
St. George's - 4715 Harding Rd - Nashville TN 37205 

P R E S I D E N T ' S M 0 N T H L Y M E M 0 

#16 MAY 1991 
********************************************************************* 

I would like to welcome the new members o£ the Guild who have joined 
since the end o£ January. 

GORDON JAMES ANDERSON 
St Paul's Episcopal Church, New Albany, Indiana 

DIXON BARR 
Christ Church Cathedral, Lexington, Kentucky 

LYNNE PHELPS COTA 
St Luke's Episcopal Church, Lanesborough, Massachusetts 

OLLIE DANIELS 
Christ Episcopal Church, Coconut Grove, Florida 

ROY OTT FAULKNER 
St Stephen's Church, Sewickley, Pennsylvania 

RUTH MARIE FINIS 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Alhambra, Cali£ornia 

MICHAEL S FLANNES 
St Andrew's Cathedral, Jackson, Mississippi 

NELSON S HOLDEN, JR 
St Andrew's Episcopal Church, Las Cruces, New Mexico 

WILLIAM EDWARD JAKOBS ISAKSON 
Episcopal Church o£ St Columba, Inverness, Cali£ornia 

RANDOLPH BLAYNE BENEDICT KIMMLER 
All Saint's Episcopal Church, Beverly Hills, Cali£ornia 

FRANCISCO H LAURIER 
St Stephen's Episcopal Church, Coconut Grove, Florida 

CHARLES W LENNON 
Episcopal Church o£ the Intercession, For Lauderdale, Florida 
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THOMAS H McGAHAN 
St Mark's Episcopal Church, Geneva, Illinois 

RAYMOND MARSHAL NEWTON, JR. 
Episcopal Church of St Francis of Assisi, Pelham, Alabama 

TIMOTHY GEORGE RABEY 
Cathedral of St John the Evangelist, Spokane, Washington 

CARY WHITE 
St William Laud Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, Texas 

I am beginning to get letters from many of you, requesting 
information, asking questions, sending notes and facts and 
activities, that I think would be of interest to the full membership. 
So I am beginning with this issue to include some of the 
correspondence that will be of interest. I hope you all will keep 
corresponding and let me keep the membership informed of what you are 
doing, items of interest to us all, and any other pertinent facts 
that you wish to share. I think that you will find these extremely 
interesting. 

From WILLIAM E. HOWARD, Verger at St. Andrew's Cathedral, Jackson, 
Mississippi: 

March 20, 1991 
Dear Bill: 

Thank you very much for your 1990 Annual Report and Journal on 
the VGEC. 

Would you please send me a membership form for the VGEC and 
the Church of England Guild of Vergers. We are adding one 
more assistant verger at St. Andrew's Cathedral in Jackson. 

Please keep me updated on the move towards educational 
opportunities available to members of the VGEC. Myself and 
our two assistant vergers are interested in seeing what will 
be developed and/or usurped from the Church of England Guild 
of Vergers. 

Thank you again for your leadership and unselfish work in 
getting us all together. 

Faithfully, Bill Howard 
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From EDWIN R. HUDSON, 
Detroit, Michigan: 

Verger at Historic Saint John's Church of 

Dear Bro. Bill and Fellow Travelers along The King's Highway: 

April 11, 1991 
gB~~!!~g§ !~ !tl~ ~~~~ QE Q~B B!§~~ 6QB~ l Will our joy and 
blessings know no bound! We are ever marching upwards to the 
Q~~~~~!~! city of God! What a privilege and joy in His 
Service! Last evening, for example, it fell my lot to 
lead the famous St. Thomas NY Choir down our long aisle at ST. 
JOHN'S, DETROIT. Many compliments and "inquiries" regarding 
Verger's duties! My new "Patch" <just sewed on) made a hit1 

Sincerely, Ed R. Hudson 

From TREVOR W. FLOYD, USA Sales Representative of J WIPPEL & 
COMPANY, Exeter England: 

April 12, 1991 
Dear Bill: 

I wrote to England in regard to the Vergers Guild of America 
(sic) and have asked them if there was some gesture we could 
make towards the Guild for any purchases or any benefits we 
could give to Guild members Details are as follow:-

The Chairman and Directors of J. Wippel! & Company would like 
to offer to all members of the Vergers Guild of the Episcopal 
Church a special lOY. discount on all items purchased. 

