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I pray that you all had a very 
Blessed and Happy Easter! I hope 
that your Eastertide Season IS as 
joyous! 

The Church of England Guild of 
Vergers (CEGV) recently held its 
Annual Training Conference at 
Newman College in Birmingham, 
England. I have not heard if any 
USA members attended, but if you 
did, please send a report that I can 
include in a future newsletter. I 
will also try to get a short report 
from either the new Chairman, 
John Marsh, or the new General 
Secretary, John Campbell. 

1!ftrgtrs' ~uilb of tQt 1.Episrnpal Qtqurtlt 
St. George's Church - 4715 Harding Road - Nashville TN 37205-2896 USA 

615-385-2150 

Third Week of Lent 

Mr. Gordon Watkins 
Chairman - Church of EngliJnd Guild of Vergers 
Head Verger - Worcester Cathedral 
73, Flagmeadow Walk 
Worcester WR1 1QU 
ENGLAND 

Dear Gordon: 

21 March 1992 

As you convene for your Training Conference 1992, at Newman College in Birmingham, I send greetings 
and best wishes from all the Officers and members of the VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 

The VGEC met in conference last November in Phoenix, Arizona, and the CEGV was well represented 
by John Campbell, Tom Cameron, and Mark. WoOd. Our 1992 Conference will be frOIJI October 15-18 
at the Church of St. Michael and St. George in Clayton, Missouri Gust outside of St. Louis). Once again, 
all members of CEGV are cordially invited to attend and participate in our annual conference. 

I wish to thank you, Gordon, for your past three years as Chairman, for your support, encouragement, and 
correspondence, as we (the USA members) started our own organization. I am just sorry that we never 
got to meet personally during this time. 

I welcome and congratulate your new Chairman, John Marsh, as he begins his three-year tenure. I look 
forward to a continued correspondence between us and our Guilds. I must also congratulate John 
Campbell, as your new General Secretary, as be undertakes this new office. John was a inspiration and 
great help (when be was your Chairman) as he guided us along toward our beginnings as the VGEC. 

Finally, our most sincere prayers and blessings go to the CEGV as you celebrate your Diamond Jubilee 
_in September, a milestone that we have many years to look forward to. We pray for good counsel and 
fellowship as you meet this week, and may God Bless You and strengthen you in all your good works. 

Faithfully, ~ 

2~~ 
President - Vergers' Guild of the Episcopal Church 
Verger- St. George's Church 

srruitas in cultu tt cultus ptr struitatrm 

servitas in cultu et cultus per servitatem 
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On March 29, my wife, Helen and 
I went to Grace Episcopal Church 
in Paducah, Kentucky to help 
install their new Verger, Ronald 
Allan Peterson. Ron has been the 
Sexton at Grace for the past four 
years, and has been doing 
everything that a Verger must do 
in a small parish church to keep it 
running smoothly. Congratulations 
Ron, and Welcome to the VGEC! 

The Sermon was preached by the 
Rector of Grace Episcopal Church, 
The Reverend George M. Jaeger. 

+ + + + + 

As we've had a strong indication, the 
position of Verger has a long history 
within the Church and especially within 
the English Church and that the term 
"Verger" comes from the words "to set 
the edges" - the verge, the edge - so that 
the Verger down through the ages has 
been leading processions in the Church. 
But in this day and age, the responsibility 
of the Verger is strongly ceremonial 
rather than practical as it was back in the 
early days. So, we ask the question, why 
do we keep this ceremony? Why do we 
still have a Verger leading the 
procession? Why take the maintenance 
man of the Church and put him at the 
front of the service? 

Part of this has to do with our own 
particular branch of Anglican theology 
and part of what we believe as Anglicans 
and Episcopalians is that every baptized 
person is included. That's a s.tmng - I 
underline that and put it in bold - a 
.strung belief of who we are as 
Episcopalians. Nobody is kept outside. 
And part of the genius of the Anglican 
Church is that not only everybody has a 
rightful place, but in the genius of the 
Church, there's a right place for 
everybody. 

