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V. G. E. C. 

GROWTH 
CONTINUES 

II 
he last few months 
for the Vergers' 
Guild have been 
ones of growth and 
activity. We have 

had many new members join the 
Guild, and numerous Installations 
have occurred and several will 
occur in the near future. As you 
might have noted in the last 
VIRGE (March 1993), six new 
Vergers at the Cathedral of Saint 
John the Divine in New York City 
have joined the VGEC; I am 
pleased to announce that this past 
month, six Vergers at the 
Cathedral of Saint John in the 
Wilderness in Denver, Colorado 
have joined the Guild. We also 
have new Vergers from the 
Cathedrals m Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania; Garden City, Long 
Island, New Y ark; Springfield, 
Illinois; Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada; Providence, 
Rhode Island; Trenton, New 
Jersey; Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Why all this activity and new 
memberships? All Deans of the 
Episcopal Cathedrals, and Bishops 
of the Episcopal Dioceses receive 
this Newsletter. They are passing 
on the news of the VGEC and the 
activities of the Guild to other 
Clergy in the Cathedrals, and/or to 
the Vergers in the Cathedrals. 
What is interesting to note is that 
when we began the VGEC five 
years ago, we talked about how to 
make contact with other Vergers 
throughout the country that we did 
not know about nor did they know 
about the VGEC. As we can now 
see, we have established that 
contact through the Bishops and 
Deans of the Episcopal Church. 
On behalf of the full membership 
of the Vergers' Guild of the 
Episcopal Church, I want to thank 
all of the Bishops and Deans who 
have read and passed on this 
Newsletter to the appropriate 
Clergy, Vergers, and other 
interested persons in their Dioceses 
and Cathedrals. We have 

appreciated your support and belief 
in the goals and purposes of the 
Guild. 

The Vergers' Guild of the 
Episcopal Church has been, since 
our beginnings, an association with 
an international reach. We have 
members in England and Canada. 
Now I can report, that the VGEC 
is also inter-denominational. 
Ordice A Gallups, Jr., previously 
the Verger and Liturgist at the 
Cathedral Church of the Advent in 
Birmingham, Alabama, has taken 
a new position as the Liturgist and 
Sacristan of Shades Valley 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, also 
in Birmingham, Alabama. In 
June 1991, I assisted at the 
installation of Ordice at the 
Cathedral. With his Renewal this 
year, he mentioned that he would 
like to continue his membership. 

Church of the Holy Cross 
Tryon, North Carolina 

servitas in cultu et cultus per servitatem 
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The VGEC has no limitations 
whatsoever on who can belong. 
We welcome one and all into our 
fellowship. 

As I have said many times, and 
will continue to proclaim, there is 
a Verger (or Vergers) in every 
church in this country, from the 
smallest mission to the largest 
cathedral. There is someone who, 
out of the happiness of their heart, 
and their dedication to the parish, 
the church, the clergy, puts in 
hours of volunteer, uncounted 
unrecognized time and devotion t~ 
the up-keep, preparation, and well
being of the facilities and the 
activities for the congregation. 
These individuals should be 
recognized for their service and 
commitment to the church and to 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ. Through 
fellowship of the Guild, we are 
reminded that we are not alone in 
performing our unique and quiet 
service to the church; there are 
other persons out there doing the 
same tasks. We also come to the 
awareness of the necessity of our 
tasks, and that these duties in the 
church that have gone back 
hundreds of years in the history of 
the Anglican Communion. 

Remember our motto as you 
perform your duties ! "Servitas in 
cultu et cultus per servitatem" that 
is "Service in worship and 
worship through service." 
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THANKS!! 
from 

BILL GLEASON 

would like to thank 
all of you for your 
continued prayers 
and thoughts over 
the last seven 

months, as I have looked for a 
new job and position. I am 
pleased to report to you that I am 
now an employee of United Parcel 
Service (UPS), working in the 
West Tennessee District in their 
Delivery Information/Loss 
Prevention Department. This 
De~artment includes Tracing, 
Claims, and Security. Currently I 
am working mainly in the Claims 
area, dealing with paying claims 
on lost and damaged parcels. My 
duties keep me on a computer 
most of the time, in-putting and 
out-putting with Q&A, LOTUS, 
and HARVARD GRAPHICS. I 
have become very proficient in 
Q&A and LOTUS. 

UPS is a very large international 
company. They take care of their 
employees very well, and have an 
extremely attractive benefits' 
package. I am enjoying the new 
challenges and will have 
opportunities to move up and learn 
new areas of the company. 

