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• As you can see, there is 
a new format to the 
Monthly Memo, which I 
have also renamed 
THE P:RESIDEJiT•s 
VI.GE ! I have found 
a software called 
PUBLISH IT LITE! that 
I think will make this 
look more like a 
newsletter. My next 
move will be to be able 
to print this with a 
Laser Printer. so that it 
prints very cleanly and 
neatl)'. 

AN INSIDB VIBW 
OP 

GRBAT 
THAT 

DAY! 
by Clive McCiccstcr, Head Verger at 

soU'thwari<: Ccrthedrai, i..ondon, 
England 

FROM SOUTHWARK TO 
CANTERBURY following the 
trail of the pilgrims. not on 
foot I hasten to add. I took 
myself to Canterbury • invited 
to verge at the Enthronement 
of Bishop George Carey. the 
lOJrd Ar<;hbishop of 
Canterbury. Several Head 
Vergers from Cathedrals 
linked with Dr. Carey had been 
invited. Bishop George had 
been consecrated a Bishop to 
the See of Bath and Wclls in 
Southwark Cathedral in 1989. 
I decided to stay m 
Canterbury preceding· the 

A Monthly Newsletter 

Enthronement but dis<;overed 
that all the Hotels were full. 
reserved for Bishops and the 
like. and also bustling wit.i 
T.V. crews and journalists. 
After scanning the holiday lets 

:rnd n~wlrt~~r I l~hs l~~~Jui~ 
cottage only 2 minutes away 
from the Cathedral whose 
garden was edged with the 
ancient city wan in Broad 
Stree~ 

Those few days leading up to 
this great service saw 
Canterbury become a very 
secure. very busy and an 
exciting place to be Police 
were very much in evidence, 
Television had taken over the 
Cathedral Precincts and the 
security was very tight. I was 
visited several times by the 
Police and given a code name 
should there be trouble 

The morning of the f!eat day 
was spent at rehearsals. After 
going through several <;he<;k 
points. I arrived in the South 
Transept to be met by the 
Vesturer (Head Verger). Fred 
Whittaker who was to put me 
and other colleagues from St 
Pauls. Rochester and Wells 
through our paces. My duty 
was to look after the Provosts 
and Deans of the Cathedrals 
in the Provinces of Canterbury 
and York. They would 
assemble in . the Hugenot 
Cl!apel situated in the Crypl 

Tnen ii was a iour of ihe 
cathedral to watch the final 
touches being done, the verger 
hoovering the carpet. . the 
flowers arranged, the choir 

rehearsing. the great detail 
and planning that 1s needed to 

~i~eea~e • rlli~n tfti~as h~tf~~ 
lund1. 
We returned to our stations 
and prepared for ihe time io 
assemble and move off. Deans 
and Provosts a·P!enty (indud· 
ing our own Dr. Ed wards) 
arrived and began to robe. 
each with their different hood 
and scarves emblasoned with 
their cathedral badge and all 
with a friendly word. 
Assistant Bishops were in the 
Crypt. including our own of 
Kingston. Woolwich and Croy· 
don. Visiting church leaders 
were in a chapel next to them. 
and from amongst this great 
gathering was to come a 
carefully organised procession 
out to the cloister and in 
ihrough the great west doors 
and to the allotted places. I 
came with my pro.ces:;~on 
be";"" 'he t:o11 "'Il" d•nn1f1ed :1J.&.A.I.... iU "\.U.A. U. """ A6A I 

figure of Cardinal Basil Hume 
• following Rome I thought ! 
The Royals arrivals, Govern
ment and ministers. the 
Speaker from the House. and 
Lord Mayors. all mustered we 
prepared to feet the new 
Ar<;hbishop. was able to 
move around the side aisles of 
the Cathedral. so saw every· 
thing as it happened. 

What was to follow was an 
impressive and moving Ser· 
vice ai which the ArchbiShop is 
welcomed to his Cathedral. 
makes his corporal oath on the 
Canterbury Gospels to observe 
the Statutes and customs of 
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of the Cathedral and Metropol· 
itical Church: is enthroned in 
the Quire Throne as Bishop of 
the See of Canterbury by the 
Archdeacon of Canterbury. 
and then enthroned in the 
Marble Clair of Augustine as 
the Primate of All England 
and President of the Anglican 
Communion by the Dean. 

