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ST. JOHN'S SPOKANE HOSTS SEVENTH ANNUAL VGEC CONFERENCE 

The Seventh Annual Conference of the ~rgers-' Guild of the Episcopal Church 

T he Cathedral Church of St. 
John the Evangelist in 
Spokane, Washington, was the 

site of the Seventh Annual 
Conference of the Vergers' Guild of 
the Episcopal Church, September 14-
17, 1995. 

Thirty vergers, and five spouses, 
came together from around the coun
try for a late-summer weekend of 
warm fellowship. 

Dennis Murphy, Head Verger at 
St. John's, and his associates wel
comed the visiting vergers to the ven
erable Spokane Club Thursday after
noon, where guests gathered up their 
conference packets and were shown 
their accommodations for the next 
three days. 

Late afternoon began with a wine 
and cheese party in the Cathedral's 
parish . hall, where old friendships 
were renewed and first-timers were 
welcomed. Mter a photo session, the 
vested vergers processed into the 
Cathedral for the opening Eucharist, 
celebrated by the Dean, the Very Rev. 

John F. Buenz, Jr., with the Rt. Rev. 
Frank Jeffrey Terry, Bishop of 
Spokane, preaching. Choral music 
was offered by the Spokane Area 
Children's Chorus. 

Mter the service, guests were led 
down the street to Pete and Kate 
Moyes' home for a sunset supper in a 
garden overlooking the city and 
Spokane River. Voices and laughter 
filled the summer evening as stories 
were recounted and memories shared. 

Friday was mostly for business, 
interrupted by a Eucharist at mid-day. 
That evening the guests embarked on 
a cruise on Lake Coeur d'Alene, 
enjoying a buffet supper in the gath
ering twilight. 

Saturday's Eucharist remembered 
Ninian, Bishop in Galloway, c. 430. 
The Celebrant, Canon Mason, 
remarked that Ninian, like a good 
Celt of his time, spent most of his day 
looking out at the sea, rapt in con
templation. Not a bad model for our 
own lives, with or without a sea, the 
good Canon suggested. 

After business and lunch, guests 
enjoyed a tour of the Cathedral and 
an organ demonstration, then retired 
to the Spokane Club for personal 
time before the evening's events. 

The Georgian Room of the 
Spokane Club was the site of the 
annual banquet. Mter drinks and din
ner, the Hon. George T Shields deliv
ered a most entertaining speech, dur
ing the course of which he humor
ously attempted to state definitively, 
once and for all, a verger's reason for 
being. 

The Festival Eucharist of the 
Vergers' Guild was celebrated in high 
style, and high fashion, at 11 am 
Sunday morning. The entrance pro
cession was so long that the end only 
began to move as the cross 
approached the altar. 

Mter the service, the congrega
tion received their guests in the Great 
Hall, giving the vergers an opportuni
ty to express individual thanks for the 
generous hospitality that St. John's 
had provided. 
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President's Message 
William Gleason 

President) VC1Zfers) Guild of the Episcopal Church 

wednesday) 17 january. Raymond 
Newton has resigned as Editor of The 
vergers) voice. Head Verger Barry 
Bowman, of St. John's Cathedral, 
Denver, has agreed to take over the edi
torship. Thanks Raymond for the issues 
you put out last year; thanks Barry for 
assuming the editor's job. 

Monday) 5 February. Well, the sched
uled annual Diocesan Conference of the 
Diocese of Mississippi, and a meeting of 
the Mississippi Chapter of the VGEC 
was postponed this weekend because of 
an ice and snow storm that shut down all 
of Mississippi. Helen and I drove down 
to Jackson on Thursday; 1 February; and 
upon our arrival, were informed that the 
conference had been postponed. So we 
spent a long weekend in Jackson, 
Mississippi, with Margaret McLarty (and 
family), Assistant Verger of St. Andrew's 
Cathedral, and VGEC Treasurer, trying 
to stay warm in the minus-zero tempera
tures and no electricity. Margaret and I 
did get some VGEC business accom
plished, and we had the opportunity to 
visit with Mike Flannes and Russell 
Grant, also vergers at the Cathedral. 

Friday) 23 February. The application 
for the Course of Training for a VC1Zfer 
went to press today. It will be ready to 
mail to the full membership and mailing 
list within two weeks. Then we can get 
the long awaited VGEC Training Course 
out to you. This course, finished last 
month by Mark Graham, Head Verger at 
All Saints' Episcopal Church in Atlanta, 
encompasses all aspects of a verger's 
duties within the Church. Working with 
your selected mentor, you arc asked to 
explore, investigate, and write about 
yourself, your parish and parishioners, 1 

your liturgy. The course is designed to 
take about a year to complete, at which 
time awards and diplomas will be pre
sented at the VGEC's annual 
Conference. 

