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I would like to welcome the new members o£ the Guild who have joined 
this £e11owship this past month. We welcome you all ! 

KAREH AHH BROOKS 
Cathedral Church o£ Saint John the Divine, New York City New York 

RICHARD L BUGYI-SUTTER 
Christ Church Stroudsburg, Stroudsburg Pennsylvania 

ARTHUR LEROY COLE 
Saint Agnes' Episcopal Church, 

MICHAEL HEALD 

Miami Florida 

Cathedral Church o£ Saint Mark, Salt Lake City Utah 

JEFFREY D JOHNSON 
Saint John's Cathedral, Knoxville Tennessee 

MICHAEL A NAYLOR 
Saint Peter's Episcopal Church, San Pedro Ca1i£ornia 

GLENDA NEWMAN 
Cathedral Church o£ Saint Mark, Salt Lake ·City Utah 

D ANTHONY PONTI 
Saint John's Episcopal Church, North Adams Massachusetts 

• * • • • • • • • 
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Many o£ you at the Con£erence last August in San Francisco will 
remember MRS. BARBARA CAMERON, the Verger at the Church o£ Saint 
Peter, the Diocese o£ Toronto, Cobourg, Ontario, Canada. Barbara 
was the £~rat Canadian Verger to join our Guild. Barbara was 
enthusiastic and ~xcited about the £ormation o£ our Gu~ld, and hoped 
to persuade a £ew more Canadians to join the Guild. She also was 
interested in trying to £ind more vergers throughout the country o£ 
Canada, and possibly have the beginnings o£ a Canadian Guild. 

I received a letter on Friday, 24 May, 
May as £o11ows: 

£rom Barbara dated Monday, 20 

Dear Bill: 

"As you know, it was with deep regrets that I £ound I was 
unable to attend the Vergers' Con£erence CCEGV in England] 
this year, and it was disappointing, as I had looked £orward 
to it. 

"It appears that I am really quite ill, with it being only a 
matter o£ time <the doctors are unable ~o be precise> be£ore I 
leave this orb - an odd position in which to £ind onesel£, I 
might add. 

"I do want you to know, however, how much pleasure it gives me 
to recall the contacts and conversations I have shared with 
you and with other colleagues in .the Vergers' Guild - a very 
special group o£ people whom I've enjoyed knowing, very much. 

"I wish you and the Guild much success, and hope that the 
Phoenix Con£erence goes well. " 

Sincerely, 
B. 

<with assistance £rom Suzanne Green Ellis> 

Upon receipt o£ this letter, I called . the Church in Cobourg, because 
·I had not known that she was ill. I had heard that she had planned 
to attend the CEGV Con£erence . in April in Birmingham England. The 
Rector's secretary in£ormed me that Barbara had died on Wednesday, 22 
May £rom cancer o£ the liver and pancreas in her 70th year. Her 
£unera1 was on Saturday, 25 May. Barbara was born in Cornwall, 
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Viaitalion o~ th• B~••••d Virgin Kary 6~S-38S-21SO 

3~ Key 1991 

Th• Rever•nd T.A. Terl•ton 
The Church o~ Saint Peter 
240 Co~~ege Str•et 
PO Box ll:J 
Cobourg OH K9A 4K2 
CANADA 

It 1• with deep •arrow thet I ••pre•• to you our condo~•no•• at 
th• p•••ing o~ our !ri•nd and co~~•egue, Berber• Fey CaMeron. 
Berber• wrot• a 1•tt•r to •• on 20 Kay which I received on 24 
Kay, and not knowing how 1~1 •h• wea, I ca11•d the Church o~ 
Seint P~t•r to !ind out, and Gin• Wilson to~d •• o~ her deeth. 

I hed gotten to know Barbara ov•r th• P••t Y••r and a he1!, ae we 
eterted correeponding about th• te~lowehip o! v•rg•re, and the 
newly-for•ed VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, o~ which 
Berb•ra bee••• the !iret Cenadian •••b•r and co11•agu•. W• ••t 
la•t yeer in San Francieco at the 2ND NATIONAL EUCHARIST AND 
CONFERENCE o~ the Guild. She wa• full of •nthueiae• and •nergy 
and joy about the co•ing tog•ther o~ •uch a large group of 
verger• all in one place, and we• hoping to corr••pond with other 
Cenedien verger• and g•t so-. of th•• involved too. 