We experience Diocese, Nat· 
ion and international com
munity coming together for an 
event of Splendour and 
ceebration. and a new 
Archbishop launched on his 
ministry of Service to the 
people of God. 

So I shall have lasting mem
ories of playing a small part 
of this great and distinguished 
cast. and the priviledge of 
being connected with h1s life 
as a Bishop from this 
Cathedral where it began and 
where I serve - and finally. 
of the 'kiss of peace' and the 
charismatic music which 
people had got so worried 
about - our Provost and I 
agreed • we have been doing it 
in Southwark for years !!! 

THE CATHEDRAL AND METROPOLITICAL CHURCH OF CHRIS1 

CANTERBURY 

THE ENTHRONEMENT 

OF THE ONE HUNDKED AND THIRD 

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 

GEORGE LEONARD CAREY 

THE FEAST DAY OF SAINT ALPHEGE 

19 APRIL 1991 

AT THREE O'CLOCK 
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1991 VGEC 
PRESDIENT•s 

REPORT 
TO THE 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
GUILD OF VERGERS 

William H Gleaton, Preaident 

How did the Vergers' Guild of 
the Episcopal Church (VGEC) 
grow so fast? How did you 
get It started? Why did you 
start it? These are questions 
1 am · asked all the time. And I 
have easy~ but long-winded 
answers I 

The most simple answer Is 
that the need wa~ there!; the 
Interest was there!; the com
mitment wa~ there! 
1 was appointed Verger of St. 
George's Episcopal Church In 
1987. and had no Idea where 
the title came from, other 
than It was used In England In 
many churches there. 
Someone told me they 
thought there was a Guild of 
Vergers In England also. So, 
with a little correspondence 
and a payment of fees. I was 
soon a member of the Church 
of England Guild of Vergers 
(CEGV). 
1 then corresponded with John 
Campbell, then Chairman of 
the CEGV, Geoffrey Robinson. 
Secretary. and Fred Kenning, 
Overaeas Liaison. I am sure 
that I bombarded each of 
them with many question~ 
about the history of vergers?. 
what Is a job description of a 
verger?. who are the members 
of the CEGV In the USA?. are 
you planning any trips to the 
USA?. etc.. etc.! They were 
kind enough to answer my 
Inquiries by letter. and by 
telephone! 

I then corresponded with the 
fifteen USA members. with a 
short letter and survey form, 
asking about their positions 
and other USA vergers. They 

were contacted, and then a 
News Release was sent to all 
National and Diocesan publica
tions In the USA. from which 
hundreds of responses came 
back. From the simple be
ginning In 1987 of wanting to 
correspond with and learn 
about other vergers In 
England and the USA. by the 
end of 1988, I had a mailing list 
of over 250+ names. of whom 
42 had sent some money to 
help pay printing and postage 
cost~. I was by then putting 
together an every-now-and
then Newsletter. sharing Infor
mation and findings with the 
mailing list. 
By the new year. 1989, a few 
of my USA colleagues and I 
decided that we should organ
Ize more formally, and meet 
each other. We planned a 
meeting, the _ INAUGURAL 
EUCHARIST AND CONFER
ENCE:, for November In Nash
ville at St. George's. 29 
USA vergers and a English 
vergers (David Dorey. Tom 
Cameron, and Clive McCiee
ster) joined In the flnt 
meeting ever of vergers In the 
USA. From that meeting the 
unofficial USA Branch of the 
the CEGV. voted Itself an 
official organization, the 
VERGERS' GUILD OF THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, with 
officers, dues. By-Laws. and 
plans for the future. The 
year of 1989 ended with 108 
paid members, and a mailing 
list of over 400+ names. 
Including all the Bishops of the 
Church who received 
Information about the 
development of the organiza
tion, and an Invitation to 
attend the Inaugural Eucharist. 