Another advantage is that this 
position is a week-day job; I have 
the opportunity and time to 
continue to serve the Guild and 
pr.omote it. I can also serve my 
Dwcese here in Tennessee during 
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the evenings and weekends, and in 
my church. We are now members 
of the Church of the Resurrection 
in Williamson County, Tennessee, 
only a couple of miles from our 
home. Marc Hitchcock, one of 
our Charter Members, is the 
Verger of Resurrection. 

If you need to contact me during 
the day, you may call me at UPS 
(615-885-8455 or 8549), and I will 
talk with you briefly, and then get 
back with you later' or you can 
always leave a message on the 
answering machine at the VGEC 
office in my home, and I will 
return your call upon arrival home. 

Once again, thanks for all your 
support and confidence. you have 
h~l~ed us get through a very 
difficult situation. 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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TWO VERGERS FOR SAINT BARTHOLOMEW'S 
January 24, 1993 

• 

ergers from 
throughout the 
Diocese of Atlanta 
gathered at Saint 
Bartholomew's 

Episcopal Church in Atlanta, 
Georgia on 24 January 1993, the 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany, 
to celebrate the Commissioning 
and Installation of two vergers into 
the life of Saint Bartholomew's 
Church. William Gleason, 
President of the Vergers' Guild 
assisted the Rev J. Chester Grey, 
Rector of Saint Bartholomew's, as 
Mark Douglas Stevens and 
Elizabeth Sydow Long became 
the Vergers of the parish. 

Serving as Presenters at the 
Commissioning, were Roger W. 
Smallridge and 
Betty Lou 
Brittain, Vergers at 
the Cathedral of 
Saint Philip in 
Atlanta, Mark E. 
Graham, Dennis 
M. Ullery, and 
Leslie Y. Pounds, 
Vergers at All 
Saints' Episcopal 
Church In 
downtown Atlanta, 
and Peter E. 
Withers, Verger at 
Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church 
in Decatur. All 
stood beside Mark 
and Elizabeth as 
they were 
examined, 
commissioned and 

installed by Reverend Grey and 
President Gleason. 

The parish of Saint Bartholomew's 
is blessed with a plethora of clergy 
and they, along with all of the 
attending vergers, made a very 
colorful and unusual Procession 
for the eyes of the congregation to 
behold. The vestments and gowns 
of the Clergy and Vergers 
enhanced the pageantry of this 
celebration . During the 
Installation, Mark and Elizabeth 
were presented with their Virges 
and VGEC Certificates. The other 
Vergers present also had an 
opportunity to renew their 
obligation of service as they were 
asked if they would "continue to 
perform with diligence and 

obedience your ministry as verger 
to the honor of God and the 
benefit of the clergy and members 
of your congregations." Following 
the Eucharist, Mark and Elizabeth 
led the Processions out of the 
Church. A reception followed in 
the Parish Hall after the service for 
the congregation to greet, 
welcome, and congratulate all the 
vergers attending the ceremony 
that day. 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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INSTALLING THE VERGERS OF SAINT JOHN'S THE DIVINE 
January 31, 1993 

by David R. Jette, Head Verger of the Parish of Trinity Church in the City of New York 

VGEC Vice President David Jette ~th from Left), with the Vergers at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in NYC 

[I 
n Sunday, 31 
January 1993, the 
Fourth Sunday 
after the 
Epiphany, as 

Vice President of the VGEC, 
I assisted In the 
commissioning of eight 
Vergers at the Cathedral 
Church of Saint John the 
Divine in New York City. 
This event took place in the 
context of the principal 
Sunday Eucharist in the Great 
Crossing of the Cathedral. 

Robert Davis was 
commissioned as Cathedral 
Verger, and Thomas D. 
Hurwitz, Tom Tammi, 
Teresa McCanlies, Marion 
Greenup, James Thompson, 
Stephen Dohnalek, Jr., and 
W .R. Henrik Smit were 
commissioned as Assistant 
Vergers. The vergers at the 
Cathedral are assigned tasks 
related to all liturgical 
preparations and organize and 
lead all processions. In a 
building the size of Saint 
John the Divine, with miles 

of corridors and aisles, this is 
a tremendous undertaking. I 
was impressed however, by 
the grace and intimacy of the 
Celebration enhanced by 
careful placement of the altar, 
sedilia and nave chairs and of 
course by the efficiency and 
fleet movements of the 
vergers! 