And so there 1s a right place for the 
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"maintenance man of 
the Church." For you 
see we believe that we 
are the body of Christ, 
and in our strong belief 
that everyone IS 

included, whenever the 
body get together, then 
all parts should be 
present; and each are 
equal. And as Paul 
says in his First Letter 
to the Corinthians, 
"Those parts of the 
body which are less 
honorable, we invest 
with the greatest 
honor." In our usual 
way of thinking about 
things, a person who 
maintains buildings and 
sweeps floors and 
shoves and pushes 
things aside and puts 
things in their proper 
order, ought to stick to 
his broom. And 
usually when we think 
of maintenance people, 
we think of people who 
make minimum pay 

William H. Gleason, Rev. George M. Jaeger, Ronald A. Peterson 

and who go about menial tasks and who 
are not very high on the social scale. But 
the Church knows better. That's the 
beauty of the Church. 

The Church knows that the keeper of the 
building is no less important than the 
Rector, no less important than the Rector. 
The ministry of maintenance is just as 
important as any other ministry that takes 
place in this Church. All ministers are 
mutually inter-dependent. And so, as the 
Verger walks down the aisle, we are 
reminded that there is no such thing as a 
less equal person or a less equal ministry 
in the Church. The symbol applies to us 
all. 

Another question, why does the Verger 
still precede the Cross in the procession? 
Isn't that a bit presumptuous? Isn't the 
Cross first and foremost and before all? 
In one sense, absolutely yes. 

But, there's another thought, another 
sense to it. Let us think of the Verger as 
a symbol of St. John the Baptist. John 
the Baptist had a very important job. His 
responsibility was to prepare the way for 
the Lord. So, he made the path straight 
so that Jesus could enter the world. He 
filled up the valleys and he leveled the 
mountains and he prepared the way. It 
was difficult work. It was strenuous work, 
not only physically, but emotionally and 
spiritually for John the Baptist. And, 
ultimately, John the Baptist lost his life, 
but he was steadfast in his faith and 
determined, even though he would always 
be a second-place person. And so, the 
Verger is a symbol, announcing that the 
Lord is coming; and as you see this 
symbol walking down our aisle, 
remember that, ultimately, he is saying, 
"Prepare the way of the Lord. There is 
one coming after me who is greater than 
1." 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 



MAY 1992 

I'm greatly impressed with the motto for 
the Verger's Guild - something the 
Vergers themselves in a meeting conjured 
up, and it's in Latin on the back of the 
gray announcement sheet; and it says in 
the Latin, "servitas in cultu et cultus per 
servitatem" or "service in worship and 
worship through service." 

You know, Vergers, if you get to know 
them as I have at a couple of other 
churches, are very proud people and 
deeply committed in making the building 
clean and shine and taking care of the 
people in it - deeply committed. A 
daughter of a priest was once telling me 
her life story, and in the midst of her 
conversation she talked about how she 
grew up in a tumultuous clergy 
household. She went on at length to 
describe how her brother was literally 
brought up by a Verger. The boy would 
spend almost every afternoon following 
him around, helping him out, but more 
importantly, listening to his earthly 
wisdom. The Verger, for that boy, was 
the calm in the midst of a restless sea 
and, indeed, the boy's salvation. 

And countless vignettes pop into my mind 
when I think of Vergers and worship 
through service. Time and again I've had 
a relationship with those people who are 
able to absorb nasty remarks, who are 
patient when all others are in a tither 
around the Church, who are gentle with 
the weak, but very directive to those who 
are belligerent who walk in off the 
streets, ready to listen to the down
hearted, always ready to clean up an 
irresponsible mess left behind, and 
warmly greeting and being hospitable to 
people who have entered into the Church 
for the first time, a stabilizing influence. 
And these people have always cared 
about their jobs, not because they were 
paid to do it that way, but for another 
reason. It was because they loved God, 
loved God's people, and loved God's 
house. Vergers worship as they work. 

And, maybe there's something for us to 
learn in our own lives and ministries. 
Maybe as we see the symbol of Verger 
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around this parish, we may remember 
what it means to worship while you work. 

AMEN. 

+ + + + + 

From The Reverend George M. 
Jaeger, Rector of Grace 
Episcopal Church, Paducah, 
Kentucky: 

April4 
Dear Bill, 

Having you and Helen here last week 
was a real honor. Your presence 
helped us to graphically understand 
the place and importance of the 
ministry of verger in the life of the 
church. Impressive! 

The love you two have for Christ and 
his church is plain for all to see -- and 
very refreshing. Your were 
representatives of the "larger church." 
Too often these days everything 
associated with the realm has 
negative connotations. But the two of 
you were positive and encouraging. 
As a matter of fact I wanted you to 
stay some more! Thanks for just 
being you. 