1990 was a growth year and 
organization year for the 
VGEC. We developed the 
Guild Seal and motto: printed 
the By-Laws and applied to 
the IRS (Internal Revenue Ser
vice) for Not-for-Profit Char
Itable Organization status: 



printed VGEC Member Infor
mation and Application forms; 
held our SECOND NATIONAL 
E:UCHARIST AND CONF'
ERENCE In San Francisco In 
August; printed letterhead; 
1tarted a Pre3!dent'3 Monthly 
Memo; published an Annual 
ReJ)ort and Journal of the 
VGE:C; and submitted designs 
for production of VGEC la~el 
plna and Gown Badges. By 
the end of 1990. the 
member~hlp stood at 133. with 
a mailing list over 500+. 

The VGEC owes Its start and 
growth to the Church of Eng
land Guild of Vergers. and Its 
officers and Central Council. 
who urged us forward and 
helped with advice. and suo
geitlons. Many of · the VGEC 
members (currently over 75+) 
are also subscribers and mem
bers of the the CE:GV. The 
VGEC also has an Overseas 
Membership ($40.00). and 
CEGV members are Invited to 
join with us also. Please 
Ulrl+e II Ul'\11 are lrttiiiiPIIII.tlllll"f 
WI 1\.'- II JVU I"' 111\.~1 "'VILt..rU. 

F'uture plans for the VGE:C 
are to develop a Training 
Course. similar to the CEGV"s; 
develop a quarterly Journal. In 
addition to the Prealdent•a 
Monthly Memo: continue to 
meet annually In conference 
\November 1991 In Phoenl><. 
~r12ona; F'all of 1992 In New 
York City. New York: and Fall 
of 1993 In Miami. Florida). 

Our prayers and blessings are 
with each of our colleagues In 
the CE:GV _ Without your 
support and prayers. the 
VGE:C probably would not 
have developed. Thank you 
and God Bless You Ill 

A PRAYBR 

My Lord is with me this day, 
Hia glorious presence ia around me 
and within, 
His power is in everything I do, 
k. 1 take up my tasks there is a 
strength beyond my own, 
AB I face life's perplexities there are 
unexpected solutions. 

DONALD REAGAN STACY 
Febmary 3. 1939 - July 9. 1991 

DONALD REAGAN STACY. Assistant Verger at the 
Cathedral of Saint Philip in Atlanta. Georgia. and VGEC 
member. died suddenly on Tuesda~. July 9. Don had been a 
~erger at the Cathedral since 1981 He was one of eight 
volunteer Vergers on the staff. Don was a lawyer with the 
firm of Barbee. Thompson and Trapnell in AUanta Don. 
and his wife Meredith. attended the Second National. Eucharist 
and Conference of the VGEC in San Francisco. A Requiem 
Eucharist was held on July 12th where all the Vergers of the 
Cathedral served as Honorary Pallbearers. VGEC Treasurer 
!Mark Graham of All Saints' Omrch in Atlanta. represented the 
~GEC at the service. 

'!May he rest in Peace from his labours!" 

~~~~ esus saia to tfiem: ''wlio do you say tliat I 
am?" 'IIiey repCied: "You are tfie 
escftatofogica[ manifestation of tfie ground 
of our 6eing, tlie f(arygma of wliicli we find 
tlie u[timate meaning of our interpersonaf 

~~~~ refationsliips. "Yl.nd Jesus said: "What?" 

WELCOME 
NEWVGEC 
MEMBERS 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Joh:a :ahead llarti:aette 

Verger. Saint John's 
Episcopal Church 

Hollywood Horida 

.-------------------~ 

VERGERS' GUILD OF THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

GUILD SHOP 

LAPEL PIN - $9.50 
en.n.l Pin (1 1/'i!" X 1"1 

GOWN BADGE - $25.00 
fulbioidtwtKI &nl (IJ 1/4AX 3 1/'1 

(Prloe lnoludea anlpplng & handling. 
end CHECK payable to VGEC to 
lllam H Gleuon, VGEC, St. 
orge'a Church, 4715 Harding 

oad, NulwiHe, TN, 37205-2896. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
in the month of AUGUST!! 