Most of the Cathedral 
Vergers are also new 
members of the Vergers' 
Guild of the Episcopal 
Church. Bob Davis and I 
have met a couple of times 
now and hope in the coming 
months to open channels of 
communication between the 
Vergers in the north and 
south of Manhattan, and all 
those in between. I ask your 
prayers for us as we seek to 
minister to our great city. 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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JIMMIE MATTHEWS INSTALLED AT EPIPHANY 
February 14, 1993 

t the Episcopal 
Church of the 
Epiphany in 
Houston, Texas on 
14 February 1993, 

the Sixth Sunday after the 
Epiphany, Jimmie Jo White 
Matthews was commissioned and 
installed as the first Verger of the 
parish. The Rev. Robert L. 
Gribble, Rector of Epiphany and 
William H. Gleason, President of 
the VGEC, charged Jimmie to 
"tend this House of God with 
reverence and care, and ... strive 
to keep the dignity of this office, 
and be a witness to God's call to 
love and serve." 

Also attending this important 
service in the life of the church, 

Jimmie Matthews admiring her new Virge. 

were VGEC members, Walter 
("Wacco") Mace, Verger of Saint 
Dunstan's Episcopal Church in 
Houston; Rob Rynearson, Verger 
at Palmer Memorial Church in 
Houston; and Bidwell Drake, from 
the Church of the Good Shepherd 
in Kingwood, Texas. Attending as 
a special guest was Barbara 
Wilson, President of the National 
Altar Guild Association (NAGA), 
who lives in Houston, and with 
whom the VGEC is already in 
close communication. 
[WHG : Members of the VGEC 
and NAGA must work closely 
together, as many of the duties of 
Vergers and Altar Guild members 
overlap.] 

Gleason led the Opening 
Processions into the church for the 
Service of Candlemas, the 
Installation of Layreaders and the 

Verger, and the Eucharist. At the 
Installation of the Verger, 
members of Jimmie's family 
presented her with her Verger's 
Gown, her Virge, a Cross, and a 
Bible. Her Virge and Cross were 
made by a parishioner, a very fine 
metalsmith. The President of the 
VGEC presented the Guild 
Certificate to her. Following the 
Eucharist, Jimmie Matthews' first 
official duty as the new Verger of 
the Church of the Epiphany was to 
lead the Closing Procession out of 
the church. A reception was held 
immediately following to 
congratulate the new Verger of the 
parish, and welcome the other 
guests to Epiphany. 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 



MAY 1993 THE PRESIDENT'S VIRGE Page 6 

HOLY CROSS NOW HAS A VERGER 
February 21, 1993 

• 

ow, along 
with his 
unique title 
of Master of 
the Hounds 

of the Tryon Hunt Club 
in . Tryon, North 
Carolina, Robert L. 
Ashcom has added a 
new title and vocation, 
Verger of the Church of 
the Holy Cross in the 
Diocese of Western 
North Carolina. 

In the small, quiet town 
of Tryon in the foothills 
of the Smokey 
Mountains, and on the 
border of North and 
South Carolina, the 
Episcopal Church of the 
Holy Cross now has a 
Verger. The Rev. Dr. 
John C. Zellner, the new 
Rector of the Church of 
the Holy Cross, recently 
appointed Bob Ashcom 
as the parish's first Verger. 

On Sunday, 21 February 1993, 
the Last Sunday after the 
Epiphany, a Service of 
Installation of a Verger was 
conducted during the 10:30 a.m. 
Eucharist Service. William 
Gleason, President of the 
Vergers' Guild of the Episcopal 
Church, arrived from Nashville, 
Tennessee to assist the Rector 
of Holy Cross in commissioning 

and installing Bob Ashcom as 
Verger. The Guild President 
led the Procession up to the 
Chancel in this beautiful stone 
church. Following the 
Readings, Sermon, and 
Confession, the Service of 
Installation of a Verger 
transpired. Presenters from the 
Parish, Staff, and Family gave 
Bob his Verger's accoutrements: 
a Verger's Gown, a Virge, a 
Hood, a Cross, a Bible, and the 

VGEC Gown Badge. 
VGEC President, 
William Gleason, 
representing the 
membership of the 
VGEC, presented Bob 
Ashcom the VGEC 
Certificate, a colorful 
proclamation bedecked · 
with the VGEC wax seal 
and red ribbon. The 
Service of Installation 
concluded as the 
congregation rejoiced in 
the new ministry of the 
Verger of the Church of 
the Holy Cross. Verger 
Ashcom' s first duty was 
to verge his first 
Procession out of the 
Church at the close of 
the Eucharist. A 
reception followed in the 
Parish Hall to 
congratulate Bob. 

