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VERGERS GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
NEWS & INFORMATION 

May 1988 

This is the first in what I hope will be a continuing series 
of NEWSLETTERS/BULLETINS/INFORMATION SHEETS of this fledgling 
organization. I hope each and every one of you will send to 
me materials to share with each other. 

I thank each of you that has sent me your application for 
m~mb~~ship in the Chu~ch of England Guild of Vergers <CEGV> 
and any contribution to begin this organization. Those of 
your that do not wish to join the CEGV, but do wish to belong 
to this new organization, that is perfectly acceptable. 
Please send back the invoice to me , crossing out the CEGV 
dues part, and just adding whatever small contribution you 
wish for this VERGERS GUILD. 

I have tentatively selected the title VERGERS GUILD OF THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH for a couple of reasons. A number of 
returns to that ballot have checked it off; and if you look 
at the acronym of the title, VGEC, it is just backwards of 
the CEGV acronym. <Thank you, Kent Wingerson, of Grace 
Cathedral, Topeka KS, for pointing that out to me. > 

I have tried to include a variety of items in this first 
issue: Cartoon, newspaper clippings, a short story, a USA 
Verger photo, and a "Do You Know?" section. <Thank you, Tom 
Huntley, of St. Mark's Cathedral, Seattle WA, for suggesting 
the short story to me. ><Thank you, Raleigh Rollason, of 
Trinity Cathedral, Miami FL, for asking the question of the 
CEGV about the meaning of different words. That got me 
started on the "Do You Know?" list.> 

I look forward to continuing to receive your memberships. I 
thank you all for the good notes; thoughts, best wishes that 
you have sent this way. Anyone that would like to help in 
putting ~ogether this newsletter on a regular_basis, or help 
in any other way, please let me know. 

· William H Gleason 

ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH 
NAIHVlLLI TN 3720~ 

471~ HARDING ROAD 
-· &1~·315•21!0 3 
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"Hymns and psalms, Mr. verger -just hymns and psalms-" 
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FRONT-LINE MINISTRY 
IT is just ten y1ears ago s'ince 

Westminster Abbey appointed 
its first woman verger. Mrs. 
Maureen Jupp had to prove at her 
interview that she was physically 
tough enough to do the job as well 
as a man by carrying one of the 
tall oak candlesticks across the 
church. It was quite a test. I 
have tried lifting one of them my
self and know how heavy they are. 

Mrs. Jupp's qualifications, she told 
me, were those of .. an ordinary 
housewife with a love of God, a love 
of the Chutch and a love of history." 
It was her husband who saw the 
Abbey's advertisement for a verger 
and suggested she applied. She is 
now Sub-Sacrist, Canons' Verger, and 
number two in the hierarchy of eight. 
All the other vergers a:re still men. 

From the beginning she took her 
place amon-g her male colleagues on 
an equal basis. even sharing the same 
changing-room. She had her cassocks 
made by the same eccl!!siastical· taBor 

. (the first .time· they had ever mea
sured a woman, :·and ·to this day she. 
is uncomfortable because they have 
never learned about bust darts). She 
worked the same shifts, took her 
turn at all the duties, and never 
shirked any heavy -lifting· or carrying. 
Like so many women breaking new 
ground, s.he had to set her standards 
twice as high as most men. 

Until she was .promoted to her pre
sent rank she took her tum at open
ing the Abbey at 7 a.m., unlocking 
all the doors, and checking the lights 
and the burning votive lamps and 
that everything had been properly 
laid out the previous evening .rea-dy 
for the early eight o'clock celebra
tion. Most mornings in term-time a 
theological student frorri London 
University would come to serve - at 
the Eucharist~ but, if one was not 
available, Mrs. Jupp would then. as 
duty verger, serve the priest herself. 

All that was just the preliminary to 
a long day's work spent on her feet 
doing the myriad jobs that the house
keeping of a great church entails
and, whenever any of those duties 
were not occupying her, talking to 

some of the Abbey's four million 
visitors who came through the doors 
in the course of a year and taking 
groups of them round the building 
to tell them of its history and mean
ing. 