There is, however, currently a problem. They have asked me to 
prepare a little leaflet and letter to be posted directly to 
all Guild members. However, due to time constraints, I know I 
will not be getting to this within the next month or so and 
therefore, please can you advise all your Guild members in 
your next newsletter/bulletin that J. Wippel! & Company is 
prepared to reward Guild members with a lOY. discount on all 
items purchased with J. Wippel! and we would be happy to help 
them with any questions or inquiries which they might have for 
personal or church inquiries. 

Finally, the Board of Directors would like to donate to the 
Guild a check for $50.00 as a gesture of thanks for the 
mailing labels. A check made out to the Vergers Guild of the 
Episcopal Church is enclosed. 

Yours Sincerely, Trevor W. Floyd, J. Wippel! & Company 
1 Mill Street, PO Box 468, Branchville NJ 07826 

201-948-2134 I 2144 201-948-3766 <FAX> 
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From THOMAS GILHULA , Verger at Saint Francis' Episcopal Church of 
Denham Springs, Louisiana: 

April 13, 1991 
Bill Gleason: 

I was s o honored when our Bishop was here in February. 
all a complete surprise to me. 

It was 

I have retired from a lot of my duties - I was 73 in January 
and I had to give up some of my work but will keep on doing 
things I like, to keep my fingers in. 

I don't know where they 
VGEC, I have been a member 
sure. 

got 
from 

I was a Charter Member of the 
almost the beginning, am not 

Thought perhaps you would like to . see the enclosed. It was 
in the March issue of "Churchwork" our dicocese newspaper. 

Best Regards, 

On Feb. 17, St. Francis', Denham 
Springs, presented a stained glass 
window in thanksgiving for the 
ministry of Tom Gilhula. It was 
given as a gift to the church in 
recognition of his faithful service, 
particularly during the time St. 
Francis' was without a rector. 

Senior Warden Jack Symons, who 
made the presentation on the occa
sion of Bishop Brown's visitation, 
_reminded the congregation that it 

wa; Gilhula who helped St. Francis' 
, , · Church stay together and carry on 
· · its ministry during that period of its 
. 'life. 

The window, designed and crafted 
by parishioners Bert and Linda 
Gregory, is of the descending dove 
hovering over the waters, symbols 
of Creation and Baptism. It is the 
church's first stained glass window 
and will be located near the bap
t ismal font. 

Gilhula, a lifelong Episcopalian, 
has been a member of St. Francis' 
for 28 years. For the past 14 years, 
he has served as verger and has 
assisted the rectors in a variety of 
ways . He is a charter member of 
the Verger's Guild of the Episcopal 
Church and the only member of the 
Verger's Guild in this diocese. 

Tom Gilhula 

_Louisiana. layman .: 

honored in w-indo\V dedication 

The Rev. Don Brown, rector of St. Francis', Denham Springs, joins Tom Gilhula 
(center) and Bishop Brown as they show off the new stained glass window for 
the church. The ·window. made by resident parishioners. is in thanksgi,·ing for 
the ministry of Gilhula. 
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From BILLINGS B. 
Church, Worcester, 

Bear Bill: 

KINGSBURY, Verger 
Massachusetts: 

at All Saints' Episcopal 

April 16, 1991 

I think Mark Graham's quiz is a great idea and should become a 
regular feature of your newsletters, at least periodically. 

Mark is to be applauded for taking the time. Thanks to him, I 
found myself poring over the BCP for more than an hour. I 
felt embrassed at not doing it more often, but appreciated the 
stimulus. 

Needless to say, what started as a check o£ answers escalated 
to quite an expedition. 

I also appreciate your very informative newsletters, including 
the copies of the English items. Keep pitching. 

