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In less than a month, we will be gathering together in San Francisco 
and begin our second gathering together. As o£ 2 July, twenty 
registrations had been received, and I know that more are on the way. 
I£ you haven't sent your registration in, please do so today. We 
will also have a truly international gathering with vergers also 
coming £rom Canada and England. I look £orward to seeing many o£ you 
again, and to meeting new colleagues. I have talked with Lori Lamma, 
and think that she has lined up some very good programs, discussions, 
and speakers. 

Keep your eyes open £or the Mid-Pentecost issue o£ THE ANGLICAN 
DIGEST coming soon! On the back cover <the address label page) is a 
copy o£ the photo o£ all the vergers attending the Inaugural 
Con£erence in Nashville last November, along with a short article 
about our £ormation on page 23. This should give the VGEC some 
visibility because this magazine is sent to over 300,000 persons. <I£ 
you do not receive this publication, please ask someone to let you 
see it. It is well-worth the look. > 

As you can see, we now have letterhead to use for correspondence and 
the like. I£ you need some £or use in Guild work, please let me 
know, and I will be glad to send you some to use. I have 
submitted correspondence to Almy Inc., Wippell's Ltd., and Terra 
Sancta Guild £or bids on Lapel Pins, Gown Badges, and similar items. 
I£ you know o£ a company that I should submit to, please send me the 
name and address o£ the company and contact, and I will ask them £or 
bids also. 

I wish to send our best wishes and blessings to John Campbell, Head 
Verger at Carlis~e Cathedral in Carlisle England, as he accepts a new 
position as Dean's Verger at Lincoln Cathedral in Lincoln England. 
This is a great step £orward £or John and Pauline. He starts his new 
job on August 6, so please keep him in your prayers, and send him a 
note o£ congratulations, i£ you wish. His new address is: Mr. John 
G. Campbell, Dean's Verger, Lincoln Cathedral, Cantalupe Chantry 
North, Minster Yard, Lincoln, LN2 lPX, England. 

litruitali in rultu .et rultu!i p.er litruitat.em 
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CHURCH TIMES 

\1 
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 

HEAD VERGER 
Applications are invited for the 
above post commencing on 1 Au~ 
gust 1990 or as soon thereafter as 
possible. The salary offered is 
£8,160 pa with rent free accommo
dation provided in an attractive 
house within the Close. 

For full details and application 
form, write or telephone: The 
Chapter Secretary, Cathedral Of
fice, Cathedral Cloisters, Chiches
ter P\)19 lPX. Tel : (0243) 782595. 

VF.RGF.R (full-time), Hexam Abbey, 
Northumberland . Following the present 
verger's appointment as Head Verger at 
Carlisle Cathedral applications are invited. 
for this important post. Salary in region of 
£8,500 plus overtime . Accommodation not 
provided . Further details and applica tion 
forms from the Administrator. Hexham 
Abbey Pa rish Centre, Hexham , NE46 3NB 
(0434 602031 ). 

I! 
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T H E V E R G E R ' S V 0 C A T I 0 N 
A Synopsis o£ a Talk by Mr. Fred Kenning - CEGV 
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PSALM 84: v. 1, 2, 4, 11 

"0 how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord o£ Hosts!" 
"My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the Courts o£ the 

Lord. " 
"Blessed are they that dwell in thy house, they will be always 

praising thee. " 
"I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house o£ my God, than dwell in 

the tents o£ the ungodly." 

* • • • * • • • * * • • 

The £oregoing quotations are · {aken £rom Psalm 84, £amiliar to 
many. Amongst the company o£ men and women Vergers, it is known as 
the Verger's Psalm. A closer study o£ this psalm reveals much o£ 
what the vocation o£ a Verger is all about. 

As the psalm suggests, the Verger holds one o£ the oldest 
established o££ices within the Church. He was to be £ound in the 
Temples o£ Old Testament qays, in the great Cathedrals and Churches 
built in the early days o£ the Church, and is still to be £ound in 
many places in .the Church o£ the modern age. 