She will be gr•etly •i•••d, and on b•h•l! of all her coll•agu•• 
in th• VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, and th• CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND GUILD OF VERGERS, •• pray th•t Berbere eey now r•et in 
peec• fro• all h•r laboure. God he• bl••••d her, and brought h•r 
to Hie eid•• Praia• be to Godl 

srrulta.s in cultu d cuUus per scruitntrm 
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I AnmiE tSIEisfEAilJBf~l 
Barr ~a1lled~ Verger 

·. ·1 by Franc~ Keller BaiT 
' ' -::l 
._ -~ 

For the fli'St- time in its 200-yea~:. history 
Christ Church Cathedrnl has a verger. 

Dixon Barr will be officially commis
sioned as verger of the cathedral on May 19 
during the 11 a.m. service, . having been 
appointed by the v~tty ~t 1ts Marc:h 12 

1 meeting. He began hiS dunes on April 7. 
The office of a verger is a special one

a marvelous blend of the old and the new
very old to the Anglican ~urch and brand 
new to the Diocese of Lexmgton~ 

Christ Church Cathedral has never had a 
verger, not during its years as a cath~ 
nor during its longer history as a pansh 
church~ yet vergers are as-much a part of 
cathedral lore as bishop or dean or provost. 

Most cathedrals and lots of parish 
churches in England have vergers, and th~y 
are becoming more and more prevalent m 
the Episcopal Church in America. There is 
now a guild called the Vergers'. Guild of the 
Episcopal Church (VGEC) w1th over 100 
members, formed during the 1980s, to which 
our verger already belongs. 

Margaret in Boston by the Rev. Andrev 
Chalmers· Wilson in 1952. It came to Chris 

· Church Cathedral through the Sisters of Sl 
Margaret at St. Agnes' House. The intri 
cately designed wand is an appropriate an< 
dazzling accoutennent to the verger's out 
fit. . 

The verger's gown started as a type o 
coat that protected the wearer from thj 
elements. Gowns today are available it 
several styles, colors and materials an< 
may be worn over either cassock. alb o 
business suit More often an academic gowr 
is worn by today's vergers, such as th( 
doctoral gown from Columbia Universit) 
worn by Dr. Barr. 

"The ceremonial role of the verger, as;; 
master of ceremonies, is an expression oJ 
his larger role at the cathedral," said th{ 
Very Rev. Jim Burns, dean of the Cathe· 
dral. 

One of the principal duties of a ver~er 
today is, to act as a master of ceremorues, · Dr. Dixon Barr has been named the first verger of 
leading the procession down the aisle and Christ Church CathedraL 

"Historically the verger is responsibl{ 
for insuring that all the various componen~ 
of the worship of the church are attended tc 
and run smoothly. His role is to do this f01 
the clergy so that they may be free to lead 
the people in the worship of God withoUJ 
distraction. verging (leading) the lectors to the lectern 

and the preacher to the pulpi~ waiting until 
they are finished and verging them back to 
their seats. He may direct others or be 
involved personally with the movement of 
the gospel procession, baptismal proces
sion and offertory procession of oblations 
and alms. 

Through the ages vergers have also 
served as parish clerks, acolytes, chalice 
bearers. lay readers, sextons, tour ~ides, 
parish historians and even as gravediggers. 
Some vergers who hold full time positions 
in churches or cathedrals have varied du
ties, such as maintenance of the buildings, 
church security, sacristan, etc. They can be 
found in large cathedrals or small parishes, 
even in missions. They may be full time, 
part time, volunteer or salaried. 

The verger is always a layman- male 
or female -but male vergers are more 
common. 

in the early Church the verger was known 
as the ostiarius, Latin for doorkeeper. In the 
Middle Ages they were called protectors of 
the procession, as they led and protected the 
clergy as they processed. 

The dictionary defines a verger as "an 
official who canies a verge before a scho
lastic, legal or ecclesiastical dignitary; 
specifically, in English cathedrals and col
legiate churches, one who carries the mace 
before the dean or canons." 