Blessings in Christ, Nick+ 

* * * * * * * 
Congratulations are in order to 
Ordice A. Gallops, Jr., Verger at 
the Cathedral of the Advent m 
Birmingham, Alabama. He is 
receiving his Masters of Arts in 
Religion from the Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary on 
May 15 in Columbia SC. 

On May 10, Peter Withers at 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Decatur Georgia will be installed 
as the Verger there. I will be 
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there, along with other Vergers 
from the Atlanta Diocese as Pete 
is installed into this ancient office. 

WELCOME 
NEW VGEC MEMBERS 

GERALD CARLEY ALE 
Verger 

Saint Paul'S Episcopal Church 
Brockton Massachusetts 

RONALD A. PETERSON 
Verger 

.Grace Episcopal Church 
Paducah Kentucky 

JOHN SNEED 
Verger 

Cathedral of Saint Paul 
Syracuse New York 

BRIAN K. VAUGH 
Sexton/Verger 

Saint John's Parish 
Waterbury Connecticut 

PETER WITHERS 
Verger 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
Decatur Georgia 

....... ........ ; ..................................................................... . 

OCTOBER 15-18, 
1992 

FOURTH 
NATIONAL 

V.G.E.C. 
CONFERENCE 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
OF SAINT MICHAEL 

AND SAINT GEORGE 
Clayton, Missouri 
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A SHORTENED FORM OF 
ENGLISH CHURCH HISTORY 1 

The purpose of this course, you'll see, is to try to explain 
to you and me 

The Church of England was not begun by Henry the 8th, 
that loyal son. 

So let's go back two thousand years when Caesar's army 
first appears 

On English soil, and thus began great improvements 
across the land. 

Culture from Europe, central heat, indoor plumbing, a 
remarkable feat!! 

In Cirencester, open to view, are all these things and relics 
too. 

The Romans stayed four hundred years; with them 
Christianity first appears. 

The Celts arrived upon the scene from across the Irish 
Sea. 

They too brought Christianity to set the people free 
From pagan gods and goddesses and other strange ideas. 
They travelled Scotland shore to shore for many weary 

years. 

Columba, Aiden, Cuthbert went beyond the estuaries 
To build lona and Undisfarne, two famous monasteries. 

Pope Gregory sent Augustine to try to build anew 
The Roman Church on English soil -- an awesome task, 

'tis true. 

Augustine went with forty monks and did the best he could 
But 'tween the Roman and Celtic bands relations were not 

too_ good. 

The Celts stood out for spiritual things, the Romans for 
organization. 

Rather than work together for God, both sides felt much 
frustration. 

The king disliked the fussing and at Whitby had them meet 
But instead of calm discussing they just stirred up more 

heat. 

The Romans made a better case; the King took up their 
side. 

The British bishops left in haste in their cloisters to abide. 

So up 'till now the British Church evolved from two main 
streams 

The Celtic contribution is found in these three themes: 

A deepened sense of mission; and outreach to all men· 
An emphasis on learning; this was their aim, but then ' 

The Romans were more organized and structured to the 
core 

And brought with them a culture England had never had 
before. 

But now the English Roman church could not call England 
home 

For its abiding loyalties were strongly tied to Rome. 

By now the monastery was the safest place to live. 
A man could count on life-time care, but for this he must 

give 

His worldly wealth and all his lands (Who need them in the 
Cloister?) 

He turns deaf ears to God's commands, and all the world's 
his oyster. 

This arrangement wasn't good for all involved, it seems -
The abbots and the cloisters stood to gain beyond their 

dreams. 

They grew more worldly every day. 'Twas little separation 
'twixt pagan and Christian, so they say. Time for a 

Reformation!!!! 

And so the monks of Cluny took matters in their hands. 
They saw the need for leadership to further God's 

demands. 
The Bishop of Rome they chose as head; said clergy 

must be celibate; 
And Simony was wrong, they said, and fighting for the hell 

of it. 

'Tis 1066 and William comes from France and kills King 
Harald 

And puts his Norman friends in charge, and Saxons over 
a barrel. 

Lanf~anc, ~he ABC 2 came in, and not content with things 
He stabltshed dual courts which were the Church's and 

the King's. 

Anselm and Henry compromised on one important thing: 
The Pope would choose his prelates, but they must serve 

the King. 

Next Henry chose his Chancellor, his closest friend 
-- 'twas grim --

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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For he and Becket soon fell out, and soldiers murdered 
him. 