What does the Verger do? What sort o£ person must he or she be? 
These questions rise quickly in the minds o£ people when they £irst 
meet the Verger in Church, perhaps as they visit some Cathedral 
whilst on holiday, or as they go into a place o£ worship to seek 
spiritual re£reshment. The quotations £rom Psalm 84 give us much o£ 
the answer to these questions. 

"0 LORD HOW AMIABLE ARE THY DWELLINGS, 
0 LORD OF HOSTS!" 

This passage speaks o£ the loving care the Verger bestows upon 
the building in his care. He must get to know all its history, get 
to know every part o£ it intimately, and also know what each part 
means. He must endeavor to keep it <amiable> clean and tidy in order 
that the daily round o£ worship may be orderly conducted . 

.seruita.s in rultu d rultu.s p.er .seruitatem 



The next two quotations £orm the real crux o£ the Verger's 
Vocation. 

"MY SOUL HATH A DESIRE AND LONGING 
TO ENTER INTO THE COURTS OF THE LORD. " 

It is absolutely true that unless this desire is uppermost in 
the mind o£ a Verger his vocation will become nothing more than a job 
o£ work, and a very tiresome job at that. It is the Verger's 
privilege and joy to be able to spend much o£ this time within the 
con£ines o£ this Church. It is true to say that the Verger spends 
more time within the House o£ God than any other person or Church 
o££icial. Thus He is privileged to meet many people. These people 
come £rom every walk o£ li£e, some just visiting the Church to look 
around the various monuments and architecture; some come in to pray 
and meditate, some seeking solace and consolation, and others £or 
help in time o£ trouble. To these people the Verger is probably 
their £irst contact with Church o££icials. he must always be ready 
with a suitable welcome, have a ready answer to the many questions o£ 
the visitor. He must be ready (in the absence o£ the clergy> to give 
counsel and advice to those who seek it, and above all, be ready to 
pray with those who know not how, and who wish to do so. It is thus 
obvious that the Verger has a very de£inite ministry to £ul£il1, 
particularl~·at this time when there is such a shortage o£ clergy. 
He must £ul£ill this ministry with ~incerit~ and love. 

"BLESSED ARE THEY THAT DWELL IN THY HOUSE, 
FOR THEY WILL BE ALWAYS PRAISING THEE." 

To join in Praise and Worship is the job o£ every Verger. The 
Church, in her wisdom, rules that various £arms o£ worship shall take 
place at times appointed, i.e. The Daily O££ices, Holy Communion and 
Intercessions, etc. The Verger makes certain that all is ready £or 
both Clergy and people. He is there joining in the worship, and 
o£ten when there is no congregation, he is there as their 
representative. It is an important part o£ the Verger's work to 
conduct the Clergy to the right place at the right time during 
service. Irrdeed, it is £rom this that the verger derives his name. 
The sta££, or mace, carried by the Verger is known as a Virge. This 
was used in the £irst instance to make a pathway, or verge, £or the 
Church dignitaries to walk to their appointed places. In order that 
the Clergy be conducted in a digni£ied manner, it is imperative that 
the Verger has a good knowledge o£ ceremonial and be conversant with 
all that is going on during services. 

"I WOULD RATHER BE A DOORKEEPER IN THE HOUSE OF MY GOD, 
THAN DWELL IN THE TENTS OF THE UNGODLY." 

This quotation gives the answer to the question what sort o£ 
man is he Obviously a humble man, ready at any time to per£orm the 
most menial o£ tasks, yet a man STRONG IN HIS FAITH and sure o£ his 
CONVICTION that he is serving his LORD. 
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Throughout the Anglican Communion there are some 300 Vergers 
bound together within the £ellowship o£ the Guild o£ Vergers. 
Members o£ the Guild are to be £ound in many places o£ the world: 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and America to name but a £ev. The 
Guild is split into Provinces and the Provinces into Chapters. 
Provincial and Chapter meetings are held £requently during each year 
in various places. A National Con£erence is held yearly at which 
various matters of policy and business are discussed. Chapter 
meetings are held in the spirit o£ £ellowship and attending these 
meetings one learns just how varied and large the vocation o£ the 
Verger is. 