The word virga in Latin means rod or 
staff or wand. The verge, actually a mace, 
was used to beat back Wifriendly animals or 
·rowdy citizens - anything or anyone who 
might try to hann the clergy. It became the 
symbol of strength and authority and an 
emblem of office. In some churches and 
cathedrals the verge was used not only to 
clear the way for professions but also to 
discipline unruly choristers and members 
of the congregation. 

Verges, with the passing of time, have 
become more and more ornate and varied in 
shape, size and design since they took on 
their ceremonial role. The modern verge is 
approximately 40 inches long with a cross 
or other ornament at one end. The pole is 
·usually made of hard wood. 

Christ Church Cathedral's verge is a 
black wooden wand surmounted by a silver 
archangel. It was made in London in 1918, 
and was bequeathed to the Society of St. 

66

AtChristChurch Cathedral our verger, 
Dixon Barr, will be responsible for the lay 
reader, lector and chalice bearer programs. 
He will assist with the acolyte program and 
with the various special liturgies such as 
ordinations, the Great Vigil of Easter and 
Lessons and Carols. 

"We are fortWiate to have someone of 
Dixon's skill and faithful dedication to fill 
this historic cathedral post." 

Amidst changing liturgies and changing 
styles vergers go about performing their 
necessary functions. As verger, Dixon Barr 
will be very visible at Christ Church Cathe
dral- a church rich iri fi1~ry and symbol
ism. 

~THE ADVOCATE" - May 1991 
The Diocese o£ Lexington 
Lexington, Kentucky 
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Do you have a Business Card promoting your position o£ Verger ? I£ 
you do and would like to add the Guild Seal on it as the below 
samples show, please write or call me, and I will be glad to send you 
a STAT <VELOX~ o£ the seal that you can give to your printer. The 
two examples seen here with the use o£ the seal, are in two colors: 
black and red. The Cross in the midd1~ o£ the VGEC seal and in the 
Church Seals are printed in red. Everything else is black. I would 
also appreciate a copy o£ your Business card, i£ you have one. 
Thanks. 

"" 

·" \ ~ ~ 

~ t· 
' .. 

BILLINGS B. KINGSBURY j: 

VERGER OF WESTERN MASSACHUSETIS 
ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHU~H DIOCESE 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

CHURCH <508> 752-3766 
HOME <508> 7SA-m7 

10 IRVING STREET 
WORCESTER. MA 01609 fp L.·;......-.~-_... 

A.~w J. 1\.foRGRE ~ 
T, P A.RJsa v~ 

ERGER. 

'! 

The handsome Guild Certi£icates have been sent out to almost everyone 
that has returned the CERTIFICATE INFORMATION FORM to me. There are 
still a £ew atthe Printers, £or those members that·have only recently 
returned the FORM to me. I£ you have not sent in your FORM, I hope 
you will do so. These Certi£icates, in £u11 color, red, blue, gold, 
and black, printed in Old English type-£ace, and o££ic~al1y sealed 
with the Gu~ld's Seal with a Hot-Wax sealer an~ red ribbon, is part 
o£ your initial membership £ee. You deserve to have one, 
colleague in this time-h~noured pro£ession. 

too, as a 
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I am p~eased to report to you~ that on 22 May, the Interna~ Revenue 
Service reported back £avourab~y to me on our request £or T~x-Exempt 
Status as a S01<c><3> organization. A~~ contributions and donations 
to the VGEC are- now tax-deductib~e to the Contributor/Donor as 
a~~owab~e by ~aw o£ the IRS Codes. 

This month, on Sunday, 9 June, I am attending and representing the 
Guild at the Instal~ation o£ ORDICE GALLUPS o£ the Cathedral Church 
o£ the Advent in Birmingham, Alabama as the Dean's Verger. And on 
Sunday, 23 June, I am attending and representing the Guild at the 
Insta~~ation of TRUMAH HICKERSON and MICHAEL NAYLOR o£ Saint Peter's 
Episcopa~ Church in San Pedro, Ca1i£ornia as the Wardens' Verger and 
Rector's Verger, respectively. I hope that you wi~l keep these 
individuals in your prayers on those particular days especially. I 
hope to report next month with photos and written descriptions. 
Anyone interested in attending either o£ these services should 
contact those individuals, and let them know you are planning to 
come, so that seats can be saved and your presence recognized. 

