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To All Members o£ the VERGERS' GUILD 

My File "ITEMS FOR NEXT MAILINGS" continues to have materials to 
share with members. I thank each o£ you that has sent something 
in, and those that continue to do so. With a MEMO like this each 
month, I can continue to include inserts and attachments that 
would otherwise be lezt out because o£ lack oz space. 

Not everyone subscribes to THE VIRGER, the quarterly publication 
oz the CEGV. So £rom time to time as pertinent materials are 
published in THE VIRGER, I will reprint them zor our members use 
and inzormation also. This has been ok'd by the CEGV, and they 
also have the privilege oz publishing any o£ our materials that 
we send out to members. 

Enclosed this month, you will Iind: 
1/ OBITUARY o£ George Stuesser, zor whom prayers were 

asked during ' the INAUGURAL EUCHARIST in Nashville. 
21 REPRINT o£ Article, THE SWADDLING CLOTHES OF CHRIST by 

John Campbell, CEGV, and the lineage oz the Vergers at 
CARLISLE CATHEDRAL. 

3/ Inzormation 
NETWORK FOR 
( NNLP). 

and 
LAY 

Membership Form zor THE NATIONAL 
PROFESSIONALS IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

I attended the Second National Gathering o£ the NNLP in Dallas in 
December immediately a£ter our INAUGURAL CONFERENCE. Everyone 
there was very interested and excited about the development o£ 
the VGEC, and what we as vergers do, and why we are vergers. I 
wish to recommend to you, as Lay Prozessionals in the Church, 
that you and/or your church consider joining the NNLP. Our 
vocations as Lay Prozessionals in the Church are just beginning 
to be recognized as a very important part o£ the working oz the 
Church; and we, as Lay Prozessionals, must also support, and 
promote our work with/in/zor the Church. 

I have had some inquiries £rom vergers in Canada, and am hoping 
that we will begin to have some Canadian brethren as part o£ our 
zellowship. II you know oz vergers in Canada, please let me know 
so that I may contact them. 

Spring has sprung! Easter is just around the corner. I wish you 
a very Happy and Joyous Easter! God Bless You! and Peace be with 

y~g 

St. G•org•'• Epi•copal Church 
471' Harding Road - Na•hvill• TN 3720' - USA 



CHURCH TIMES 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 

VIRGER 
Applications for this vacancy are invited from confinned 
members of the Church of England aged 23-50 years. 
Applicants must have a good knowTedge of liturgical practice 
and be sympathetic to the needs of clergy and congregation. 
He/she must also be able to control and respond to visitors. 

Duties include attendance at services and non liturgical events, 
- many outside normal working hours; cleaning of chapels and 

sacristy duties. 

Rented accommodation available. Salary £7706. Contributory 
pension and sickness schemes available. Five day week, four 
weeks holiday in full year. 
The successful applicant would be required to commence duties 
before Easter. Apply, with CVand names and addresses of two 
referees to: 

The Vesturer, Cathedral House, II The Precincts, Canterbury, 
Kent CTI 2EH. 
Mark applications "Personal and Confidential". 

HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 
REQUIRES AN 

ASSIST ANT VERGER 
The Dean and Chapter wish to appoint a communicant member of the Church 
of England as one of a team of three vergers to help the expanding ministry of 
the Cathedral. Accommodation possibly available. Job desniption from. and 
applications in writing with full CV and names of 2 referees to: The Chapter 
Clerk. Cathedral Office, 5 College Cloisters, Hereford HR I 2NG by Friday 
16 February 1990. 

ALLHALLOWSBYTHETOWER 
CITY OF LONDON, EC3 

A new post as 

Assistant Verger 
to i.oin the, Head Verger as part of an 
active team of Clergy and Lay Staff 
in the Ministry of this historic City 
church. 
Responsibilities will include a share 
in the care and maintenance of a 
heavily . used building, guiding and 
welcommg.vtsttors.A genuine liking 
for people ts essential and an ability 
to get on with a wide variety of 
colleagues. 

Personal qualities are more 
important than experience and the 
post might suit someone wishing to 
begin a career as a Verger. 
Salary negotiable. No accom
modation available. · 
Please send full information to: 1lte 
Vicar, AU Halloovs by the Tower, 
Byward Street, Looclon EC3R 5BJ 



LAY PROFESSIONALS are lay people employed in the mission and ministry of the 
1· Episcopal Church who: 

1 . regard their work as \location•, as their response to God's call in their lives 

2. have acquired appropriate preparation and training for their work 

3. are committed to continuing education to improve skills and enhance 
performance 

4. hold themselves accountable to the particular institutional structure within 
which they work, and to the wider community of the faithful 

ALL FOR THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST, 
THROUGH THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 

TO THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. 