The work di££ers greatly £rom Parish to Parish and Cathedral to 
Cathedral. At all times the work is governed by the wishes o£ the 
incumbent. Many Vergers have coupled to their work in the Church the 
job as Parish Clerk, others the more onerous and exacting job o£ 
caretaking the Parish Hall and Parish Properties, others as Sextons, 
Gardeners, etc. But whatever the task the Verger is committed by his 
heart and conscience to put his work in God's house £irst. All other 
work become secondary to this. 

The Verger thus provides a very vital link between Clergy and 
people. The thoughts o£ many Clergy are summed up in a remark made 
by a Cannon Missioner on his way to address a National Rally o£ 
Vergers.in Coventry, "In that room there is the most in£luential band 
o£ men and women in the Church. " 

A verger is always conscious o£ the prayers o£ the people he 
serves and he does ask your prayers that he may be given the Power o£ 
the Spirit to per£orm his work always to the GREATER GLORY OF GOD. 
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T H E V E R G E R ' S 
A Synopsis o£ a Talk by Mr. 

V 0 C A T I 0 N 
Fred Kenning - CEGV 

********************************************************************* 

PSALM 84: v. 1, 2, 4, 11 

"0 how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of Hosts!" 
"My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the Courts of the 

Lord. " 
"Blessed are they that dwell in thy house, they will be always 

praising thee." 
"I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house o£ my God, than dwell in 

the tents of the ungodly." 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

The foregoing quotations are taken £rom Psalm 84, £amiliar to 
many. Amongst the company of men and women Vergers, it is known as 
the Verger's Psalm. A closer study of this psalm reveals much o£ 
what the vocation o£ a Verger is all about. 

As the psalm suggests, the Verger holds one o£ the oldest 
established offices within the Church. He was to be found in the 
Temples o£ Old Testament days, in the great Cathedrals and Churches 
built in the early days o£ the Church, and is still to be found in 
many places in the Church o£ the modern age. 

What does the Verger do? What sort of person must he or she be? 
These questions rise quickly in the minds o£ people when they first 
meet the Verger in Church, perhaps as they visit some Cathedral 
whilst on holiday, or as they go into a place o£ worship to seek 
spiritual re£reshment. The quotations £rom Psalm 84 give us much o£ 
the answer to these questions. 

"0 LORD HOW AMIABLE ARE THY DWELLINGS, 
0 LORD OF HOSTS!" 

This passage speaks o£ the loving care the Verger bestows upon 
the building in his care. He must get to know all its history, get 
to know every part o£ it intimately, and also know what each part 
means. He must endeavor to keep it <amiable> clean and tidy in order 
that the daily round o£ worship may be orderly conducted. 

struitas in rultu tt rultus ptr struitattm 



The next two quotations form the real crux of the Verger's 
Vocation. 

"MY SOUL HATH A DESIRE AND LONGING 
TO ENTER INTO THE COURTS OF THE LORD." 

It is absolutely true that unless this desire is uppermost in 
the mind o£ a Verger his vocation will become nothing more than a job 
o£ work, and a very tiresome job at that. It is the Verger's 
privilege and joy to be able to spend much of this time within the 
confines of this Church. It is true to say that the Verger spends 
more time within the House of God than any other person or Church 
official. Thus He is privileged to meet many people. These people 
come from every walk of life, some just visiting the Church to look 
around the various monuments and architecture; some come in to pray 
and meditate, some seeking solace and consolation, and others £or 
help in time of trouble. To these people the Verger is probably 
their first contact with Church officials. he must always be ready 
with a suitable welcome, have a ready answer to the many questions of 
the visitor. He must be ready <in the absence of the clergy> to give 
counsel and advice to those who seek it, and above all, be ready to 
pray with those who know not how, and who wish to do so. It is thus 
obvious that the Verger has a very definite ministry to fulfill, 
particularly at this time when there is such a shortage of clergy. 
He must fulfill this ministry with sincerity and love. 

"BLESSED ARE THEY THAT DWELL IN THY HOUSE, 
FOR THEY WILL BE ALWAYS PRAISING THEE." 