It was the habit of all the vergers 
constantly to be checking each other's 
work .that Mrs. Jupp found one of 
the hardest things to get used to. 
But accuracy and .precision are essen
tial for the smooth running of a great 

...... -;• . 
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church where ceremonial is the order 
of the day. If t•he vergers don't get 
the details right, no one else is likely 
to. Anyone with intima.te knowledge 
of a cathedra-l or a royal oburoh like 
the Abbey wiH know~an<i somet•imes 
watoh with amusement-the subtle 

· · ways in which a verger wiH .puSJh the 
clergy ·into posi-tion and make SUJI"e 
everyone does the right thing at the 
right moment. \ · 

Five or six vergers are on at any 
one time, and almost the full com
plement at tlhe big festiva·l services 
like the recent launching of the 
Church Urban Fund. M-rs. Jupp, as 
Canons' Verger, precedes -~he canons 
in .processions carrying her wand. 
During the busy seasons t•here can 
be two or three such services a week: 
and the only slack mont•h from t•hat 
point of view is August-except that 
the A:bbey is more fiNed with tourists 
than ever. 

The not-qui•te-S'lloh-1hectic months 
during the winter give Mrs. Jupp tJhe 

chance to catch up wi.bh some of her 
longer-term responsibi·lities. The 
Sacrist -is one of t!he clergy, but it is 
Mrs. Jupp as Suib-Sacristt who ac~uaUy 
does the practical work of the 
sacristy-ta!k.ing ca-re O'f t'he . royal 
co1leotion of vestments (some of 
which date back to Charles Itn, cxf 
the priceless altar hangings and of 
the ohur.ch ;plate (the earliest piece 
made .in 1571), vvmioh onlo/ the 
vergers are a-Llowed to olean (under 
her ruperv~ion). 

She has set up tth~ Guild of St. 
Fai·tih, no~ number-ing about thirty 
voLunteers who are all skilled needle
women, to maintain and repair the 
Abbey's vestments and ·linen and to 
make new opieces. They made three 
copes for the wedding of the Duke 
and Duchess Olf York, and are about 
to embark on new c·JShions for .the 
royaJ. stalls. Ratlher differrenttly, Mrs. 
J upp a-lso runs t!he Society o.f the 
Lady of the Pew, which observes a 
daily office and mtercession list an<i 
meets once a rnoot•h -to pray for al•l 
those for whom t·heir intercessions 
have •been requef.ted-,often by 
v-isitors tto tihe Abbey. · 

lt came as no surprise to me when 
Mrs. Ju.pp told me she is a tertiar-y 
of t-he Order of f!he Holy .Paraclete, 
the nuns of Whi·tby. ·When we met 

· she had just ·returned from a retreat 
in a mon-astery in Hampshire: and it · 
was clear almost from •the beginning 
of our conversation llhat her work in 
Westminster Abbey is a matter of 
vocattion. · 

She speaks with }OtVe Olf those 
millions who come to the Abbey
not tourists, she insis·1s, but pi·logrims. 
Her hope is to he1p them find some
thing of woot t-hey a-re -looking for. 
As she talks with passion about the 
Abbey, she is fultl of stories whiah 
i-llustrate the Ohristian fa:itJh. 

As a verger, S!he ~ conscious of 
being in the Church's front line 
speaking to over two hundred peopl~ 
a day. l'here are tho:;e, SJhe tol<i me, 
who have .tried to rersuade 1her to 
become a deacon and work in a 
pa.rish. What nonsense! She has 
unique giHs, and they are f.ull·y used 
in her present ministr:'. ~ ·· 





A Glorious Sound 
The famectchoristers of St. Paul's 

Cathedral, London, in their first ap
pearance in Washington, D.C., sang a 
soldout evening concert in the Cathe
dral of Saints Peter and Paul recently, 
as a benefit for the latter's own re
nowned Cathedral Choral Society. It 

. was the third in the annual series fea
turing British choirs that began with 
Canterbury Cathedral and King's Col
lege, Cambridge, and next season will 
bring the choir of Westminster Abbey. 