From THOMAS HUNTLEY, Verger <Retired> at Saint Mark's Cathedral in 
Seattle Washington, and the second Honorary Fe~low o£ the VGEC: 

22 ·May 91 
Dear Bill, 
ftHard on the heels, £igurative1y speaking, o£ my receipt o£ 
the 'resolution' [£rom the 1990 VGEC Con£erence in San 
Francisco] £rom Andy Morgret [VGEC Secretary], came the VGEC 
Certi£icate with which to decorate the wal~ o£ my 'o££ice' at 
home. In £act I have been thinking o£ lending it to the St. 
Mark's Altar Guild work-room in an attempt to encourage 
£urther recruitment. I intend to place an 'ad' in our 
Diocesan Monthly Newspaper, pointing out to rectors the 
advantages o£ adding a 'protector, to keep away animals and 
ri£-ra£ ... ' and to add some color to the liturgical 
processions. I£ it gets published, I will send you a copy. 
Again, thanks, £romft 

Tom 

KARL JOHNSTONE, Verger at All Saints' Episcopal Church in Phoenix, 
Arizona, and the Con£erence Host for our next Con£erence in November, 
is requesting that he would like to have a photo <no larger than 
8x10> o£ as many vergers and members in their robes. He is making a 
poster/collage for his church promoting the up-coming con£erence of 
vergers. Even i£ you are not planning to attend the conference, he 
would still like to have a photo of you. SO WE ARE ASKING FOR YOU TO 
PLEASE SEND A PHOTO OF YOURSELF IN YOUR VESTMENTS to Karl Johnstone, 
All Saints Church, 6300 North Central Avenue, Phoenix AZ 85012, USA 
as soon as possible. Thank you, from Karl. 
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ITEMS FROM THE CHURCH· TIMES, 
. LON.DON ENGLAND: 

CH'£!RC~ .TIM~S 26 April1991 

CANONS' VERGER 
required by 

HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 
The oean and Chapter wish to appoint a communicant member of the Church of England 
to. its Cathedral sra6. The su~XCS&ful candidate will probably bave bad Cathedral 

Canterbury moments:. the new Ardlb~~ arri~g for last Friday's ~_a_ti~~ 
. led by the Archbishop's Verger. 

· cxperienc:e. Single bedroom accommodation available. Job description from : The 
Chapter. Clerk. Cathedral Office, S College Cloisters, Hereford HRl 2NG (te! 0432 
59880). Applicationain .writing. with full CV and namesof2 referees must be received by · 
14 May 1991. 

. ·,.-- p ·· .- :- ~ ~,. 

CHUR~_!f. TIMES 10 May 1991 

ST. PETER'S, EATON SQUARE 
London SWl 

- VERGER REQUIRED 
to start on lst October 1991 

The Vicar and P. C. C. wish to appoint a communicant member of the Church 
of England to this exciting new post, to coincide with the opening of the new 
church. following complete rebuilding and refurbishment after the fire in 
1987. 

Basic salary £7,500 p.a. with 8 annual increments of £300, plus fees. New 2 
bedroom maisonette with patio on site, rent and rates free. 

An experienced person, with dedication and imagination is sought to fill this 
responsible post, the terms and conditions of which reftect its importance in 
the life · and mission of this rebuilt parish church. -

Applications for further details with c. v. and names of two referees tO The 
Rev'd D. B. Tillyer, 24 Chester Square, London.SWIW 9HS, by 31st May 
1991. . 

THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH-OF 
SS PETER AND PAUL, SHEFFIELD 

is seeking to appoint a 

HEAD VERGER 
(upon the retirement ofMr Alan Cottam) 

The Cathedfal is looking for someone of proven experience 
ind skill, able to manage a team of vergers and others, 
responsible for the care of the buildings and with the 
capacity to. contribute to the overall administrative life of 
the CathedraL 

Full details of conditions and salary together with an 
application· form are available from: 
The Provost of Sheffield, 
The Very Revd John Gladwin MA, 
The Cathedral, Sheffield, Sl IHA. 

