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Blessings to each of you for 1991. Please pray for Peace in our 
World, especially during these times of crisis in the Middle East. 

We have had our first full year o£ organization. We have stayed at 
over one-hundred members across this country, with more inquiries 
continuing to arrive, and more new members join the ranks. Since the 
end of October, we have 11 new members. We welcome each of you: 

MR J G ADAMS, JR 
Church o£ the Holy Spirit - Cumming GA 

MR JOHN W BALATOW 
Saint Alban's Episcopal Church - Hickory NC 

MR PAUL H BRINSDEN 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church - Kingwood TX 

MR JAMES CYRIL FITZPATRICK 
Saint Mattheis' Episcopal Church - Seaside CA 

MR GEORGE C GARRISON 
All Saints' Episcopal Church - San Diego CA 

MR ROY W HARVEY, JR 
Saint Luke the Physcian Episcopal Church - Miami FL 

MR ROBERT JOHN JONES 
Saint Mark's Episcopal Church - Geneva IL 

MS JIMMIE W MATTHEWS 
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany - Houston TX 

MR DENNIS R MURPHY 
Cathedral of Saint John the Evangelist - Spokane WA 

MR LIONEL SCHMITT 
Christ Episcopal Church - Tacoma WA 

MR REX A WHICKER, JR 
Cathedral of the Incarnation - Garden City NY 
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GEORGE BAUER 
May 4, 1919 - December 15, 1990 

Head Verger <Retired> - Trinity Church, New York City NY 

George Bauer was born in West New York, New Jersey in 1919. 
He was graduated £rom Rutgers University with a BA degree 
and received an AM degree £rom the University o£ Chicago. 
From 1939-1949 he was a Methodist minister, a£ter which he 
worked as a £und-raiser £or nonpro£it and religious 
organizations. In 1967 he became the Sexton and Verger at 
the Church o£ the Ascension until becoming the Verger at 
Trinity Church in 1973. Although he retired on December 
31, 1980, he continued to work part-time as an Assistant 
Verger until the end o£ 1986. He lived in St. Margaret's 
House since September 8, 1981. 

"May he rest in peace eternal." 

The 1990 ANNUAL JOURNAL AND DIRECTORY should be ready next month. 
Then each o£ you will have the complete, up-to-date listing o£ all 
122 current members, and the report o£ the Second National Con£erence 
o£ the VGEC in San Francisco, in August. 

Beauti£ul VGEC Certi£icates are now ready to be made £or each member 
o£ the Guild. Enclosed is a £arm that I would like £or you to £ill 
out and return to me. I would like to be able to put your £ull 
Christian names on the certi£icate, but I need the correct 
in£ormation and spellings to do so. So please £ill out the 
INFORMATION FORM and return it to me, as soon as possible. I£ you 
have the date o£ your Installation as Verger, or the date that you 
started to work at your parish, that would also be help£ul. I think 
that you will £ind these extremely suitable £or £raming and posting 
on your o££ice wall, or some other visible location. Each o£ you 
deserve to have a £ine VGEC Certi£icate, so please send to me your 
correct copy as soon as possible. 

I hope that those o£ you who ordered VGEC LAPEL PINS have received 
them. I£ you have not please let me know, because they were sent out 
about three weeks ago, to all who ordered PINS. I£ you did not order 
a pin, but wish to do so now, you may still do so £or the same price 
o£ $7.50 each. But HURRY, the cost will rise to $10.00 each on March 
1, 1991. The GOWN BADGES are still in production. It should be 
another £ew weeks be£ore they are ready. I£ you did not order a Gown 
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Badge and would like to do so, their cost is $25.00 each. You 
may send Orders for Pins and Badges directly to me along with your 
check for the appropriate amount. 

An item from NORMAN COLE, Verger at Christ Church, Williamsport PA: 
"Verger Norman Cole from Williamsport PA had an experience 
with the Advent Wreath at Christ Church. The Rector asked him 
if he would light the Advent Candle while he was salting the 
sidewalks. Norman lit all the candles whereupon the last 
candle started to burn the bow and then the wreath, and the 
£lames started to rise. Norm grabbed a nearby fire 
extinguisher and put the £ire out. By the time the Rector 
returned the fire was out, but the church was covered with 
white powder and "Holy Smoke". <That's what the Rector called 
it, when he thanked Norman for his good work.> The Verger, 
the Rector, and a £ew others who had come early for the 8:00am 
service helped to clean up the Church, with dusting, mopping, 
and sweeping. The organist was nervous because her organ was 
white; so was I [Norml, but all was OK." 