Becket had heard them coming. He could have got away-
But miss a chance a Martyrdom? and remembered to this 

day? 

TS. Elliot said it best: "This is the greatest treason" 
(Referring to Becket's martyrdom) "To do right deed for the 

wrong reason. n 
3 

King John was a very difficult man, and fought with Philip 
of France. 

(Something about retrieving his land, but Philip denied him 
the chance.) 

Canterbury chose Reginald as ABC-- King John said "No! 
John de Gray'' 

The Pope said"Steve Langton's the right man for me", and 
being Pope, he won the day. 

Then the Pope brought an Interdict, "Bell, book and 
candle" 

And closed all the churches up tight. 
But folks thought this problem quite easy to handle 
And found praying at home worked all right. 

John repented of his sins, his back against the wall -
Accepted Langton as ABC, agreed to restore church 

property, 
Then currying favor still, you see, to the Pope he gave it 

all. 

The English barons couldn't cope with John's submitting to 
the Pope 

And Langton thought the barons right, and so he helped 
them in the fight. 

Then Runnymeade and Magna Carta, with King John 
signing, as he oughta, 

Thus pinning down the country's stand: 
The King's power is less than the law of the land. 

John Wyclif was an Oxford don -- stirred up his students 
and turned them on; 

Translated the Bible to English so the people could read it 
and get to know 

What religion is all about. His students, the Lollards, then 
went out 

And stirred the people up as well. 'Twas a popular 
movement but truth to tell 

The Church and the King were so outdone they put the 
students on the run; 

Had Wyclif dismissed and then they tried to bring him to 
trial but he up and died. 

The War of the Roses, the Renaissance, the Reformation 
which helped ensconce 

Cardinal Wolsy, Henry's friend -- and equally close to the 
Pope - a blend of Church and State 

'til his demise (after which this power in Henry lies) . 

Henry's marriages caused some talk, first because the 
Pope would balk 

At Henry's plea to change the law so he could marry whom 
he saw 

As a likely candidate to bear a son; first 'twas Katherine of 
Aragon. 
(She had a daughter, Mary.) 

Then he took up with Anne Bolyn and besought the Pope 
to humor him 

By erasing one marriage and permitting another 
Before this was done Anne was almost a mother. 

(She had a daughter, Elizabeth.) 

The next wife, Jane Seymour succeeded and produced a 
son so badly needed. 
(She had a son, Edward VI.) 

Three more wives in quick succession did little to help the 
King's depression. 

He finally died, and Edward came at age of nine the throne 
to claim. 

His Uncle Seymour at his shoulder served to make the 
King seem bolder. 

He really was a sickly boy who brought the Kingdom little 
joy. 

But Seymour helped him to return the Church of England's 
influence firm --

Pulled farther from the Papacy and thus established 
the C. of E. 4 

But then he died and Mary came upon the throne -- 'twas 
not the same. 

She gave the Church back to the Pope and left the 
Protestants little hope. 

She burned three hundred at the stake; (those whose 
creeds they'd not forsake,) 

But then she died and England had Queen Bess, the one 
most like her Dad. 

The greatest Queen of England, she, who built the Empire 
sea to sea. 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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Thus England thrived and stronger grew, remaining thus 
'till World War II. 

Meanwhile the Pope said he'd approve of all her changes 
is she'd move 

To let him be the spiritual head of all her realm, but 
"Nof' she said. 

So then he said 'twas his intention to excommunicate the 
Queen. 

She made no effort at prevention -- and accepted it -
serene. 

So now you see who claims the prize of saving England for 
the Crown 

We finally come to realize it's Good Queen Bess of great 
renown. 

Maria D. Temple 

1 Being a Summary of the high-spots of the lectures given at 
Elderhostels, Camp St. Christopher, Seabrook Island, SC, 1986 thru 
1992 by her husband, Bishop Gray Temple. 

2 ABC - Archbishop of Canterbury 

3 T.S. Eliot: "Murder in the Cathedral" 

4 C. of E. - Church of England 

From Mrs. Maria Temple, wife of the Retired Bishop of 
South Carolina, The Rt. Rev. Gray Temple: 

March 22 
Dear Bill Gleason -

Thanks so much for your letter and the most interesting 
info on the VGEC. I am sending it on to John Coussons 
who is the Verger at our Cathedral in Charleston-- tho' I've 
never heard him called that so he probably doesn't know 
it himself. 