Regards, Bill Kingsbury 

From GORDON WATKINS, Guild 
Vergers, Worcester Cathedral, 

Dear Bill: 

Chairman, Church o£ England Guild of 
England: 

18 April 1991 

Thank you very much £or your letters, 
thanks £or the Annual Report. 

articles and Memos, 

I am pleased that the V.G.E.C. is going strong and so well 
organized. 

I am enclosing a copy o£ the notes £rom this years AGM held at 
Newman College, Birmingham. (I have them and will be glad to 
make a copy for anyone that is interested. - WHGJ 

The 'Virger' is now being published with a new format and we 
are all looking forward to an exciting publication £or the 
future. 

Please pass on my good wishes to all your members. 

Yours, Gordon 

I received a telephone call from ORDICE GALLUPS, Verger at the 
Cathedral Church o£ the Advent in Birmingham, Alabama a week ago. He 
is recovering £rom a £all down the marble steps of the altar during a 
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recent Sunday morning service while carrying a £lagon o£ wine, where 
he broke his knee cap and leg. He is recovering well, he tells me. 
Our hopes and prayers are with you, Ordice, for a full and speedy 
recovery .... AND HE DIDN'T SPILL A DROP OF WINE 

From THE ADVENTURER of the Cathedral Church of the Advent <April 
21, 1991 issue>, Birmingham, Alabama : 

•VERGER INJURED BUT DOING WELL• 
"Ordice Gallups, our Verger, fell during the Eucharist on 
Sunday, injuring his le£t knee. Ordice has had surgery <6 
hours of it!) in which screws and wires were used to put his 
knee back together. He will have more surgery in three 
months. He is home now and doing well. 

"Ordice was on the top step at the altar when his leather
soled shoes slipped on the marble o£ the steps. His feet £lew 
out £rom under him. He was carrying a flagon o£ wine to the 
credence table and could not cushion his fall with his hands. 

"Ordice did not spill a drop of wine or even tip the flagon -
he broke his knee instead. Now that's a Verger!" 

The Very Rev. Laurence Gipson 
Dean of the Cathedral 

From WALTER <Wacco) L G MACE, Verger, at Saint Dunstan's Episcopal 
Church, in Houston, Texas : 

May 3, 1991 
Dear Bill: 

"Greetings from Houston. I was delighted to receive my 
beautiful gown badge which is sewn on my light blue scapular, 
just above the right breast. The Episcopal Church badge of 
equal size and also supplied by Almy is worn over the left 
breast. Our fine new badge has been much admired and I must 
congratulate and thank all of you have been involved in its 
design, production, and distribution. 

"I put our Rector and Assistant Rector through the Prayer Book 
Trivia Quiz. The former scored a full 100 and the latter a 
99.9. The assistant Rector said that it was a good exercise 
and that he learned quite a bit. With tongue in cheek I must 
draw attention to a mistake in the answer to #12 - When are 
Ember Days observed? December 13 is correct and not December 
31. I am sure that was just a typo! 

"I keep in touch with Paul Brinsden, the new verger at Holy 
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Comforter, Kingwood, which is about an hour's drive from my 
church. I have spoken to Jimmie "atthews of the Church of the 
Epiphany in Houston, and I gather that she leads a busy life. 
We hope to have lunch together in the near future to exchange 
thoughts, experiences and ideas. Both Jimmie and Paul have 
full time career jobs and verging is their "Sunday ministry" 
which means that they are carrying a very heavy load. " 

Kindest regards, Wacco 

From CHESTER HANSON, Verger <Retired> at St Paul's Church, in 
Oakland, California - from the March 1991 issue of the St. Paul's 
Church Parish Newsletter : 

"CHESTER HANSON, VERGER OF ST. PAUL'S" 
"As of the end of March - Easter, to be exact - Chester Hanson 
will be leaving us as Verger of St. Paul's. 

"The reason for this is purely one of economics. The parish 
can no longer afford the luxury of having a Verger. In fact, 
there are very few Episcopal Churches across the country who 
can, with the exception of Diocesan Cathedral Churches. 

