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* * * * * * * 

It is with sadness that I report the 
death of GEORGE BYRON 
AUSTIN, 81, Verger at Saint 
James' Episcopal Church of 
Hendersonville, North Carolina, on 
April 12, 1992. George was the 
first Verger at St. James', having 
been appointed and beginning his 
duties on Christmas Eve, 1978. 
He was a faithful and founding 
member of the Vergers' Guild. A 
letter of condolence has been sent 
to his wife, Frances, from me on 
behalf of the Guild. "May he rest 
in Peace from his labours!" 

* * * * * * * 

You know the dates of the 
FOURTH ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE OF THE 
VERGERS" GUILD OF THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH are 
October 15 - 18, 1992 at the 
Church of Saint Michael and Saint 
George in Clayton, Missouri. 
JOHN WILLIAMS, our Host for 

the Conference at St. Michael & 
St. George, has informed me that 
one of our speakers will be the 
Reverend John G.B. Andrew, 
Rector of St. Thomas Church-Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, a well
known priest, originally from 
England, and a fine speaker. 

* * * * * * * 

The Committee planning the 
FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
at Trinity Cathedral in Miami, 
Florida has been actively working 
with the Cathedral already. The 
dates for 1993 are NOVEMBER 4 
- 7, 1993 in Miami. WESLEY 
DICKMANN, Chairperson of the 
R. K. ROLLASON 
CONVOCATION OF VERGERS in 
the Diocese of Southeast Florida, 
is Host for the Conference. So 
please put those dates on your 
calendar now! 

* * * * * * * 

Some members in the New 
England area have asked about 
when there would be an 
Installation Service in their area. 
I can tell you now that on Sunday, 
August 23, I will assist in the 

Installation of FREDERICK 
POLLARD as the Verger at Saint 
Paul's Church, Millis, 
Massachusetts. (This is a suburb 
of the Boston area, south of the 
city.) . I am sure Fred would be 
delighted to have other members 
of the Guild present for this 
ceremony. If you think you can 
attend, please let me know, so that 
I may pass the word on to Fred 
and his Rector, the Rev. John A 
Griswold. 

I am especially delighted that this 
Installation is going to take place 
because Father Griswold was my 
Parish Priest when I lived in 
Wareham, Massachusetts (the 
place where I grew up). John 
Griswold prepared me for 
Confirmation, and was one of two 
priests who officiated at my 
marriage to my wife, Helen. He 
has been hearing me talk about 
Vergers now for the past three 
years, and he has finally seen the 
light! 

So I hope to see a few vergers 
from the New England area at this 
service. I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

* * * * * * * 

servitas in cultu et cultus per servitatem 
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NATIONAL ALTAR GUILD ASSOCIATION 
(reprinted from their Quarterly Newsletter #83 - Spring 1992) 

THE PURPOSE OF 
SILENCE IN THE LITURGY 

The Book of Common Prayer, unlike its 
predecessors prior to 1979, directs use of 
silence at various places in the liturgy. 
While silence has always been a part of 
worship, it is a new experience for most 
Episcopalians to find it in the rubrics of 

·the services. 

What is silence and what is its purpose? 
Silence is silence, when there is no sound 
either around us or in us. 

It is as hard to get the latter as it is the 
former, but if we are ,corporately still, we 
will find we can be mdividually quiet as 
well. Silence can be the bridge between 
our corporate and our private prayer. The 
Christian community does not obliterate 
the individual's uniqueness but provides 
a space for the uniqueness to grow and 
blossom. In the body of Christ we 
discover the image of Christ in each of 
us. We need to experience the body so 
that we can become the persons God has 
made us. 

Silence is mentioned in connection with 
the readings, in the prayers, before the 
confession of sin, and at the breaking of 
bread. At the lessons, we let the words 
of scripture ring into our consciousness. 
That is why reading is such an important 
ministry; we do not need dramatic 
reading but reading that is clear and 
shows that the reader understands what is 
being read. If it is appropriate to be still 
after the readings, it also is after the 
sermon. 

In the prayers of the people, silence is 
directed not that we fill it with names or 
concerns, but that the Holy Spirit may 
pray within us. 