Monday1 4 March . I have just 
returned from Clearwater, Florida where 
I held a Vergers' Workshop for everyone 
interested in the Diocese of Southwest I 
Florida. Thirty-six people (vergers, cler-

gy and those just interested) showed up 
on Saturday; 2 March, in the Parish Hall 
of the Episcopal Church of the 
Ascension. Head Verger Larry Clem, 
Assistant Verger Charles Bailey, and · 
soon-to-be-installed Assistant Verger 
Catherine Conklin hosted the workshop 
to all the visitors. The four-hour work
shop included training and discussion of 
the history of the verger, the use of the 
virge and beadle's pole, and an examina
tion of the various vestments worn by 
the verger. On Sunday; 3 March, the Very 
Rev Richard Cobbs IV, Rector of 
Ascension, installed Catherine Conklin 
as Parish Verger (the third), and also 
installed William S. "Cricket'' Adams, Jr, 
as Parish Verger of Church of the 
Resurrection in Surfside Beach, South 
Carolina, for its Rector, the Rev. William 
Christian III. 

Tuesday) 5 March. I have just accept
ed an invitation to come to Houston the 
weekend of 26-28 April to give another 
Vergers' Workshop, and assist the Rev. 
James Smalley in the Installation of three 
vergers at Saint Thomas' Episcopal 
Church. More details will be available as 
they are known. 

I am very happy with all the renewal 
memberships that have been sent back so 
quickly and promptly. I thank you for 
your support. There are still a lot of 
renewals to be returned. Please return 
them as soon as possible. I want to begin 
working on the 1996 Membership 
Directory by the end of March and I do 
not want to leave anybody out. 

Please keep your letters, phone calls, 
inquiries, faxes, Emails, coming to the 
VGEC Office. We continue to grow and 
get the word out to clergy and laity that 
have yet to hear about the Guild. Your 
support and interest in the continued 
growth of the Vergers' Guild of the 
Episcopal Church is greatly appreciated. 
I pray that each of you had a Joyous 
Christmas and Happy New Year. I pray 
that you have a contemplative Lent, and 
a Blessed Easter. God Bless you all. 

Bill 



Liturgy 
Joseph 0. Robinson 
Canon Precent01; St. John)s Cathedral> Denver 

Keeping a Holy Week 

I wonder if the popular practice of 
week-long revivals, happening in count
less Protestant churches across our coun
try can be traced to a more traditional 
keeping of an "octave" in churches who 
share a more liturgical history Whether 
it does or not, we have learned a great 
deal from our Protestant brothers and 
sisters about how to make a week of cel
ebration or devotion work in communi
ty. It was not long ago that most litur
gists saw the focus of those days just 
before Easter as resting in the Triduum, 
those three special days of Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday, But, three days do not a holy 
week make. 

Two years ago we began experi
menting at St. John's with different ways 
to make the week prior to Easter more 
accessible, more inclusive, and more 
devotional. We met with great success: 
larger congregations for the special ser
vices and a healthy core for the smaller 
ones. From this experience we learned a 
few things we would like to share. These 
suggestions, of course, should be tai
lored to the needs and particulars of 
your own congregation. 

•Standardize the time of services for 
the whole week. Offer all daily 
Eucharists at a regular hour. We chose 7 
am, while all evening services were 
offered at 7 pm Morning prayer contin
ued in the chapel each day at 9. 

•Offer a service each night of Holy 
Week. We designed two additional ser
vices in the form of congregational even
songs to be used on Monday and 
Tuesday in Holy Week. These were con
gregational because we thought it unfair 
to ask the choir to work any harder, as 
their plate was already full for Holy 
Week. Since the propers for the day had 
already been presented at Eucharist, and 
the daily office read, there was a certain 
freedom in selecting the texts for these 
services . We decided on propers for less
er feast and fasts that fell during Holy 
Week, or something that could logically 
be transferred to those days. Last year 

we commemorated Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
on the fiftieth anniversary of his martyr
dom. This year we will remember John 
Donne on Monday, and the cleansing of 
the Temple on Tuesday. Tenebrae is 
chanted on Wednesday, and is described 
as an overture for the dramatic days to 
follow. Maundy Thursday remembers 
the institution of the Lord's Supper and 
the ministry of servanthood symbolized 
by the washing of feet . Good Friday 
takes us to the foot of the cross, where 
we find the wilted palms from Palm 
Sunday strewn on the ground. The 
Great Vigil of Easter rehearses the story 
of our faith and presents the catechu
mens for baptism and confirmation. 

• Unify print material and graphic 
design. We designed a cover that includ
ed panels representing the triduum. At 
each service a different panel of the art 
work was highlighted and shown to be 
but a part of a greater whole. In a perfect 
world this graphics scheme could be 
extended to the entire week, beginning 
with Palm Sunday liturgies and climax
ing with the great liturgies of Easter 
Day. 