"Chester came to the parish in September of 1977 in response 
to the tragic and untimely death of his predecessor, Ted 
Luedtke. 

"Verger is a peculiar Episcopalian title and function for one 
who leads the ceremonial ritual forms of our worship on 
Sundays, and other important occasions. He (or she> makes 
lighter the responsibilities of altar guilds, ushers, 
acolytes, and clergy. 

"For 14 years, 
this role. 

Chester has served us more than adequately in 

"Some of you will remember in the earlier days, Chester was 
instrumental with other church leaders in removing the wrought 
iron choir screen that hid both the choir and the organist 
from view. This added wider distinction to that sanctuary 
area. At the same time he built that large platform on which 
the clergy sedelia <seats) rest. More recently, he was 
responsible for redesigning our sanctuary out of part of the 
nave after the October 17, 1989 earthquake. 

"Five or six years ago Chester gave new life 
Hall with coats of new, fresh paint, and only 
years later did the same for the Chapter Room. 

to our Parish 
a couple of 
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" He will be missed. He has given a good part o£ his li£e to 
the well-being o£ the parish, and has helped bring new li£e to 
it. Our thanks and gratitude go very much out to him in 
appreciation. 

"It is good that 
watchdog over the 
maintenance. " 

he will remain in his apartment, being a 
parish property, and taking care o£ the 

----------------------- ----------------------------------------------

I have received word that Captain F. PERRY WILLIAMS, USCG <Ret>, the 
Verger o£ the Church o£ the Ascension in Seattle WA and the Diocese 
o£ Olympia died on April 11, 1991. May he rest in Peace! 

St Paul's dismissal settled 
A DISPUTE between the Dean and 
Chapter of St Paul's Cathedral in 
London and the sacked Dean's 
Virger, Murray Elkington, has been 
settled out of court. 

Mr Elkington, who was fired last 
June; had intended to take his case to 
an industrial tribunal last month; with 
a claim of unfair dismissal. But he 
dropped the action after the Dean and 
Chapter agreed to a payment of 
£13,500, plus £2000 towards his legal 
costs. In addition, they made a 
statement which clears Mr Elkington 
of any implication of misconduct. 

The st~tement says: "He was, 
throughout his employment, a loyal, 
trustworthy and trusted employee, 
and left without a stain on his 
character. He was dismissed because 

by Betty Saunders 

the present Dean and Chapter's 
concept of the Dean's Virger's job 
encompassed different functions 
from those which Mr Elkington and 
previous Dean's Virgers at St Paul's 
had been employed to carry out, and 
the Dean and Chapter wished to 
employ a different sort of person. · 

"The Dean acknowledges · Mr 
Elkington's abilities in all other 
directions, and would like to make it 
clear that his dismissal was not a 
personal reflection on Mr Elkington. 
The Dean has promised to give Mr 
Elkington any specific reference he 
may need to obtain employment, and 
has already given him a general one. 
The Dean also acknowledges that Mr 

Elkington had excellent . 
administrative and other abilities 
associated with his -position." 

In his annual report to the Greater 
Chapter on 25 January this year, the 
Dean, the Very Revd Eric Evans, said 
of Mr Elkington: "We were saddened 
that we had to lose him. In fact we 
offered him a post as Tourist Officer 
with no loss of income, but he felt this 
was something he could not accept." 

However, in a letter to all the St 
Paul's prebendaries on Wednesday 
last week, Mr Elkington said that the 
job offer as it was made to him had 
had defects in it, which he had 
pointed out "expecting negotiations 
to start on the details"; but he had 
received no reply to his letter. He is 
still unemployed. 

CHURCH TIMES 15 March 1991 

WESTMINSTER 
ABBEY 

' has a vacancy for a 

VERGER/SACRISTAN 
5 days a week on roster. 

Salary £11,800 per annum. 
Duties include conducted tours of 
the Abbey for which an additional 

figure of £1,200 is payable. 
NO ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE 

For details phone 
Personnel 071 221 5152 ext 216 

lfPf<IL 
.j~ 
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