AUGUST 1 
Andrew Jacob Mor1ret 

Memphis Tennessee 

AUGUST 8 

Martha Reed Bou1hner 
. Upper Montclair New Jersey 

AUGUST 18 

Matthew Samuel McClellan 
Knoxville Tennessee 

A T T ,-, T T~'T' ,.,li 
1-\.UUUL) 1 L.U 

William A. Gleason, Jr. 
· . Tualatin Oregon 

William Hooper Gleaaon 
. N a$hville Tennessee 

AUGUST · 
Duane II. K.uater 

Long Beach California 
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A P:RA YE:R ON YOU:R BI:ITBD.A Y t 
0 God. whom saints and angels delight to 

worship in heaven: Be ever ?resent with yoUI 
servants who seek through therr work as Verger 
in your church to perfect the praises offered by 
your ?eople on earth: Be ever present as their 
days mcrease: Bless and guide them wherever 

u1ey may be; Strenghthen them when they 
stand: Comfort them when discouraged or 

sorrowful: and Grant to them even now 
glimpses of your beauty. and make them worlhy 

at length to behold 1t unveiled for evermor-e: 
through Jesus Olrist our Lord. AMEN ! 

(If you have not r~med your SURVEY FORM, that you 
should have received from VGEC Secretary Andy 
Morgr~ , then I have not received a copy of the fir&t 
page which BBks for your birthday. I would like to be 
able to rercognize each member'& birthday during the 
month of the current newsletter, but I cannot if I do not 
have it; &o pleBBe send back your SURVEY FORM 
today. Tnanks for your helpl - WHG) 

... . . 

0 

"' 

-- -.-,_ .... 

,.... --
tJ • - -

- , . - - , 

R·M·:. 

. . . 
: 

"A BIT HEAVY WITH THE CONFETTI, 
WEREN'T THEY?" 



v E R 
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'T' H E J. 

ISSUE #19 

AUGUST 1991 
An Addendum 

p R 

Well, what do you 
think of this new format 1 
Please let me know ! 

If you have infor
mation that you would like 
to contribute, please send 
it to me by t&e 15th of 
the month, if you wa~t to 
~t it into the next tssue 
of THE PRESIDENT'S 
VlRGE. 

Do you have some 
stories or tales to tell of 
your life as a verger'? 
Have you beard a 
particularly fine sermon 
that we aU 'should read? 
Do you have a photo of 
yourself and a &iography 
that you would share? 

Until we have a 
Journal of the Guild that 
can be used for various 
reports, scholarly writings, 
reA~)lrnh. and oth~r 
~;t~~~~' this is our only 
forum for all members to 
inform other colleagues. I 
want this newsletter to be 

G E R s • G u 
0 F T H E 

0 p A L c H 
'Q s T T"\ 'Q liLT 'T' ' ~ ...., Lt J. 1J Lt .l'll £ 

for a!l of us, by all of us. 
So please send me 
anything that you wish to 
share, and I will use it as 
time and space permit. 

················--·-······ 

Karl Johnstone, on 
Page 6 of this newsletter, 
asks you to send a 
PHOTO of yourself for 
use in making a montage 
of vergers in his church. 
He writes in a followup 
letter to me that he would 
like the 1botoa of you 
to be aa your robea 
•od JOWDa that you 
normally wear on Sundays 
or other special oooassions. 

MORE HAPPY 
BIRTHDAYS Ill 

AUGUST 13 

:P!.n1 1=. Sh~~m !.k~:r 

Albuequerque New Mexico 

I 

u 

L D 

R c H 

" T 0 G 'Q 

" £ ..... Lt 

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO ADVERTISE IN 
THIS NBWSLHTTBR 

1 

We will accept 
Camera-ready advertising 
in this newsletter for 
$10.00 per one and a half 
( 1 1!1") inch column 
(Column is 2.33" wide.) 
per monthly issue. 

TIIE PRESIDENT'S 
VIRGE is a monthly 
publication with a 
circulation of about 150 
copies per issue, sent to 
members of the VGEC. 
Once a year, prior to the 
Annual Conference, an 
issue is sent to all persons 
on the VGEC mailing lists, 
including aU Diocesan 
Bishops of the Church, all 
N a tiona! and Diocesan 
newsletters and publica
tions, and other interested 
peiSons who have inquired 
about the VGEC. 