Silence is appropriate before the 
confession of sin to review our lives in 
the light of the gospel, that we are not 
saying the words but confessing our 
participation in the corporate sins of the 
church in her faith and witness, as well as 
our personal sins which should seem pale 
in comparison. 

Silence is directed at the breaking of 
bread. We have sung or said the great 
thanksgiving ending with the prayer Jesus 
himself taught us. That is the great 
corporate act of the church; now it 
comes to each of us, a child of God, a 
sinner celebrating redemption. 

* * * * * * * 

• 
EXTRAORDINARY 

POWER 
REQUIRED 

One Sunday morning at St. 
Christopher's Episcopal Church in 
Houston, the Altar Guild, preparing 
for the 10:30 service, inadvertently 
put water in the wine cruet. This was 
discovered by the teenage Acolyte in 
preparation for the Eucharist as he 
was handing the Cruet to the Priest. 
Startled by his finding, the Acolyte 
looked again in to the Cruet then up 
at the Priest and whispered, "Father, 
can you change this water into wine?'' 

• ...................................................................................... 

* * * * * * * 

DON'T WORRY ABOUT 
SCORCHED LINENS! 

I hate ironing. In the past, I have been 
known to scrub a toilet bowl five or six 
times and use a toothbrush to scrub the 
grout between the bathroom tiles just to 
keep from ironing. 

I'm not sure when this hatred first set in. 
Possibly, it began shortly after I married 
and I heard, "Gee, Honey, could you iron 
this shirt fo r me?" This from a man who 
had spent four years away from his mom 
and had survived quite well in Uncle 
Sam's Navy -always passing any kind of 
dress inspection. The man could iron a 
shirt! 

For that matter, so could I. My mother 
taught me well - first, the collar; then, the 
yoke; next, the cuffs and sleeves; finally 
front-back-front. Mother started early -
before I started to school and before I 
could reach the ironing board. She stood 
me on a little chair, and we had this great 
game. I got to iron Daddy's 
handkerchiefs and the pillow cases. It was 
great fun! 

So why does it bother me so much to iron 
these little squares of pure Irish linen? 
There is nothing complicated about it. 
Except - this is pure Irish linen and not 
just any pure Irish linen! These are the 
linens used by my priest during Holy 
Communion. 

There are little squares called purificators 
used to wipe the lip of the silver chalice 
after each communicant drinks. There are 
larger squares called corporals used to 
spread on the altar over the fair linen 
during the preparation of the Eucharist. 
(The fair line.n is a story unto itself.) 
There are little lavabo towels used by the 
priest to dry his hands. All these 
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Saint Paul's Cathedral 
London, England 

Tuesday, September 22nd, 

SCHEDULE 
(The following Events and Times are subject to change.) 

SUNG EUCHARIST 

CHORAL RECITAL 

GUIDED TOURS 1/ Cathedral and Vestments 

RECEPTION at Westminster Abbey 

HIGH TEA in the Butcher' s Hall 

CITY PROCESSION to Saint Paul's Cathedral 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND GUILD OF VERGERS 
1992 DIAMOND JUBILEE RALLY 

REGISTRATION FORM 

(U.S.A. - V.G.E.C. MEMBERS) 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE 

Please return this BOOKING FORM with your remittance (in English Pounds Sterling (£), 
[currently about $1.85 I£]) and a stamped (Air Mail), self-addressed Envelope to: MALCOLM 
JOHNSTON, ALL HALLOWS BY THE TOWER, LONDON, EC3R 5BJ, ENGLAND by JULY 
20th. 

(Please make a copy of this form and send it to VGEC PRESIDENT, WILLIAM GLEASON, 
ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH, 4715 HARDING ROAD, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37205-2896. 
We would like to know who is planning on attending, so that we can plan a possible dinner event 
together on Monday, September 21 somewhere in London.) 

