They plan to be married in the spring of 
1997. 

• 
R. Wayne Boyle-Parsley, ceremo

nial verger, St. Matthias' Church, 
Nashville, recently forwarded to The 
"lkrgers vvice an expired ATM card that 
had passed across his desk in the name of 
Larry T. Verge. 
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Guilders 
&Guildings 

Verger Peter W. Albertis, SKCM, 
of Richmond, Virginia, invites VGEC 
members to consider membership in the 
Society of King Charles the Martyr. 
Founded in 1894, the objects of the soci
ety are: 

To pray for the Anglican 
Communion; 

To promote a wide observance of 30 
January, the day of the Martyrdom of 
King Charles I in 1649; 

To win general recognition of the 
great debt the Anglican Communion 
owes Charles Stuart for his faithfulness 
unto death in defense of the Church and 
her apostolic ministry; 

To work for the reinstatement of the 
Feast of King Charles the Martyr in the 
Kalendar of the Book of Common 
Prayer throughout the Anglican 
Communion; and 

To encourage efforts to build and 
equip churches and erect shrines dedicat
ed to Saint Charles. 

Annual dues are $10, and entitle 
members to receive the semiannual 
newsletters of both the American and 
British branches of the Society. The 
Society has a Mass and meeting each year 
close to January 30. A price list of tracts, 
holy cards, postcards, Society badges, 
and other items is available upon request. 

Those interested should contact 
William A. Gardner, Membership 
Secretary, 3 Bent Water Circle, Lantana 
FL 33462. 
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