• Introduce the entire week in terms 
of a pilgrimage. Impress upon the peo
ple that each day of the week has its own 
story to tell as we move on our way to 
the cross and finally to an empty tomb. 

• Most importantly, make this week 
inclusive. This may be the greatest evan
gelistic tool we possess . Advertise the 
entire week's schedule in the local press. 
Post the schedule outside the church in 
letters large enough to be read from 
passing traffic. Seldom are we better rep
resented or better understood as God's 
people than during these days of great 
devotion, days when we journey as a 
family united by a common belief that 
we are moving toward God's great sur
prise. Not unlike the week-long revival, 
a week in devotion preparing for Easter 
can be a life changing experience, and a 
Holy Week. 
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The Rev. Canon joseph 0. Robinson 
wears two hats at St. ]ohn>s. He is both 
Canon Precentor and Canon Evangelist. 
The precentor as evangelist reflects the 
view that the liturgy is perhaps our 
Church>s greatest evangelistic tool. 

Canon Robinson is Vice-President of 
the Association of Diocesan Litu'lfy and 
Music Commissions. He is well-known in 
the Diocese of Mississippi> where> prior to 
his arrival at St. john;s in February 
1992> he was Chaplain to the Mississippi 
Conference on Church Music and the 
Lirtugy; and Rector of Trinity Church> 
Yazoo City. 

Canon Robinson)s column on liturgy 
will appear regularly in The Vergers' 
Voice. 
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PRESIDENT PRESENTS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
AWARDS AT SPOKANE VGEC CONFERENCE 

President Gleason presents the Distinguished Service Award of the Vergers' 
Guild of the Episcopal Church to Walter "Wacco" Mace (left), St. Dunstan's, 
Houston, and to Mark Emory Graham (right), All Saints', Atlanta, during the 
Seventh Annual VGEC Conference. 

Walter "Wacco" Mace and Mark 
Emory Graham were presented 
Distinguised Service Awards at the closing 
banquet of the Seventh Annual VGEC 
Conference in Spokane. 

The special resolution for Wacco's 
award had been passed by the Sixth 
VGEC in Indianapolis. The citation 
accompanying the award read in part, "to 
Walter 'Wacco' Lewis Goodall Mace, for 
exemplary support for the Vergers' Guild 
of the Episcopal Church and for gently 
and lovingly upholding its principles to 
the benefit of his fellow parishioners." 
Wacco is Head Verger at St. Dunstan's 
Church in Houston. 

The citation accompanying Mark's 
award read, "to Mark Emory Graham, for 
his consistent and inestimable contribu
tions to our Guild, his parish and diocese 
as teacher, scholar, and prophet. Mark is 
Head Verger of All Saints' Church, 
Atlanta, the site of the 1996 VGEC 
Conference. 

• 
St. Andrew's Cathedral in Jackson, 

Mississippi, was the site of an acolyte 
"boot camp," sponsored by the Diocese of 
Mississippi. St. Andrew's Vergers Russ 
Grant, Mike Flannes, and Margaret 
McLarty directed the training, with the 
assistance of some twelve of the 
Cathedral's acolytes, who functioned as 
demonstrators, assistant instructors, and 
"coaches." Sixty-two acolytes from across 
the diocese participated in the assembly 
Each received a T-shirt with the assembly's 

logo on the back and ''Acolyte Boot 
Camp" across the front . The assembly cul
minated with a dazzling procession at the 
ll am Sunday Eucharist, where acolytes 
carried anything "not bolted down." 

• 
Charles Shipley has returned to his 

native Kansas to be Verger at Grace 
Cathedral in Topeka. Charles reports that 
along with ordinary verger duties, such as 
leaky plumbing and service leaflets, he has 
been very busy rebuilding the acolyte pro
gram. 

• 

Verger Ford with Bishop Browning 

Donald Ford, Verger at St. Mark's 
Church, Mt. Kisco, New York, recently 
had the opportunity to serve with 
Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning. The 
occasion was a wedding, and Donald 
assisted Bishop Browning by setting the 
altar and administering the chalice . 



Vergers Resurgent 
by Diane M. Hanson 

Editor 1S note: This article originally 
appeared in the Advent/Christmas 1995 
issue of Pro Fide. 

. In medieval days-gone-by, it wasn't 
JUSt a walk in the park for the clergy to 
make their way to the church or cathe
dral. The possibility of attack by some 
very disagreeable folks or even animals 
':as quite real. That's where the verger 
literally stepped in. The black-robed and 
hooded gentlemen may have walked 
softly but he definitely carried a big (and 
heavy) stick. 