National Network of 
Lay Professionals in the Episcopal Church 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

The National Network of Lay Professionals in the Episcopal Church exists to 
develop a national support system for lay people employed in the ministry of the 
Episcopal Church. 

This iincludes: 

+ identifying issues of primary concern to lay professionals (LPs) and taking 
appropriate action in connection with those issues; 

+ improving communications among LPs; 

+ consciousness-raising within the church concerning the mission and ministry of 
lay professionals; 

+ establishing a link with the Episcopal Church nationally to insure that the concerns 
of LPs are effectively heard and responded to by the church; 

+ providing consultation to and among LPs; 

+ finding ways to enhance job opportunities, job effectiveness, and career development 
for LPs; 

+ gaining recognition for LPs and their work, and seeking economic justice in their 
employment; 

+ and in any other appropriate way, providing support to, and a framework fOr mutual 
support among Lay Professionals. 

4{1/88 



What organization includes vergers, bishops executive secretaries, organists, dincesan [mance officers, members of religious orders, 
church camp and conference center directors, parish administrators, soup kitchen coordinators, seminary professors, lay evangelists, 
church secretaries, directors of religious education, pastoral assistants ... and more? 

THE NATIONAL NETWORK FOR LAY PROFESSIONALS 
IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

LAY PROFESSIONALS are lay people employed in the mission and ministry of the Episcopal Church who: 
1. regard their work as "vocation as their response to God's call in their lives · - --
2. have acquired approwiate preparation and training for their work 
3. are committed to continuing education to improve skills and enhance performance 
4. hold themselves accountable to the particular institutional structure within which they work, and to 

the wider community of the faithful 
ALL FOR THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST, 

THROUGH THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 
TO THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. 

Adopted December 3, 1989 

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL NETWORK FOR LAY PROFESSIONALS? 
The National Network For Lay Professionals exists to develop a national support system for Jay people employed in the 

ministry of the Episcopal Church. (Full text included in January 1990 issue 'callings'.) 

Membership benefits: 
- 'callings', three issue per year news-link - features, profiles, resources 
- bi-monthly newsletter - news, job listings, training opportunities 
- member rates at annual conferences 
- new friends and colleagues, professional support 
-inclusion in The Lay Leadership Directory 

Annual Dues 1990 • 
Student/Retired/Unemployed/Member of Religious Order 
Individual Membership 
Contributing Member 
Institutional Membership (up to four individuals) 
Sponsor 

*Scholarship assistance available to all - ask for details. 

$ 15.00 
$ 50.00 
$ 50.00 to 100.00 
$ 175.00 
$ 100.00 or 

I WOULD LIKE TO BE A MEMBER/SPONSOR OF THE NATIONAL NETWORK FOR LAY PROFESSIONALS 
IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH: 

NAME=---------------------------------

POSITION: _____________________________ _ 

OFFICE~ROGRAM: ------------------------------------
ADDRESS: _____________________________ _ 

CITY: ______________ STATE:. _________ ZIP: ____ _ 

TELEPHONE: Work ( ) ____________ Home ( ) -----------

ENCLOSED IS ----- FOR A ________ MEMBERSHIP 

(Please make checks payable to St. John's Church, Olympia and marked for NNLP.) 

I AM A NEW MEMBER ---- I AM A PRE-CHARTER MEMBER __ _ 

NATIONAL NETWORK FOR LAY PROFESSIONALS IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
2401 BRISTOL CT. S. W., OLYMPIA WA 98502 
Ruth Schmidt, Executive Director (206) 352-1127 

SENT BY VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

W~ll~~ Gleason, P~es~dent 

1/90 



T H E V I R G E R 

The Church of England Guild of Vergers 
Issue #171 - Spring 1990 

We have just passed through one of the busiest times of the 
-·· Christian year, and you like me, will have had many 

I 

preparations to deal with, not least with the fabric of 
liturgy. Time and time again we hear our colleagues talking 
about such things. Indeed here at Carlisle [Cathedral, in 
Carlisle, England], we await the delivery of a set of three 
copes to be worn by the sacred ministers at our 10:30 
Eucharist on a Sunday, and together with our Canon Treasurer 
have spent many hours on their design. A visit to any Guild 
event will reveal a splendid array of colour and design: 
plain black gowns, trimmed and untrimmed, with or without 
tassels with or without sleeves, so and so forth . Many are 
the combinations, and, in a way it is a very impressive sight 
to behold. But what of this ostentatious way of presenting 
ourselves for public worship. Is it not far removed from the 
dress of our Lord ? Think of his first clothes, the clothes 
his dear mother dressed him in; he was wrapped in rags, torn 
and tattered cloths. Such were the clothes that she wrapped 
him in. His clothes were the very badge of humility. How 
far we are from his humble dress. We far too often forget 
his poor ragged swaddling-clothes; and sometimes with our 
perceptions of perfectness, our garments are a witness 
against us, and only show off our follies and vanities. 