ROBERT BAXTER, Verger at Saint Andrew's Episcopal Church in Grand 
Prairie TX, called earlier this month to tell me that RON ROBERTSON 
was installed as Verger of the Church of the Annunciation in Lewiston 
TX on Sunday, December 16th, 1990, and that he served as Verger at 
the Installation Service. Congratulations to Ron on your 
installation into the fellowship of vergers. 

On that same Sunday, December 16th, I attended the Installation 
Service of RAYMOND MARSHALL NEWTON, JR. as Verger of The Episcopal 
Church of Saint Francis of Assisi in Pelham AL. Also attending that 
service and serving as a Presenter [as was I also] was ORDICE A 
GALLUPS, JR., Cathedral Verger of the Cathedral Church of the Advent 
in Birmingham AL. 

On Saturday, January 12th, 1991, my wife, Helen and I, flew to Miami 
to attend the Installation Service of seven new vergers into the 
Diocese of Southeast Florida. Trinity Cathedral & Diocesan Verger, 
RALEIGH KEMP ROLLASON, trained these new vergers. There is now a 
contingent of 13 vergers within the Diocese of Southeast Florida. 
Installed as vergers were: ARTHUR LEROY COLE, Episcopal Church of 
Saint Agnes, Miami FL; GAIL CUTHBERTSON, Episcopal Church of Saint 
Mark the Evangelist, Fort Lauderdale FL; OLLIE DANIELS, Christ 
Episcopal Church, Coconut Grove, FL; LESLIE JAMES FRAZER, SR., All 
Saints' Episcopal Church, Fort Lauderdale, FL; ROY W. HARVEY, JR., 
Episcopal Church of Saint Luke the Physician, Miami, FL; FRANCISCO 
H. LAURIER, Saint Stephen's Episcopal Church, Coconut Grove, FL; and 
CHARLES WOODBURY LENNON II, Episcopal Church of the Intercession, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. Other representative vergers attending the 
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service were: WESLEY EDWARD FRANCIS DICKMANN, Sr., Episcopal Church 
of the Guardian Angels, Lantana, FL; EDWARD G. HANFORD, All Angels' 
Episcopal Church, Miami Springs, FL; JOHN RHEAD MARTINETTE, Saint 
John's Episcopal Church, Hollywood, FL; and WALTER L.G. MACE, Saint 
Dunstan's Episcopal Church, Houston, TX. The Right Reverend Calvin 
Onderank Schofield, Bishop o£ Southeast Florida was the Celebrant and 
Officiant. 

WILLIAM H. PETERSEN, Verger at the Episcopal Church o£ the Holy 
Comforter in Vienna VA, sent me the next item to share with you: 

"VIRGINIA LITURGICAL ARTS A new £irm, organized by the 
Verger and a Sacristan o£ a Virginia Episcopal parish, now 
o££ers custom-designed and- custom-made clerical vestments, 
vergers gowns, banners, and a variety o£ liturgical vestments. 
Each item is designed to complement the specific architectural 
style and colors o£ your church, and to be appropriate to the 
liturgical style and existing vestments in use. Vergers 
gowns are available in several styles, colors, and materials; 
and one style is designed to be worn over either cassock, alb, 
or business suits by men and women. Processional, 
occasional, and seasonal banners, and pulpit and lecturn 
hangings are also available. For information, 
consultation, and quotations, write Virginia Liturgical Arts, 
5611 Hampton Forest Way, Fairfax VA 22030; or call Helen 
Schnelzer at 703-803-7425 or Bill Petersen at 703-281-0388." 

I have had a lot of calls and requests recently £or information an 
Vergers' gowns, hats, virges, etc. I am putting together a brief 
page an all of this, which will include various places to write to 
obtain the above stated items. We (the VGECJ, nor I, can tell you 
exactly what you need or where to get it, because it all depends on 
the style and design and price; however I can gather up all this 
information, and put it together into one hand-out, that will be 
useful in your investigations. 

The ANNUAL CONFERENCE o£ the CHURCH OF ENGLAND GUILD OF VERGERS will 
be the week after Easter at Newman College in Birmingham England. I 
have heard from a number of you, who are trying to make plans to 
attend. That is great, because we need to be well represented over 
there, to show our support for the CEGV, from whence we [the VGECJ 
got our beginnings. I would suggest that you write to the CEGV 
CONFERENCE SECRETARY immediately, and put in your name and 
reservation: 

Mr. Dennis Sumner -- CEGV Conference Secretary 
Flat 32, Hanover Court -- Evesham Road 
Headless Cross -- Redditch 897 5ET -- ENGLAND 
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