·~(Tel: 0742 753434) · 
;. 

Closing date. for applications: 30 May 1991. 
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St. George's - 4715 Harding Rd - Nashville TN 37205 

P R E S I D E N T ' S M 0 N T H L Y M E M 0 

JUNE 1991 
****************•**************************************************** 

I would like to welcome the new members o£ the Guild who have joined 
this £ellowship this past month. We welcome you all ! 

KAREN ANN BROOKS 
Cathedral Church o£ Saint John the Divine, New York City New York 

RICHARD L BUGYI-SUTTER 
Christ Church Stroudsburg, Stroudsburg Pennsylvania 

ARTHUR LEROY COLE 
Saint Agnes' Episcopal Church, 

MICHAEL HEALD 

Miami Florida 

Cathedral Church o£ Saint Mark, Salt Lake City Utah 

JEFFREY D JOHNSON 
Saint John's Cathedral, Knoxville Tennessee 

MICHAEL A NAYLOR 
Saint Peter's Episcopal Church, San Pedro Cali£ornia 

GLENDA NEWMAN 
Cathedral Church o£ Saint Mark, Salt Lake City Utah 

D ANTHONY PONTI 
Saint John's Episcopal Church, North Adams Massachusetts 

* * * * * * * * * 

srruitas in rultu rt rultus prr srruitatrm 
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Many o£ you at the Con£erence last August in San Francisco will 
remember MRS. BARBARA CAMERON, the Verger at the Church o£ Saint 
Peter, the Diocese o£ Toronto, Cobourg, Ontario, Canada. Barbara 
was the £irst Canadian Verger to join our Guild. Barbara was 
enthusiastic and excited about the £ormation o£ our Guild, and hoped 
to persuade a £ew more Canadians to join the Guild. She also was 
interested in trying to £ind more vergers throughout the country o£ 
Canada, and possibly have the beginnings o£ a Canadian Guild. 

I received a letter on Friday, 24 May, 
May as £allows: 

Dear Bill: 

£rom Barbara dated Monday, 20 

"As you know, it was with deep regrets that I £ound I was 
unable to attend the Vergers' Con£erence [CEGV in England] 
this year, and it was disappointing, as I had looked £orward 
to it. 

"It appears that I am really quite ill, with it being only a 
matter o£ time <the doctors are unable to be precise> be£ore I 
leave this orb - an odd position in which to £ind onesel£, I 
might add. 

"I do want you to know, however, how much pleasure it gives me 
to recall the contacts and conversations I have shared with 
you and with other colleagues in the Vergers' Guild - a very 
special group o£ people whom I've enjoyed knowing, very much. 

"I wish you and the Guild much success, and hope that the 
Phoenix Con£erence goes well. " 

Sincerely, 
B. 

(with assistance £rom Suzanne Green Ellis> 

Upon receipt o£ this letter, I called the Church in Cobourg, because 
I had not known that she was ill. I had heard that she had planned 
to attend the CEGV Con£erence in April in Birmingham England. The 
Rector's secretary in£ormed me that Barbara had died on Wednesday, 22 
May £rom cancer o£ the liver and pancreas in her 70th year. Her 
£uneral was on Saturday, 25 May. Barbara was born in Cornwall, 
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]lerger.s· Qf)uilb of tqe 1£pi.scnpal QLqurcfT 
St. George's - 4715 Harding Rd - Nashville TN 37205 

Visitation o£ the Blessed Virgin Mary 615-385-2150 
31 May 1991 

The Reverend T. A. Tarleton 
The Church o£ Saint Peter 
240 College Street 
PO Bo>< 113 
Cobourg ON K9A 4K2 
CANADA 

Dear Father Tarleton: 

It is with deep sorrow that I e><press to you our condolences at 
the passing o£ our £riend and colleague, Barbara Fay Cameron. 
Barbara wrote a letter to me on 20 Hay which I received 24 
Hay, and not knowing how ill she wa s , I called the Church o£ 
Saint Peter to £ind out, and Gina Wilson told me o£ her death. 