(CHECK ALL APPLICABLE) 

0 1/WE would like to attend the DIAMOND JUBILEE RALLY . . . . . . . £12.00 

(which covers HIGH TEA, souvenir mug, pen, brochure, guide book, 
information packet and guided tour) 

0 1/WE would like a GUIDED TOUR (TOUR I or TOUR 2) 

0 1/WE would like a Group Photograph ............ . .... .. ...... £5.00 

0 IIWE would like to attend the RECEPTION at Westminster Abbey £5.00 

0 I/WE would like help with OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS 

0 1/WE enclose my/our INTERNATIONAL BANK DRAFT in English Pounds 

Sterling in the amount of £ for the events/items checked above for 
# person(s) attending the events of the 1992 DIAMOND JUBILEE. 

(Please make Bank Draft payable to LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD OF VERGERS.) 



~burcb of QEnglanb ®uilb of V rrgtrs 
Cut out this page, and return this form with 
your International Bank Draft in Pounds 
Sterling to: 

MR. MALCOLM JOHNSTON 
All Hallows by the Tower 

London EC3R SBJ 
ENGIJAND 

Please make a copy of this form and send it to 
the VGEC President: 

MR. WILLIAM R. GLEASON 
St. George's Episcopal Church 

4715 Harding Road 
Nashville TN 37205-2896 

615-385-2150 (Church) 

If you have any questions, please contact me 
at the above number, and I will try to answer 
your questions, get the necessary 
information. 
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activities are full of ritual and symbolism. 

The way the linens are used - the ritual 
and the symbolism - has nothing to do 
with the ironing. When I was approached 
about ironing the linens, I mustered all 
my "assertiveness" and said, "Sure, I'll do 
it." instead of "No, I hate ironing!" So, 
here I am doing penance for all my sins -
ironing pure Irish linen. The victim of 
my own assertiveness again. 

However, some good seems to be coming 
of this. I think I'm learning a few things. 
First, I've learned that mixing white 
vinegar, Ultra Tide and water causes a 
chemical reaction that will get lipstick 
and wine stains out of ANYTHING. It 
would probably take the barnacles off the 
bottom of a battleship if the ship could be 
soaked long enough. 

Second, I've learned that lightning does 
not strike either me or my priest if the 
purificator is not "exactly," "perfectly," 
"unquestionably" square - four inches by 
four inches. Some of the other Altar 
Guild members may be measuring, but so 
far God has been much for "grace .. .ious." 

Third, linen is a beautiful material. It 
comes in different weights, different 
textures and different personalities. Some 
is heavy, coarse, able bodied. Some is 
delicate, wispy, soft but strong. 

Being tough, linen is not easy to iron. 
Once it is creased or wrinkled, the mark 
stays until the line is completely wet 
again. (This reminds me of members of 
my church community.) Anyhow, linen 
must be ironed wet - not just damp, but 
wet. That's a hidden blessing. It is 
difficult to scorch material with a hot iron 
when the material is wet. So far, I 
haven't scorched anything. But, if I ever 
do and one of the other Altar Guild 
members gets upset, I will simply remind 
her, or him, that God offers grace for our 
imperfections. 

And, you won't bum in hell if you scorch 
the Irish linen! 
[RENA JOHNSON is a communicant of St. Francis' 
Church, Norris, Tennessee.] 
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* * * * * * * 

The NATIONAL ALTAR GUILD 
ASSOCIATION is a membership 
organization of Dioceses, 
Churches, and Individuals. It 
publishes a quarterly newsletter, 
and meets triennially in 
conjunction with the Triennial 
Convention of the Episcopal 
Church. [The next is in 1994 m 
Indianapolis, Indiana.] 

The current President of NAGA is 
Mrs. Barbara Wilson of Houston, 
Texas. NAGA's immediate past 
President, Mrs. Nancy Grandfield 
of San Carlos, California, spoke to 
members of the VGEC attending 
our SECOND ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE in Berekely, 
California in August 1990. 

The VGEC is an organizational 
(DIOCESAN) member of NAGA, 
and fully supports, and encourages 
the goals of the NATIONAL 
ALTAR GUILD ASSOCIATION. 

Please xerox a copy of either of 
the forms printed below, and send 
to Barbara Wilson, if you and/or 
your church's altar guild, would 
like to subscribe or join NAGA. 