On the evening prior, the 
Ashcom's entertained at 

their home on the lovely 
grounds of Lizard Ridge, their 
horse farm. It was a warm and 
friendly gathering with lively 
discussions including the history 
of the Office of Verger. 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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FUTURE INSTALLATIONS 
SET TO OCCUR 

May & June 1993 

• 

ay 20 is Ascension 
Day. On that 
evening, six new 
Vergers at All 
Saints ' Episcopal 

Church in Atlanta, Georgia will 
be commissioned and installed 
to assist Mark E. Graham, 
Head Verger of All Saints'. 
VGEC President William 
Gleason will assist the 
Reverend Harry H. Pritchett, Jr. 
as Shirley M. Banks, Bruce 
Garner, Lawrence L. Graham, 
Leslie Y. Pounds, Janet S. 
Todd, Dennis M. Ullery are 
presented as Assistant Vergers 
at All Saints'. Vergers from 
throughout the Diocese of 
Atlanta are being invited. Other 
Vergers who would like to 
attend are also welcome and 
should contact Mark Graham 
(Home#: 404-873-6190) to let 
him know they plan to attend. 

The Installation of Margaret 
Bennett and the vergers of the 
Cathedral Church of Saint Paul 
in Detroit, Michigan has been 
changed from 16 May to 
Sunday, 13 June. William 
Gleason will attend, and will 
present a Workshop on 
Saturday, 12 June at the 
Cathedral about Vergers and the 
Vergers' Guild of the Episcopal 
Church. All Vergers from 
Guild are invited to these 
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events. Please contact Margaret 
Bennett (Home#: 313-868-5975) 
if you will plan to attend. 

If you would like to schedule a 
formal Commissioning and 
Installation of the Verger(s) in 
your Parish, please contact 
William Gleason, President of 
the VGEC, (Home#: 615-646-
7061) for more information, 
details, and a copy · of the 
Service. 

* * * * * * * 

KNEELERSFOR 
VERGERS 

• 
esigned with the 
VGEC Seal on a 
beige background, 
and the VGEC 
Motto around the 

border, the first VGEC Kneeler 
has been completed for Parish 
Verger, Paul Brinsden, of the 
Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Kingwood, Texas. Designed by 
Bidwell Drake, a member of the 
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VGEC and the ANG (American 
Needlepoint Guild), members of 
the Good Shepherd Needlepoint 
Guild, who are needlepointing 
kneelers for all the pews in the 
church, worked on this kneeler in 
their spare time. It will be 
presented to Paul Brinsden for his 
use in the Church. 

Kits are available for $110.00 
directly from Bid Drake in 
Kingwood, or by ordering through 
the VGEC President's Office in 
Nashville. The Kneeler kit comes 
with all the supplies necessary to 
complete the Kneeler. The 
directions are easy to follow. Bid 
has said that for an additional fee, 
members of the Good Shepherd 
Guild will do the needlepointing 
for you. 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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New Members of the VERGERS' GUll.D OF TilE EPISCOPAL CHURCH since March 1, 1993 

Mr. Barry Bowman, Verger, StJohn's in the Wildrness Cath., Denver CO Mr.]. Michael Kinnamon, Verger, St Bartholomew's Chrch, Nashville TN 

Mr. Paul Brothe, Verger, St. John's in the Wilderness Cath., Denver CO Ms. Sylvia Larson, Verger, StJohn's in the Wilderness Cath., Denver CO 

Ms. Suzanne Cast, Verger, St. John's in the Wilderness Cath., Denver CO Mr. Ronald]. Lutz, Verger, St Johns in the Wilderness Cath., Denver CO 

Mr. Dick B. Granger, Verger, Church of the Incarnation, Dallas TX Mr. james Onyango, Verger, Christ Church Riverdale, The Bronx, NY 

Ms. Lillian S. Jenney, Verger, Cathedral of Saint John, Providence RI Mr. John D. Potts, Verger, St Dunstan's Church, Tulsa OK 

Mr. Paul Johnson, Verger, StJohn's in the Wilderness Cath., Denver CO 

Membership in the VGEC now stands at 196 as of May 1, 1993. We welcome all new vergers who have joined the ranks of the 
Vergers' Guild of the Episcopal Church. With your support and participation, the VGEC will continue to develop and become a 
voice within the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. If you know of other parishes that have a verger, or want a 
verger, please have them contact the Office of the VGEC President at the address and telephone number listed below. We would 
be glad to send them information and details about vergers and the VGEC. 

A reminder to all Members of the VGEC: Our FIFTH NATIONAL EUCHARIST AND CONFERENCE will be held at Trinity Cathedral, in Miami 
Florida, from Thursday, 28 October, to Sunday, 31 October 1993. The Conference Hotel is the Marriott, right next to the Cathedral. 
The Conference Committee is actively working on details and plans now. There will be Preliminary Information by August for you 
to do your planning. We look forward to having our largest Conference ever in Miami. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR TODAY 
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