I had gotten to know Barbara over the past year 'and a hal£, aa we 
started corresponding about the £ellowahip o£ vergers, and the 
newly-£ormed VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, o£ which 
Barbara became the £irst Canadian member and colleague. We met 
last year in San Francisco at the 2ND NATIONAL EUCHARIST AND 
CONFERENCE o£ the Guild. She was £ull o£ enthusiasm and energy 
and joy about the coming together o£ such a large group o£ 
vergers all in one place, and was hoping to correspond with other 
Canadian vergers and get some o£ them involved too. 

She will be greatly missed, and on behal£ o£ all her colleagues 
in the VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, and the CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND GUILD OF VERGERS, we pray that Barbara may now rest in 
peace £rom all her labours. God has blessed her, and brought her 
to Hie aide. Praise be to Godl 

Faith£ully, ~~ 

~ifin -
Verger - St. George ' s Church 
President - VGEC 

.srruitu.s ill cultu rt cultus per .seruitutem 
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Barr named ve 

by Frances Keller Barr 

For the first time in its 200-year history 
Christ Church Cathedral has a verger. 

Dixon Barr will be officially commis
sioned as verger of the cathedral on May 19 
during the 11 a.m. service, having been 
appointed by the vestry at its March 12 
meeting. He began his duties on April 7. 

The office of a verger is a special one
a marvelous blend of the old and the new
very old to the Anglican Church and brand 
new to the Diocese of Lexington. 

Christ Church Cathedral has never had a 
verger, not during its years as a cathedral 
nor during its longer history as a parish 
church, yet vergers are as · much a part of 
cathedral lore as bishop or dean or provost. 

Most cathedrals and lots of parish 
churches in England have vergers, and they 
are becoming more and more prevalent in 
the Episcopal Church in America. There is 
now a guild called the Vergers' Guild of the 
Episcopal Church (VGEC) with over 100 
members, formed during the 1980s, to which 
our verger already belongs. 

One of the principal duties of a verger 
today is to act as a master of ceremonies, 
leading the procession down the aisle and 
verging (leading) the lectors to the lectern 
and the preacher to the pulpit, waiting until 
they are finished and verging them back to 
their seats. He may direct others or be 
involved personally with the movement of 
the gospel procession, baptismal proces
sion and offertory procession of oblations 
and alms. 

Through the ages vergers have also 
served as parish clerks, acolytes, chalice 
bearers, lay readers, sextons, tour guides, 
parish historians and even as gravediggers. 
Some vergers who hold full time positions 
in churches or cathedrals have varied du
ties, such as maintenance of the buildings, 
church security, sacristan, etc. They can be 
found in large cathedrals or small parishes, 
even in missions. They may be full time, 
part time, volunteer or salaried. 

The verger is always a layman - male 
or female - but male vergers are more 
common. 

In the early Church the verger was known 
as the ostiarius, Latin for doorkeeper. In the 
Middle Ages they were called protectors of 
the procession, as they led and protected the 
clergy as they processed. 

Margaret in Boston by the Rev. Andrew 
Chalmers Wilson in 1952. It came to Christ 
Church Cathedral through the Sisters of St. 
Margaret at St. Agnes' House. The intri
cately designed wand is an appropriate and 
dazzling accoutennent to the verger's out
fit. 

The verger's gown started ~ a type of 
coat that protected the wearer from the 
elements. Gowns today are available in 
several styles, colors and materials and 
may be worn over either cassock alb or 
~usiness suit More often an academic gown 
IS worn by today' s vergers, such as the 
doctoral gown from Columbia University 
worn by Dr. Barr. 

"The ceremonial role of the verger, as a 
master of ceremonies, is an expression of 
his larger role at the cathedral," said the 
Very Rev. Jim Burns, dean of the Cathe
dral. 

'.'Hist~rically the verger is responsible 
for msunng that all the various components 
of the worship of the church are attended to 
and run smoothly. His role is to do this for 

· Dr. Dixon Barr has been named the first verger of the clergy so that they may be free to lead 
Christ Church Cathedral. · the people in the worship of God without 

distraction. 