* * * * * * * 
National Altar Guild Association 

NEWSLETTER Subscription ONLY 
4 issues U.S. and CanJda: $10.00 
4 i;sues. hHeign : $12 .00 

S t~ IJ _,njpfH,,., ,l,llfS 1n 1h lu .~ /1;, _\ UI' a l/l' ' l!'t(·lll l of dwck 

1'\: r\.\1( - ------~------------~------

CIT> -------·-·-· Sl ATl ___ ZII' _____ _ 

OI( J( E~I ---- ---------------·-

M ;til c ht•c k m.Hk oul to NAG A lo : 
01 _; lhorn\\ill.. D 1i\l' , HtlUSion, TX 770 79 
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lHSli<)PS 
1. When a Bishop visits your parish, 
lay out register books, confirmation 
and reception certificates, the service 
book ... and a WORKING pen. 
2. During the Bishop's visitation , Altar 
Guild members should help with 
divesting, putting the vestments back 
in their case. 
3 . Have a hymnal and an extra bulletin 
in the sacristy before the Bishop 
arrives , with the opening hymn 
marked. 
4. When the service is Evening or 
Morning Prayer, the appropriate attire 
is either cope and mitre, or roche! and 
chi mere. 
5 . Two three-branched candelabra 
symbolize that the church is incom
plete without the Bishop present. 
When the bishop visits, a seventh can
dle is set up, seven being the number 
of "completion." 
6. If the Bishop is NOT celebrating, 
he/she may administer the sacrament 
to the people in cope and mitre. 
7. Inspect your Bishop 's chair for 
rough spots that could cause pulls and 
snags on vestments. 

* * * * * * * 

National Altar Guild Association 
Annual Membership 

Category: DIOCESE Dues: $50.00 
PARISH/INDIVIDUAL Dues: $25 00 

PARISH NAME _________ _ 

NAME FOR MAIL ---------

HOME ADDRESS -----------
CITY _ ___ STATE __ ZIP __ _ 

DIOCESE 

Send check 10 Barbara Wilson 
815 Thornwick Drive, 1/ousron, TX 77079 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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MEMBERS' 
FORUM 

[il From CHRISTOPHER M. 
CAMPBELL, Verger St. 
Mark's Church, Geneva Illinois: 

May 6 '92 

Dear Mr. Gleason: 

I am glad for the opportunity to join 
the VGEC. I think it represents a 
good way to serve the Church and, 
particularly, my parish, which is family 
to me, in every meaning of the word. 

Perhaps we are unique, in that our 
parish has five Vergers, who alternate 
the ceremonial aspect of the office. 
We make a good group. I think it will 
be a good thing to acquaint our clergy 
and parishioners with other aspects 
and functions of the office. I've found 
that serving in the function enables 
me to interact with people that I 
wouldn't otherwise. Particularly 
visitors, who ask me about the office. 
(I tell them that the key around my 
neck is of no particular use, since it 
won't fit the petty cash box.) It 
enables all of us to extend our 
ministry to others. I am looking 
forward to meeting you. 

May 12, '92 

Since I sent off my application for 
membership in the VGEC, I believe 
that I might as well look the part. 
Please send me a 6" embroidered 
gown badge. I'll fix it up so it can be 
used alternately as a gown badge and 
a blazer crest. 

Every once in a while, some of us at 
St. Mark's like to attend the Rector's 
Inquirers Class. It is a nice way to 
see what's new in the old traditions 
and to meet new people just coming 
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into the parish. At last night's session, 
after I had explained the function of 
verger, one woman told me that she 
had seen me verging last week, and 
had thought that I was a Roman 
Catholic priest on loan to the parish 
for some unfathomable purpose. 

I'm looking forward to a fun and 
instructive experience with the VGEC. 

Sincerely, Chris 

[WHG - We have had other requests 
for BLAZER CRESTS so we are 
working on making 3" Crests, which 
would fit very nicely on any blazer. 
The 6' Gown Badge is just too big for 
that purpose. You will hear more 
later!] 

I] From JOHN E. 
WASHBURN, Software Sharing 
Ministries, Tacoma, 
Washington: 

Bill: 

At your suggestion I am placing in 
writing something I shared with you on 
the phone. 

I am deeply impressed with the 
purpose and function of the Vergers' 
Guild. The quality of your publication 
is superb! 