To join in Praise and Worship is the job of every Verger. The 
Church, in her wisdom, rules that various forms of worship shall take 
place at times appointed, i.e. The Daily Offices, Holy Communion and 
Intercessions, etc. The Verger makes certain that all is ready for 
both Clergy and people. He is there joining in the worship, and 
often when there is no congregation, he is there as their 
representative. It is an important part of the Verger's work to 
conduct the Clergy to the right place at the right time during 
service. Indeed, it is from this that the verger derives his name. 
The staff, or mace, carried by the Verger is known as a Virge. This 
was used in the first instance to make a pathway, or verge, £or the 
Church dignitaries to walk to their appointed places. In order that 
the Clergy be conducted in a dignified manner, it is imperative that 
the Verger has a good knowledge of ceremonial and be conversant with 
all that is going on during services. 

"I WOULD RATHER BE A DOORKEEPER IN THE HOUSE OF MY GOD, 
THAN DWELL IN THE TENTS OF THE UNGODLY." 

This quotation gives the answer to the question what sort of 
man is he ? Obviously a humble man, ready at any time to perform the 
most menial of tasks, yet a man STRONG IN HIS FAITH and sure of his 
CONVICTION that he is serving his LORD. 
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Throughout the Anglican Communion there are some 300 Vergers 
bound together within the fellowship of the Guild of Vergers. 
Members of the Guild are to be found in many places of the world: 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and America to name but a few. The 
Guild is split into Provinces and the Provinces into Chapters. 
Provincial and Chapter meetings are held frequently during each year 
in various places. A National Conference is held yearly at which 
various matters of policy and business are discussed. Chapter 
meetings are held in the spirit of fellowship and attend1ng these 
meetings one learns just how varied and large the vocation of the 
Verger is. 

The work differs greatly from Parish to Parish and Cathedral to 
Cathedral. At all times the work is governed by the wishes of the 
incumbent. Many Vergers have coupled to their work in the Church the 
job as Parish Clerk, others the more onerous and exacting job of 
caretaking the Parish Hall and Parish Properties, others as Sextons, 
Gardeners, etc. But whatever the task the Verger is committed by his 
heart and conscience to put his work in God's house first. All other 
work become secondary to this. 

The Verger thus provides a very vital link between Clergy and 
people. The thoughts of many Clergy are summed up in a remark made 
by a Cannon Missioner on his way to address a National Rally of 
Vergers in Coventry, "In that room there is the most influential band 
of men and women in the Church." 

A verger is always conscious of the prayers of the people he 
serves and he does ask your prayers that he may be given the Power of 
the Spirit to perform his work always to the GREATER GLORY OF GOD. 
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THE VERGER'S VOCATION 

P4ala 84: 1-2-~-11 
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than. c~MJell ;.,. IJuz. Un.I.A ot iM. un.godl.g. 

Synopsis of Talk given by Fred Kenning 

Church of England Guild of Vergers 
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The foregoing quotations are taken from Psalm 84, 
familiar to many. Amongst the company of men and women 
Vergers it is known as the Verger's Psalm. A closer study of 
this psalm reveals much of what the vocation of a Verger is 
all about. 

As the psalm suggests, the Verger holds one of the 
oldest established offices within the Church. He was to be 
found in the Temples of Old Testament days, in the great 
Cathedrals and Churches built in the early days of the 
Church, and is still to be found in many places in the Church 
of the modern age. 

What does the Verger do? What sort of a person must he 
or she be? These questions rise quickly in the minds of 
people when they first meet the Verger in Church, perhaps as 
they visit some Cathedral whilst on holiday, or as they go 
into a place of worship to seek spiritual refreshment. The 
quotations from Psalm 84 give us much of the answer to these 
questions. 

'0 LORD HOW AMIABLE ARE THY DWELLINGS' speaks of the 
loving care the Verger bestows upon the building in his care. 
He must get to know all its history, get to know every part 
of it intimately, and also know what each part means. He 
must endeavour to keep it (amiable) clean and tidy in order 
that the daily round of worship may be orderly conducted. 