~e dictionary defines a verger as "an 
offi~tal who carnes a verge before a scho
lasu~, legal. or ecclesiastical dignitary; 
~Ifically, m English cathedrals and col
_legmte churches, one who carries the mace · 
before the dean or canons." 

The word virga in Latin means rod or 
staff or wand. The verge, actually a mace, 
.was us~~ beat back unfriendly animals or 
ro_wdy citiZens -anything or anyone who 
might try to harm the clergy. It became the 
symbol of strength and authority and an 
emblem of office. In some churches and 
cathedrals the verge was used not only to 
c~ea: ~e way for professions but also to 
diSCipline unruly choristers and members 
of the congregation. 

Verges, with the passing of time, have 
become more and more ornate and varied in 
shape, size ~d design since they took on 
therr c~remorual ~le. The modem verge is 
approximately 40 mches long with a cross 
or other ornament at one end. The _pOle is 
usually made of hard wood. 

Christ Church Cathedral's verge is a 
black wooden wand surmounted by a silver 
archangel. It was made in London in 1918 
and was bequeathed to the Society of S t~ 

. "At Christ <;burch Cathedral our verger, 
DIXon Barr, Will be responsible for the lay 
reader, lector and chalice bearer programs. 
H~ will assist with the acolyte program and 

· · WI~ th~ various special liturgies such as 
ordmations, the Great Vigil of Easter and 
Lessons and Carols. 

"We are fortunate to have someone of 
Dixon's skill and faithful dedication to fill 
this historic cathedral post." 

Amidst changing liturgies and changing 
styles vergers go about perfonning their 
n~essary functions. As verger, Dixon Barr 
Will be very visible at Christ Church Cathe
~al-a church rich iri fi1story and symbol
Ism. 

"THE ADVOCATE" - May 1991 
The Diocese o£ Lexington 
Lexington, Kentucky 
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Do you have a Business Card promoting your position of Verger ? If 
you do and would like to add the Guild Seal on it as the below 
samples show, please write or call me, and I will be glad to send you 
a STAT <VELOX> of the seal that you can give to your printer. The 
two examples seen here with the use of the seal, are in two colors: 
black and red. The Cross in the middle of the VGEC seal and in the 
Church Seals are printed in red. Everything else is black. I would 
also appreciate a copy of your Business card, if you have one. 
Thanks. 

BILLINGS B. KINGSBURY 
VERGER SETIS 

ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH DIOCESE OF WESTERN MASSACHU 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
10 IRVING STREET 
WORCESTER. MA 01609 

Church Phone· 
Office Phone." 525-6602 
Home Ph . 678-2258 

one: 388-6782 

CHURCH (508) 752-3766 
HOME (508) 754-9227 

The handsome Guild Certificates have been sent out to almost everyone 
that has returned the CERTIFICATE INFORMATION FORM to me. There are 
still a few atthe Printers, for those members that have only recently 
returned the FORM to me. If you have not sent in your FORM, I hope 
you will do so. These Certificates, in full color, red, blue, gold, 
and black, printed in Old English type-face, and officially sealed 
with the Guild's Seal with a Hot-Wax sealer and red ribbon, is part 
of your initial membership fee. You deserve to have one, too, as a 
colleague in this time-honoured profession. 
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I am pleased to report to you, that on 22 May, the Internal Revenue 
Service reported back £avourably to me on our request £or Tax-Exempt 
Status as a 501(c)(3) organization. All contributions and donations 
to the VGEC are now tax-deductible to the Contributor/Donor as 
allowable by law o£ the IRS Codes. 

This month, on Sunday, 9 June, I am attending and representing the 
Guild at the Installation o£ ORDICE GALLUPS of the Cathedral Church 
o£ the Advent in Birmingham, Alabama as the Dean's Verger. And on 
Sunday, 23 June, I am attending and representing the Guild at the 
Installation of TRUMAN HICKERSON and MICHAEL NAYLOR o£ Saint Peter's 
Episcopal Church in San Pedro, California as the Wardens' Verger and 
Rector's Verger, respectively. I hope that you will keep these 
individuals in your prayers on those particular days especially. I 
hope to report next month with photos and written descriptions. 
Anyone interested in attending either of these services should 
contact those individuals, and let them know you are planning to 
come, so that seats can be saved and your presence recognized. 