I wish to offer the Guild a software 
program or a set of programs that 
might assist in the ministry of the 
Verger. This would be a gift, with the 
cost of $5.00 to handle postage and 
handling ... for Guild members only. 

If you and others of the Guild would 
give this possibility some thought: 

1) Is this something the Guild 
would like to do; 

2) What are some of the needs 
Vergers may have that 
software could be of help ... 
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brainstorm a list of 
possibilities; 

3) Let me know how I can help ... 

Blessings!+ 
John E. Washburn 

[WHG - Please write to me with your 
thoughts and suggestions. Any ideas 
you have, please let me know. The 
BOARD OF OFFICERS will then look 
the list over, and come up with some 
suggestions to forward to John. 

Thank you, John, for your very kind 
and hospitable offer. I am sure we 
can use your expertise and offer.] 

[il From CORY C. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Head Verger 
Cathedral Church of Saint Paul, 
Burlington, Vermont: 

01 June 1992 

Dear Bill: 

Greetings from the Divinity School on 
the Hill, here in Rochester, New York! 
As we head into Pentecost, I trust that 
all is well with you, your family, and, of 
course, VGEC. 

The reason for this letter is to make 
an inquiry. Back on 2 May 1992, I 
graduated from Seminary, receiving 
my M.Div degree. Now I am seeking 
employment. Of course, I would like 
to find a full-time, paying, Vergers 
position. 

Do you know of any churches and/or 
cathedrals, in this country, who are 
currently searching for someone to fill 
a Verger's position? I have written to 
David Dorey, Church of England Guild 
of Vergers Liaison Officer, and asked 
him the same question -- are there 
any openings which I might apply for? 
You see, by the time I see a copy of 
The Church Times it is usually six 
weeks old and by the time I apply for 
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a position it is already filled "across 
the pond." 

Any assistance, Bill, you could render 
would be greatly appreciated. If 
warranted, I can send you, under 
separate cover, a copy of my Resume 
and any other supporting documents 
you may require. Thank you, in 
advance, for your assistance and time 
regarding this matter. I look forward 
to hearing from you in the near future; 
until then, I remain .... 

Faithfully yours, Cory 

[fl From EDWIN R HUDSON, 
Verger - St. John's Episcopal 
Church Detroit, Michigan: 

[reprinted from the DETROIT FREE 
PRESS, L. Carol Ritchie, staff writer] 

DETROITER, 79, GRADUATES 
43 YEARS AFTER ENROLLING 

Edwin Hudson· graduated from the 
University of Detroit on Saturday, 43 
years after he started. 

Hudson, 79, joined 800 other U-D 
seniors, most young enough to be his 
grandchildren, in commencement 
ceremonies after earning his degree in 
philosophy. 

"I won't be going back for a master's 
degree," he said, his round face 
crinkling into a grin. "It's time to act 
my age, I've got sod on my lawn I've 
got to get in. There's things I've let 
slide to accomplish this end." 

Hudson, who lives on the east side of 
Detroit, enrolled in U-D in 1945, but 
he quit several years later after 
completing all but a few credits to take 
a job as a clerk in the Wayne County 
Probate Court. 

Last year, Hudson's priest encouraged 
him to return to school. The U-D 
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admissions office dug up his records 
and told him he needed to take only 
three classes. 

"It took some amount of courage," he 
said, "But it's something I decided to 
make a priority. The degree was 
there; all I had to do is reach out and 
take it." 

Hudson took the bus to school every 
day and rode home with a friend. He 
said he did "all right" in his class work, 
but his teacher disagreed. 

"He did quite well," said philosophy 
professor Anton Donoso, "Because of 
his life experiences, he understands 
things that other students perhaps will 
discover only 20 years after taking the 
course." 

Hudson said college hasn't changed 
much. 'Teachers were mostly all 
priests then, and they conducted 
themselves like priest, you know, with 
dignity," he said smiling at Donoso. 
"Professors today are more down-to
earth." U-D is a Jesuit school. 

"It was very challenging, but I fit right 
in with the young people." 

For his perseverance, Hudson was 
awarded U-D's annual True Grit 
Award. 