Leading the procession was his 
mace (now known as a verge) in hand, 
the verger's role was precisely to clear 
the path for the clergy As the need for 
brute force during the processional 
dim.inish~d, so did the need for vergers . 
Whtle sttll maintained symbolically in 
the Church of England, vergers all but 
died out in the United States until about 
fifteen years ago. The tradition was 
revived by William Gleason who was 
then a member of St. George's Parish in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

"There was a great following at the 
outset," said Dr. Margaret Bennett, a 
psychotherapist who is head verger at 
the Cathedral Church of St. Paul in 
Detroit. While still only numbering 
around 300 in the United States the 

' demand for vergers is on the increase. 
"For one thing, it relieves the clergy 

a great deal," Bennett explained. "When 
most clergy can find out how useful a 
verger can be, they rush to find out how 
to get one." 

According to Edwin R. Hudson, 
verger at St. John's, Detroit, "Out duties 
depend on the rector we're working for 
or under. Some vergers have certain 
duties. They might help prepare the altar 
for Communion or they might be lec
tors ." Vergers might also escort (verge) 
lectors and other ministers to and back 
from the lectern. 

Hudson, 86, has been verger at St. 
John's since Easter Day 1990. He and 
his wife, Vivian, have been members of 
the church for 35 vears . 
. "I was headed toward the ministry 
m the beginning," he said. His educa
tion at the University of Detroit was 
interrupted by the need for employment 

to support his young family Mter retir
mg from his job at the Wayne County 
Probate Court, Hudson went back to 
the U of D and graduated at the age of 
79 . 

"I didn't make it in the ministry, but 
Fr. Richard Kim declared, 'We'll make 
you a verger at St. John's Church"' 
Hudson recounted. ' 

For Hudson, service to the Church 
comes naturally. "I look for work that 
needs to be done," he said. ''As long as 
you're in health, you can perform the 
duties." Hudson also serves as the 
parish's financial secretary. 

Bennett, who travels to England 
every summer and has become acquaint
ed with the vergers at London's St. 
Paul's Cathedral and Westminster 
Abbey, pointed out that the verger's pri
mary responsibility is to see that the ser
vice runs smoothly. They should know 
the liturgy very well and must be certain 
that the lectors and lay ministers are pre
sent. 

"Bec~use if you can't find anybody, 
you do 1t yourself," she said. To that 
end, Bennett is a licensed lay reader 
eucharistic minister, and chalice beare; 
as well as a h_ealing minister. "On a given 
Sunday, I mtght fill any of those roles " 
Bennett said. ' 

While the services of the verger are 
very beneficial to the clergy and add a bit 
of elegance to the service, the tradition
al trappings are now mostly symbolic. 

The black robes come from 
Wippell's in England and run around 
$500. The large sailor collar in back in 
symbolic of the hood that was once used 
to protect the verger from the elements. 
The Cambridge hats have since been 
added to top off the verger's garments. 

The t~ree stripes on the robe repre
sent the ttes that were once required to 
attach the hymnal, prayer book, and 
whatever else the priest desired, to the 
verger's garment, allowing the verger's 
hands freedom to wield the verge down 
upon anyone impeding the procession. 
"We don't have to fight off anybody, but 
we carry the verge just the same," noted 
Bennett. 

The verge she carries is a silver bust 
of St. Paul. "It is the most elegant verge 
I have ever seen," said Bennett. "You 
really can keep people in order. The joke 
at St. Paul's is, 'Stay away from 
Margaret, she'll get you."' 
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Verger Brinsden and Bishop Alard 

Vergers Paul Brinsden and Wacco 
Mace were invited to assist at the conse
cration of The Rt. Rev. Leopolda J. 
Alard as Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese 
of Texas in September. 

Paul reports that in the month lead
ing up to the consecration service he 
had the task of preparing the se:Vice 
book that contained portions both in 
Spanish and English. 

He note~, "This is an interesting 
added potenttal function for lay people 
who know and understand the liturgy 
such as vergers! A significant added ben
efit is t~at the verger who is preparing 
th.e ser:lC~ book gets to interact closely 
With his btshop, and is able to develop a 
~lose understanding of what he would 
hke. The pro~ess also involves working 
very closely wtth the organist, choirmas
ter, Dioces_an Office, and of course, the 
~asters ot Ceremony. By the time the 
btg day arrives, the verger should know 
the plan very well." 

Paul continues, "the service was a 
wonderful , multicultural affair with 
Anglican bishops attending from' Spain, 
Honduras, Mexico, and a number from 
the United States. The ecumenical atten
dees included Roman Catholic and 
Orthodox bishops and leaders from 
other denominations . As is appropriate 
for such an occasion, there was much joy, 
col?r, and music, and the vergers added 
thetr own special touch." 
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