From THOMAS HUNTLEY, Verger <Retired) at Saint Mark's Cathedral in 
Seattle Washington, and the second Honorary Fellow o£ the VGEC: 

22 May 91 
Dear Bill, 
"Hard on the heels, £iguratively speaking, o£ my receipt of 
the 'resolution' [from the 1990 VGEC Conference in San 
Francisco) £rom Andy Morgret [VGEC Secretary], came the VGEC 
Certificate with which to decorate the wall of my 'office' at 
home. In £act I have been thinking o£ lending it to the St. 
Mark's Altar Guild work-room in an attempt to encourage 
£urther recruitment. I intend to place an 'ad' in our 
Diocesan Monthly Newspaper, pointing out to rectors the 
advantages o£ adding a 'protector, to keep away animals and 
ri£-ra£ ..• ' and to add some color to the liturgical 
processions. I£ it gets published, I will send you a copy. 
Again, thanks, from" 

Tom 

KARL JOHNSTONE, Verger at All Saints' Episcopal Church in Phoenix, 
Arizona, and the Conference Host £or our next Conference in November, 
is requesting that he would like to have a photo (no larger than 
8x10> o£ as many vergers and members in their robes. He is making a 
poster/collage £or his church promoting the up-coming conference of 
vergers. Even if you are not planning to attend the conference, he 
would still like to have a photo o£ you. SO WE ARE ASKING FOR YOU TO 
PLEASE SEND A PHOTO OF YOURSELF IN YOUR VESTMENTS to Karl Johnstone, 
All Saints Church, 6300 North Central Avenue, Phoenix AZ 85012, USA 
as soon as possible. Thank you, £rom Karl. 
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ITEMS FROM THE CHURCH TIMES, 

LONDON ENGLAND: 

CHURCH TIMES 26 April 1991 

CANONS' VERGER 
required by 

HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 
The Dean and Chapter wish to appoint a communica'nt member of the Church of England 

Canterbury moments: the new Archbishop arriving for last Friday's installatio~ 

led by the Archbishop's Verger. 

to its Cathedral staff. The successful candidate will probably have had Cathedral 
experience. Single bedroom accommodation available. Job description from: The 
Chapter Clerk, Cathedral Office, S College Cloisters, Hereford HRl 2NG (tel 0432 
59880). Applications in writing, with full CV and names of 2 referees must be received by · ! ! 
14 May 1991. 

CHURCH TIMES 10 May 1991 

ST. PETER'S, EATON SQUARE 
London SWl 

VERGER REQUIRED 
to start on l st October 1991 

The Vicar and P.C.C. wish to appoint a communicant member of the Church 
of England to this ex~iting new post, to coincide with the opening of the new 
church, following complete rebuilding and refurbishment after the fire in I! 
1987. 

Basic salary £7,500 p.a. with 8 annual increments of £300, plus fees. New 2 
bedroom maisonette with patio on site, rent and rates free. 

An experienced person, with dedication and imagination is sought to fill this 
responsible post, the terms and conditions of which reflect its importance in 
the life and mission of this rebuilt parish church. -

Applications for further details with c. v. and names of two referees to The 
Rev'd D. B. Tillyer, 24 Chester Square, Londo~ SWlW 9HS, by 31st May 
1991. . . 

THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF 
SS PETER AND PAUL, SHEFFIELD 

is seeking to appoint a 

HEAD VERGER 
(upon the retirement of Mr Alan Cottam) 

The Cathedral is looking for someone of proven experience 
and skill, able to manage a team of vergers and others, 
responsible for the care of the buildings and with the 
capacity to contribute to the overall administrative life of 
the Cathedral. 

Full details of conditions and salary together 
application form are available from: 
The Provost of Sheffield, 
The Very Revd John Gladwin MA, 
The Cathedral, Sheffield, Sl lHA. 
(Tel: 0742 753434) 

Closing date for applications: 30 May 1991. 
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