The work differs greatly from Parish to Parish and Cathedral 
to Cathedral. At all times the work is governed by the 
wishes of the incumbent. Many Vergers have coupled to their 
work in the Church the job as Parish Clerk, others the more 
onerous and exacting job of caretaking the Parish Hall and 
Parish Properties, others as Sextons, Gardeners, etc. But 
whatever the task the Verger is committed by his heart and 
conscience to put his work in God's house first. All other 
work becomes secondary to this. 

The Verger thus provides a very vital link between 
Clergy and people. The thoughts of many Clergy are summed up 
in a remark made by a Cannon Missioner on his way to address 
a National Rally of Vergers in Coventry, "In that room there 
is the most influential band of men and women in the Church". 

A verger is always conscious of the prayers of the 
people he serves and he does ask your prayers that he may be 
given the Power of the Spirit to perform his work always to 
the GREATER GLORY OF GOD. 



The next two quotations form the real crux of the 
Verger's Vocation: 

1 fly .60ul. hai.A a ~ and Longi.n.g to ULi..eA. i.ni..o fJuz. 
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It is absolutely true that unless this desire is 
uppermost in the mind of a Verger his vocation will become 
nothing more than a job of work, and a very tiresome job at 
that. It is the Verger's privilege and joy to be able to 
spend much of his time within the confines of his Church. It 
is true to say that the Verger spends more time within the 
House of God than any other person or Church official. Thus 
he is privileged to meet many people. These people come from 
every walk of life, some just visiting the Church to look 
around the various monuments and architecture; some come in 
to pray and meditate, some seeking solace and consolation, 
and others for help in time of trouble. To these people the 
Verger is probably their first contact with Church officials. 
He must always be ready with a suitable welcome, have a ready 
answer to the many questions of the visitor. He must be 
ready (in the absence of the clergy) to give counsel and 
advice to those who seek it, and above all, be ready to pray 
with those who know not how, and who wish to do so. It is 
thus obvious that the Verger has a very definite ministry to 
fulfill, particularly at this time when there is such a 
shortage of clergy. He must fulfill this ministry with 
sincerity and love. 

'Bh-6/.>.ed 0/l..€ i.h2.y t1tai.. ci1JJd.L .uz. 7 hy holiAI!., to/l. i.h2.y w.il.1 
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To join in Praise and Worship is the job of every 
Verger. The Church, in her wisdom, rules that various forms 
of worship shall take place at times appointed, i.e. The 
Daily Offices, Holy Communion and Intercessions, etc. The 
Verger makes certain that all is ready for both Clergy and 



people. He is there joining in the worship, and often when 
there is no congregation, he is there as their representa
tive. It is an important part of the Verger's work to 
conduct the Clergy to the right place at the right time 
during services. Indeed, it is from this that the Verger 
derives his name. The staff, or mace, carried by the Verger 
is known as a Virge. This was used in the first instance to 
make a pathway, or verge, for the Church dignitaries to walk 
to their appointed places. In order that the Clergy be 
conducted in a dignified manner, it is imperative that the 
Verger has a good knowledge of ceremonial and be conversant 
with all that is going on during services. 

1 I wouJ..d. /tGl.Juut !.e a do o/tke.e.plVt. .i.n. i.Ae hoLUJR. ot my 9 od, 
tJum d.J.JJd.l i.n. i.Ju! u.n.:u, o/. t.h2. ungoclly 1 
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This quotation gives the answer to the question - what 
sort of a man is he? Obviously a humble man, ready at any 
time to perform the most menial of tasks, yet a man STRONG IN 
HIS FAITH and sure of his CONVICTION that he is serving his 
LORD. 

Throughout the Anglican Communion there are some 300 
Vergers bound together within the fellowship of the Guild of 
Vergers. Members of the Guild are to be found in many places 
of the world, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and America to 
name but a few. The Guild is split into Provinces and the 
Provinces into Chapters. Provincial and Chapter meetings are 
held frequently during each year in various places. A 
National Conference is held yearly at which various matters 
of policy and business are discussed. Chapter meetings are 
held in the spirit of fellowship and attending these meetings 
one learns just how varied and large the vocation of the 
Verger is. 
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