There should be no shame in the neatness of apparel, for as 
John Wesley puts it, "Let it be observed, that slovenliness 
is no part of religion; no text of scripture condemns the 
neatness of apparel. Certainly this is a duty, not a sin. 
"Cleanliness is, indeed next to godliness." But, at the same 
time it might do us well to heed the words of the Reverend 
Samuel Wesley, "Neat but not gaudy, will true critics 
please. " 

We as vergers have inherited a great traditional dress. Let 
us not fall into a trap of over embellishment; let it not be 
said of us, as it was of a nineteenth century predecessor of 
mine: 

"But passing all the rest by far, 
in most majestic mien, 

Is Mr Watson, who doth bear 
the verge before the Dean . 

In robes of velvet , gorgeous, rich 
as daily may be seen, 

that folks can scarce discover which 
of these two is the Dean." 

<James Walter Brown - "Round Carlisle Cross" - 1922> 
[Note Mr. Watson's tenure in Nov 1871 on other side] 

John Campbell 
Head Verger-Carlisle Cathedral 
January 1990 
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CANTERBURY TALES - •The Parson's Tale: Thoughts on George Stuesser• 
by the Reverend Dale Coleman, Rector, 
St. Thomas of Canterbury Episcopal Church, Greendale, Wisconsin 

On Saturday morning, October 14, George Stuesser lost his long 
bout with cancer. His goal, which vas so typical of George, was to 
be part of the liturgy on September 17 at 8 a.m. when Bishop White 
would be visiting. George vas very proud, and rightly so, of being 
our first verger, and perhaps the first verger in Wiscons~n. He was 
made verger a few years ago to commemorate his unique role at St. 
Thomas of Canterbury, a role of being our patriarch, of knowing and 
sharing the basic •story• of our church, of being our all-round handy 
man and maintenance man, of being an intense caregiver to the building 
and grounds and the people of St. Thomas of Canterbury. 

George and I planned his funeral a few days before his death, having 
been prodded to do so by his daughter, Mary Ann, shortly before, and 
he decided he wanted hymns sung which his friends and family from 
various Church backgrounds would be able to sing . We therefore sang 
•Rock of Ages• and •A Mighty Fortress•, the latter signifying George's 
past involvement in the Wisconsin Synod Lutheran Church <something my 
wife shared with George). He requested our use of the 23rd Psalm and 
agreed to my suggestion that we read the 14th Chapter of St. John's 
Gospel which begins, •In my Father's house are many mansions, • and 
closes with Jesus saying: •I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Ho 
man cometh unto the Father but by me. • He also always had wished to 
have his close friend and former priest. Fr. Jim Kaestner, preach on 
the celebration of the Resurrection, which is the theme of every 
Episcopal funeral. George's last decision was to be buried in his 
beautiful verger's robe, which had been presented to him by the parish. 
All these wishes were carried out. 

I noted on Sunday, October 15 in my sermon, what I considered 
George's supreme virtues to be. Certainly his love of the parish and 
of the beauty of the grounds ; his practical friendship with many of 
the children of St. Thomas. In a number of discussions with George, I 
was struck by his deep gratitude to God for his many blessings and for 
helping him through some very difficult moments in his life. His 
greatest blessing, of course, vas Ingrid, and George vas moved 
momentarily to tears once as he privately told me of how much her love 
meant to him. <All of us vho are married have much to learn from 
their understanding of Christian marriage. > I did not leave out some 
chinks in George's armor in my remarks. He could be cantankerous, 
argumentative and stubborn. When I pointed that out to him once 
following a long dispute, his reply vas simply, •That makes two of us.• 



I liked the fact that he didn't deny it. Also, he tended to fix 
everything and to oppose buying anything new because he could fix 
stuff. This drove me nuts, however, I didn ' t go through the Depression. 

The funeral service was all George asked for. We filled the church 
with family, friends and parishioners. It was a delight to meet 
George's friends from so many different walks of life. I think the 
service vas so joyful in part because of George's faith . He knew he 
was a sinner saved by grace. We thank God for his life and witness. 
We are better people because of our having known him. 

-- Fr. Dale + 