Please send copy to 
\\'1LLIAM GLEASON, 
p._G;A,."t vrn~r ~t 
~ ...... ~ ............ .., ......... .&.J"-'' .... 

Geor~e;s Chur<ih, 4715 
Hardtng Rd, Nashville, TN 
37205-2896 or call 615-
385-2150 for information. 

servitas m cultu et cultus per servitatem 



CmJVCB OF ENGl-AND 
GUILD OF VEaGEJfS 

,The Guild 
Shop 

Gown badges £11.25 
3" wide with Gold wire 
Lapel Badges £ 2.10 

Full and Associate members 
Ties £4.99 
blue and black 

Guild "College scarf'' £8.50 
Ladies silk scarf £ 5.75 
27" square, blue with gold 

All items are available from: 
Geoffrey Robinson General Secretary 

Please make cheques payable to 
CEGV. 

GENERAL SECRETARY 
Geoffrey S. Robinson 
1, Mansion Avenue 
Whitefield, 
Manchester, M25 7SS 

It~ from 

niB CHURCH DMBS 

SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 
WNDON 

has a vacancy for a 

VERGER 
to join a team of 4 taking care of 
the Cathedral a~~d new Chapter 
House at £8,100 p.a. with 
accommodation, overtime and 

allowances. 
Enquiries to : 

Tile HelM! Verpr, Sollthark 
Catldnl, M.,...._ a-. SEI 

RIPON CATHEDRAL 

Canon's Verger 
The Dean and Chapter are to 
appoint a Canon's Verger to 
commence during September 1991. 
Applicants should have a care for 
Christian witness as found in the 
wide range of a Cathedral's 
activities, and should enjoy working 
with visitors, congregation and 
clergy. Evidence of energy and 
humour will be an asset and 
preferred age range is 21-50 years. 

Salary £7,590, 33 hour normal week 
over six days, contributory pension 
scheme and four weeks annual 
holiday. 

Apply with CV ... aamesJ..sr
of two referees to: 

Tile Oaapter Steward, 
Rlpoa Catbedral, 

Nord! Yorks. HG4 IQT. 

• 

r-nr"\a .t Tl tr-
rMUIVI I nt: 

MEMBERSHIP 
From STEVE ZARKO 
Verger at Chrlat Church 
Cranbrook. Bloomfield 
Hills. MICHiGAN : 

VERGER TO JOIN IN 
PROCESSION THIS SUMMER 

At the 10 am. eervice thie eummer, 
a new element will be included -
one that add& no additional time. 
Our Christ Church Cranbrook 
Verger Steve Zarko wiH walk up the 
aisle in the verger'& gown, virge in 
hand, ceremonially leading the pro
cession in front of the crucifer. 

The position of verger date& back 
to the Middle Age& when he wu 
the 'Protector of the Procession. • 
The verger led and protected the 
clergy BB th~ processed to the 
church or cathedral. He carried a 
large mace, a "virge•, that he uaed 
to keep sway anything or anyone 
who might attack the clergy or the 
procession, and to discipline unruly 
ohoriB'terB a.r1d memberB of the 
congreation. 

The virge and the verger'& gown 
have become "the ceremonial sym
bols of the office. In ancient time& a 
piece of clothing protected the 
wearer from the element&; it alao 
had long cord& (or tails) hanging 
from the shoulder& ao that the 
books "the verger held for "the clergy 
could be tied and carried, leaving 
the hand& free to carry the virge 
and protect the procession. The 
gown iB uaally wom over a cuaock, 
the standard uniform of the verger. 

Today the verger, in addition to 
leading the procession, oversee& the 
preparations for the aerlioe B.'1d the 
liturgy a& Jay uai&tsnt to the clergy. 
With the help of the verger, the 
service should run smoothly ao that 
the clergy and the congregBtion can 
concentrate on the liturgy and their 
prayer-B. Other duties f!!Bigned to 
the verger over time have been 
doorkeeper, pariah clerk, buaineaa 
manager, acolyte, lay reader, chalice 
bearer, sexton, janitor, and grave
digger. Another ia facilities 

mAm:an,.r whir.h iA ...,,. AAr.nnrl iitiA ·· ·- ·-o-· t • •• · · -· • ·- - · - --- -· ·- ---

uaigned to Steve Zsrko at CCC. 