Hudson figures he still might sit in on 
some classes. "I'm not giving up 
entirely," he said, "But they told me it 
takes three years to get a master's 
degree and I'm living on borrowed 
time already." 

[WHG - When I called ED HUDSON 
to tell him that I was going to use this 
article he had sent me, in an up
coming issue of THE PRESIDENT'S 
VIRGE, he said, "Oh, that was 3 years 
ago!" I just thought you would be 
interested in knowing more about me." 

Well, I am, and we (VGEC) are! Ed is 
83 this year, and still the active Verger 
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at St. John's. He mentioned to me 
that after graduation, the Bishop 
asked if he would be interested in the 
ordained Diaconate, and he said, "No, 
just the Verger at St. John's is 
enough!" 

Ed, congratulations on your degree 
three years ago. Your ''borrowed 
time" has served you well! I 

[fl From MARGARET B. 
BENNETT, Dean's Verger -
Cathedral Church of Saint Paul, 
Detroit Michigan: 

May 23, 1992 

Dear Mr. Gleason: 

Thank you for your correspondence, 
membership card, and for both current 
and past issues of "The President's 
Virge". I have enjoyed reading it have 
and have learned a great deal about 
vergering. It has also enabled me to 
bond with fellow vergers. I look 
forward to the October convention in 
Missouri. 

I receive much satisfaction from 
service to the Lord as the Dean's 
Verger here at the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul. I have been an Acolyte 
for the past twelve years and was 
appointed by The Very Reverend Dr. 
Bertram Nelson Herlong to be his 
Verger two years ago. I had been 
installed as an acolyte, lay reader, sub 
deacon, and later, Lay Eucharistic 
Minister, and chalice bearer. We did 
not think of an installation as Verger 
until this information was requested on 
the enclosed form. I am sending the 
form at this time without installation as 
Dean Herlong and I have given 
serious thought aid the appointment of 
other Vergers. We feel we could have 
a great celebration if all could be 
installed at the same time. We would 
be delighted if you and other Vergers 
would attend the installation and 
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celebration. 

We do need help in the area of duties 
and responsibilities of Vergers. Is 
there a job description? If so, we 
would be grateful if you would send it 
to us. If there is no job description, 
we would appreciate your input. In 
reading ''The President's Virge", it 
appears the duties are quite varied, 
ranging from cleaning the church to 
arranging services with all sorts of 
things in between, such as directing 
weddings and similar church functions. 

As the Dean's Verger, my duties are 
chiefly ceremonial. I do other things 
that promote the worship, but they 
result from Altar Guild, acolyte, lay 
reader, sub deacon, Lay Eucharistic 
Minister, and chalice bearer duties. 
Dean Herlong and I are of the opinion 
that Vergers at the Cathedral should 
be able to perform these duties. 

We look forward to hearing from you 
regarding these matters. We see this 
as the beginning of a long, meaningful 
relationship with you. 

God bless you in your work. 

Yours in Christ, Margaret B. Bennett 

[WHG: 11 June 92 
Dear Margaret: 

We are delighted to have you as a 
member of the VGEC. From your 
correspondence and years already on 
the job, I know that you have an 
understanding of the office of Verger 
in your parish. You have made it as 
large and complex a job as you and 
your Dean have seen fit, and as to 
how it fits into the life of the parish. 
There is not really much more I can 
add to a ''job description", because as 
you pointed out, "it appears the duties 
are quite varied, ranging from cleaning 
the church to arranging services with 
all sorts of things in between ... " You 
are quite correct, and no two of us 
have the same job description. It 
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depends upon the clergy that we 
report to, and the staff (we have or 
have not) under us. Keep on as you 
are! It sounds like you are right on 
course. 

You were mentioning about wanting to 
have an Installation Service. It can fit 
into any Sunday morning service, or 
stand by itself, although I prefer to see 
it during a Sunday morning service 
when a full congregation can be 
present. It is a simple service 
adapted from the "Commissioning for 
Lay Ministries in the Church" found on 
page 160 of The Book of Occasional 
Services. I am also sending you a 
copy of the text that we are trying to 
standardize for this particular service. 
However you can adapt it as you and 
your Dean see fit. 