I worked, many years ago as secretary to Canon Anson 
Philps Stokes (father of the Bishop) at Washington 
Cathedral. Our verger was Mr. Berkeley and we all loved 
him -- my husband and I were married in the Cathedral 
and Mr. Berkeley was a more important member of the 
wedding party than my matron-of-honor. 

As to my verse on English History, my husband has taught 
that course for six successive Elderhostels at our camp -
Conference Center Camp, St. Christopher, Seabrook 
Island, SC. I've always sat on the back row with the staff. 
This past year it occurred to me, watching the 50 
Elderhostellers taking copious notes, that they'd probably 
like a condensed version in rhyme to help them remember 
it. (I learned this in college- put important dates and facts, 
likely to pop up in quizzes, in rhyme.) So I made a stab at 

it -- but you'll find the meter changes often -- As I began 
recording a new day's lecture I forgot to look back at the 
previous day's m..erer. 

When I typed it up at the end and people were asking tor 
copies, I made many errors. Please check your copy and 
be sure there are footnotes to explain "C. of E." and 
"A.B.C." (As you probably know, we "in the trade" use 
these abbreviations for the Church of England and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury.) 

Thanks again for the boost you gave me! 
Sincerely, Maria Temple 

March 30th, '92 
Dear Bill-

+++++++++ 

My "epic" has been corrected slightly since your copy - So 
I'm sending the one the sec'y at our camp and Cant Center 
typed up the Elderhostel. Gray recently lectured to them 
this past week. 

Two of my heroes I didn't touch on are Latimer & Ridley -
burned at the Stake in Oxford the day before Cranmer 
was. But I couldn't fit in those maNelous last words of 
Latimer to Ridley- something about "Be of good courage, 
master (?)" Ridley - " The flame we light this day shall 
burn throughout ... " etc. But I would, in respect to them, 
like to change the facetious line after Bloody Mary's 
"burned 300 at the stake (not the best way friends to 
make)" to "Those whose creed they'd not forsake"- I'm in 
a bind between wanting it to be lighthearted and wanting 
(but not daring) to make it all serious. I'm no History 
scholar and dread all the quick criticism it will bring from 
those who are. . .. 

I think I've corrected (with liquid paper and inked in), the 
rest of the slight changes, mostly the camp sec'y typos. 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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MEMBERS' 
FORUM 

From MICHELLE McLACHLAN, 
Verger, St. Barnabas Church 
Parish, McMinnville, Oregon: 

March 27, 1992 
Dear William Gleason: 

As a brand new Verger, I thought I'd 
write to you, telling a little about 
myself and asking you some 
questions. 

This position is very. very new to me; 
at our Annual meeting in January, 
Father Treadwell announced he had 
chosen me for the position of Verger 
(unbeknown to me). Even, the term 
was new to me, so as soon as I 
arrived home I began searching just 
what Y:£aS. I going to be? 

Having come up with a definition and 
then having some time with Fr., I 
discovered that what I have been 
doing for the last 5 years is being a 
Verger! Though I had only been 
called "the church mouse". 

My duties vary from mopping the 
floors to answering questions; when 
someone can't find something, they're 
told, "go ask Michelle". 

Of all the duties I have from directing 
the Soup Kitchen to teaching and 
training acolytes, and everything in 
between; my favorite is working with 
Fr. on the service, planning, designing 
and implementing. Our building was 
built with little space in the Sanctuary, 
which proves exciting when moving 5 
acolytes, two Eucharistic ministers and 
a Priest! Most times our acolytes do 
more than one job (having separate 
banner bearers and a thurifer is 
impossible). 

I've learned a lot these past years, but 
there's much more I need to know --
1 was very excited when I received the 
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Annual Report from the Church of 
England Guild of Vergers. There is 
mention of a Training Course, 
consisting of a Foundations Unit and 
an indepth study of Vergering, as 
Pastor, Historian, and Administrator. 
Is this course available to us in the 
US? How could I go about getting 
information and becoming involved? 
Your letter at the end of the report 
states we are planning to develop a 
training program. Is it possible to 
become a part of England's program 
now by correspondence? 

A little note: I probably have the 
youngest Verger's Assistant in history. 
Our 15 year old daughter, Beth Anne, 
is home schooled, thus she is able to 
be with me at church during the week 
and is involved in the planning and 
working of all that goes on. She's 
extremely knowledgeable and quite 
confident, a real blessing to me (you 
know sometimes two hands just aren't 
enough for this job!) 