Vergers can be found throughout 
England from the largest cathedrals 
and abbey& to the amalleat pariah 
churches. They can also be found 
acsttered throughout many other 
churches in the Anglican Com
munion from Australis to the Nether
lands. The United States is well 
represented today, with the eatsb
lishment of the Vergers' Guild of 1he 
Episcopal Church, which work& to 
maintain the putorsl, administrative, 
and liturgical tradition& of the office 
of verger in the Episcopal Church. 

The Vergers' Guild slao hopea to 
e!rtablish coursee of training for 
vergers that will promote the devel
opment of the office of verger in 
more churches snci cathedrals, and 
to begin to set atsndarda of training 
and education necessary to 
encourage others to seek the 
vocation of verger with the 
Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion worldwide. 

e From MARTHA RF'FD 
BOUGHNER.. Verger 
at Saint Jamea 
E:placopal ChUrch, 
Upper Montclair, NEW. 
JEASEY: 

Dear Bill: 

If you ever do the verger 
brochure over (rt'a great, by the 
way) - how about including the 
translation of 'SERVITAS IN CUL TU 
ET OULi\JS PER SERVITATEM'? I 
blush to admit, I can't remember·. 
exactty what that means, and I 
couldn't find it anywhere in my file 
of VGEO information I 

'The Guild hu really grown and 
come of age under your leadership. 
Thank you for all the work you put 
into it If we have a convention in 
N.Y. or Philadelphia some year, I'll 
look forward to meeting youl' 

*** OUR MOTTO ••• 
SEJfVICE IN WOJfSBIP 

.ANDW02SBIP 
TBJfOUGB SEJfVICE 

PAOB S 



t From JIM McGAHEY. 
Precentor of Christ 
Church Cathedral, St. 
Louis, MISSOURI : 

Dear Bill, 

"Thanks for the Vergers' Certi
ficate. I must compliment you on 811 
of your wonderful ideas tor the 
Guild. 

"I am custodian of the Diocesan 
Liturgical Resource File and would 
moat definitely like to have a copy 
of Arohbiahop Car.y'a enthrone
ment at Canterbury. Thank you for 
offering. 

"I have now retired from my 
teaching job after 30 years. In 
September I will become part time 
on the staff of the Cathedral. S 
hours a day • 5 daya a week I will 
get a small stipend. 

"Keep up the good work. You 

ar~ e! wondertu! ~~~d~r tor u~. 
Thanks for all you do. • 

• From Secretary, ANDY 
MORGRET, Verger at 
Calvary Episcopal 
Church, Memphis. 
TENNESSEE: 

Everyon• should have received by 
now a Survey Form asking about 
details of your position, and ideas 
about the format for a Journal for 
the VGEC. Many have already been 
returned. Thank you ! ~ you 
haven't returned your Survey Form 
yet. please do so. We need 
everyone's input as to what the 
VGEC JOURNAL should be, ita form 
and content PLEASE HELP US, 
AND SEND YOUR SURVEY FORM 
BACK TO ME TODAY. 

REMEMBER 

e From Conference Ho3t. 
KARL JOHNSTOJIE. 
Head Verger at All 
Saints' Episcopal 
Church. Phoenix, 
ARIZONA : 

It you haven't sent a PHOTO of 
yourself to me, I would appreciate 
your takln9 the time to do so. We 
are putting together a collage to be 
posted in our Church, announcing 
and urging Parishioners to oome 
meet the Vergers from around the 
USA and England. 

REMEMBER - OUR THIRD 
CONFERENCE IS PLANNED 
FOR NOHSIBER 16- 18, 

11A91 (FRIDAY TI-#1V 7l/E90AY} 
IN PHOENIX. MORE DETAILS AND 

PRE-REGISTRATION SHOULD BE 
AVAILABLE SHORTLY. 

PHOENIX 
PAOB 6 NOVEMBER 15 - 19, 1991 

VERGERS' GUILD 

THE EPISCOPAL 

OF 

CHURCH 
ST. GEORGE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

4715 HARDING ROAD 
NASHVILLE TENNESSEE 

37205-2896 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 