I would be happy to come celebrate 
such an occasion, and help your Dean 
install you. My only request is to 
cover expenses of my travel. I usually 
stay in the home of a parishioner. If 
this is something that you would like 
to arrange, please give me as much 
lead time as possible to make the 
necessary arrangements and plans. 

If there is anything else I can do for 
you, please do not hesitate to contact 
me immediately. We look forward to 
you active involvement in the 
VERGERS' GUILD OF THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. God Bless 
You! 

Faithfully, William H. Gleason 

* * * * * * * 
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WELCOME 
NEW VGEC MEMBERS 

CHRISTOPHER MOORE 
CAMPBELL 

Verger 
Saint Mark's Epis. Church 

Geneva illinois 

D.O. SMART 
Verger 

Christ Episcopal Church 
Overland Park Kansas 

GLEN M. THURMAN 
Verger 

Saint Margaret's Epis. Church 
' lawrence Kansas 

OCTOBER 15-18, 
1992 

FOURTH 
NATIONAL 

V.G.E.C. 
CONFERENCE 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
OF SAINT MICHAEL 

AND SAINT GEORGE 
Clayton, Missouri 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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A PRAYER ON YOUR BIRTHDAY! 
0 GOD, whom saints and angels delight to 
worship in heaven: Be ever present with your 
servants who seek through their work as Verger in 
your church to perfect the praises offered by your 
people on earth; Be ever present as their days 
increase; Bless and guide them wherever they 
may be; Strengthen them when they stand; 
Comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; and 
Grant to them even now glimpses of your beauty, 
and make them worthy at length to behold it 
unveiled for evermore; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. AMEN! 

July 2 
July 3 
July 7 
July 11 
July 12 
July 28 

Ted Bird 
George L. Bland, Jr. 
Ruth Marie Finis 
Dennis Raphad Murphy 
Randolph &B. Kimmler 
Vincent T. Jang 

New York City New York 
Weston West Virginia 

Alhambra California 
Spokane Washington 

Beverly Hills California 
San Francisco California 

. . ... .. ..................................... , .............................................................................. .............. . 

r----------------------------------------------------, 
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VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

THE GUILD SHOP 

1 ¥2" ENAMEL LAPEL PIN ............ $10.00 
6" EMBROIDERED GOWN BADGE ...... $25.00 
20x20" CHAIR BACK NEEDLEPOINT KIT $115.00 
12x16" KNEELER NEEDLEPOINT KIT . . . $110.00 
14x14" PILLOW NEEDLEPOINT KIT ..... $85.00 
8x10" CONF. PHOTO (YEAR: ... $15.00 
SPORT SHIRT (GOLF STYLE) (SIZE: $20.00 
SWEAT SHIRT (SIZE: .. ....... $18.00 
T-SHIRT (LONG SLEEVE) (SIZE: .. $16.00 
T-SHIRT (SHORT SLEEVE) (SIZE: .. $14.00 
CAP (BASEBALL STYLE) (COLOR: $10.00 
VISOR (GOLF STYLE) (COLOR: . . $8.00 

(Shirts are available in white only with VGEC seal located over the left breast 
side. CaJ?" and visor.; are available in trims colors of red or blue, or all white.) 
XEROX THIS FORM, SEND YOUR CHECK (payable to VGEC) 
ALONG WITII YOUR NAME & ADDRESS TO Tiffi RETURN 
ADDRESS BELOW! ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND 
HANDLING CHARGES! 

----------------------------------------------------~ 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION I INFORMATION 

CHECK 

0 Please send VGEC Membership Information Packet to Name & Address 
below. 

0 Please accept my Membership into the VGEC: 

NAME 
ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE 

$30.00 1992 VGEC Membership - Regular Member 
$20.00 ·1992 VGEC Membership- Retired Member 

(Please copy this APPLICATION, and send it to William Gleason, as listed on the Return Address of this Newsletter!) 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 



8 g'g~d 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
William H. Gleason, President 
St. George's Episcopal Church 
4715 Harding Road 
Nashville TN 37205-2896 USA 
615-385-2150 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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