I really enjoy reading our newsletter 
each month and am looking forward to 
the Conference in October. Thank 
you for letting me be a part of the 
Guild. 

God Bless You in all your Work, 
Michelle Mclachlan. 

[WHG: 29 Mar 92 
Dear Michelle: 

Thank you so much for your letter of 
27 March. Isn't it great to know that 
something you have been doing for 
five years, just as a volunteer, actually 
has a real name and meaning to it? 

I look forward to meeting you in 
October in St. Louis. You will meet 
many fellow vergers and colleagues 
who do just what you do, plus some, 
minus some, paid and volunteer, full
time and part-time, young and old, 
men and women; we are a very 
homogeneous organization. Welcome 
to the VGEC! 
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In answer to your questions 
concerning the Training Courses, Yes, 
we are working on our "Foundation" 
course for the VGEC. It takes time to 
develop it to suit the vergers in the 
USA. The CEGV course is available 
to you, however, if you wish by 
contacting the CEGV directly. The 
address for the Training Officer, Mr. 
Godfrey Hives, is in the CEGV 
ANNUAL REPORT AND JOURNAL 
1991 that you received. 

I am glad that you are enjoying your 
membership and association with the 
VGEC. We are glad to have you 
involved and interested. God Bless 
you! 

Faithfully, William H Gleason 

* * * * * * 
From STEVE ZARKO, Verger at 
Christ Church Cranbrook, 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan: 

April2, 1992 
Bill: 
At the last minute they decided to split 
my job and they did! 

Our priest made Anthony Williams our 
first black verger. Tony has been 
assisting me for one year I do believe 
he can do a great job. My title as 
Facilities Manager was filled by 
Michael O'Neil who had similar 
position on a larger scale with a small 
hospital in the area. 

1 feel the Verger position will be stable 
for the next 22 years. Tony will be 
eligible for retirement then. My other 
title will certainly be a short term 
position. I believe in the 4-6 year time 
frame. 

It was nice to be part of the VGEC. 
I'll miss the organization and 
members. Your efforts must continue. 

Steve Zarko 
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A PRAYER ON YOUR BIRTHDAY! 
0 GOD, whom saints and angels delight to 
worship in heaven: Be ever present with your 
servants who seek through their work as Verger in 
your church to perfect the praises offered by your 
people on earth; Be ever present as their days 
increase; Bless and guide them wherever they 
may be; Strengthen them when they stand; 
Comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; and 
Grant to them even now glimpses of your beauty, 
and make them worthy at length to behold it 
unveiled for evermore; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. AMEN! 

May 2 
May 6 
May 7 
May 8 
MaylO 

M11y 12 
May 17 

Fraoosco Laurier 
Thomas Cameron 
Wynne Porter 
Robert Baxter 
Nonnan Cole 
David Alig 
Nelson Holden 
Michael Albertis 
Peter Aibertis 

Coconut Grove FL 
London ENGLAND 

Indianapolis IN 
Grand Prairie TX 
Williamsport PA 

Overland Park KS 
Las Cruces NM 

Orange NJ 
Orange NJ 

: ..................................................................................................................................... . 

From William E. Howard, Verger at Saint Andrew's Episcopal cathedral, 
Jackson, Mississippi: 

April 3, 1992 
Dear Bill : 

I have ordered and received the badge from the Church of England Guild 
of Vergers. The latin derivative of the words on the badge are Cantuar 
Ebor. 

Would you please do your best to get me a translation of this. My 
research and some Old English reference books has lead me to Cantuar 
being the abbreviation for Cantuariensis, meaning of Canterbury. The Old 
English word Eboracem was the early name for York. Therefore, I would 
translate the words to be "of Canterbury" and "of York". 

Thank you for your assistance with the above. As always, I enjoy the 
monthly newsletter. Thank you and the rest of the officers of the VGEC for 
your hard work and dedication. 

Faithfully, Bill 

[WHG: Your research is perfect. The Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York are the Co-Presidents of the CEGV. So the Latin words for their 
offices was incorporated into the CEGV Seal. The CEGV seal (seen on 
Page 1) is available to VGEC members (who subscribe to the CEGV) by 
writing directly to the General Secretary, John Campbell. [see 1992 VGEC 
Membership Directory for address.] The cost is~ 11.25 (or approximately 
$22.00 plus postage).] 
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