The program opened with Herbert 
Howell's "Te Deum" (from the .. Colle
gium Regale") and closed with Parry's 
coronation anthem, "I was glad" 
(Psalm 122). It included Howell's 
poignant "Take him, earth, for cher
ishing," composed in memory of the 
late President John Kennedy; Vaughan 
Williams' "Mass in G Minor" and 
other 20th century works. 

On tour with the singers were Chris
topher Dearnley, organist at St. Paul's 
since 1968 and director of its music; 
sub-organist and assistant director 
John Scott; Canon Graham Rout
ledge, and London's former Lord 
Mayor Sir Alan Traill. 

St. Paul's and its music have a long 
history. There has be.en a cathedral 
church on this site since 604 A.D., the · 
first of ·five. The boy choristers and 
choir school date from 1127, when 
Bishop Richard Belmeis arranged for 
poor boys in need of alms (" almonry 
boys") to sing tlie services. By 1263 a 
canon almoner was in charge of the 
eight boys_, six lay clerks and 12 minor 
canons who also had choral duties, of
ten deputized to junior clergy called 
vicars choral. By the 14th century a 
house was provided for former choir
boys "after they had changed their 
voices," and the vicars choral were 
drawn entirely from the laity. 

On a visitation in 1598, Bishop 
Bancroft complained about their be
havior: "Great indecency in prayer 
time . . . leaning on elbows, talking 
and sleeping . . . to the scandal of the 
church." There were then only six vic
ars choral, with one doubling as or
ganist, but things improved, and in 
the ensuing years they have included 
some notable names: Thomas Morley, 
Adrian Batten, John Blow, Jeremiah 
Clarke, Thomas Attwood. 

The break with -Rome had caused 
little change in the music, for though 
the liturgy was in English, the Latin 
choral settings continued. But later 
Puritan influences silenced the organ 

and reduced the singers. 
During the Civil War in the 17th 

century the dissenters tried to pull 
down the organ and the only music 
was unaccompanied congregational 
singing of metrical psalms, so at the 
Restoration there was a dearth of 
trained singers. 

But the choir books were miracu
·lously saved in the Great Fire of the 
17th century, and when Wren's mag
nificent new cathedral opened for 
worship, the first service featured a 
"Jubilate" and "Te Deum" by Henry 
Purcell. Handel was a frequent per
former on the cathedral organ, and its 
choir sang his grand oratorios. The 
19th century saw a decline in the mu
sic and barely a dozen choirboys, but 
one of them was John Stainer. He later 
became organist/choirmaster, en
larged the choir and set the standards 
still in use. 

Today 30 boys and eight probation
ers are enrolled, aged eight to 13, from 
some 50 applicants at voice trials held 
three times a year. The 18 vicars cho
ral are all full time professional musi
cians selected for vocal ability and fa
cility in sight-reading. Asked about the 
effects of recent liturgical revision, Mr. 
Dearnley said the new rites are used on 
occasion, with full choral settings, but 
the 1662 Prayer Book is still the norm. 

The choirboys' schedule comprises a 
rigorous seven-day week. They rise at 
seven, with instrument practice (for 
their own orchestra) until breakfast, 
followed by choir rehearsal, lessons, 
lunch and rest; more lessons, a tea 
break, choir practice, and daily Even
song at five; then early supper and 
lights out by nine. 

On Sundays they are in choir for 
three hours, for Matins, Eucharist and 
Evensong, plus two rehearsals, with 
special music at festival seasons and 
for special events like the royal wed
ding in 1981. On the Sundays in July 
they sing the service to the great classi
cal mass settings, with full orchestra. 

DoROTHY MILLS PARKER 

©1988 Morton 

Cathedral verger John Kraus points out statut 
St. Paul at Washington Cathedral to choirb 
from St. Paul's, London, prior to recent cone 
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THERE had been a christening that afternoon at StPeter's, Neville . -.·rr.~. ·f.:. 
Square, and Albert Edward Foreman still wore his verger's gown. -~1: 
He kept his new one, its folds as full and stiff as though it were .. ~;tR· 
made not of alpaca but of perennial bronze, for funerals and ·· · rt· 

weddings (StPeter's, Neville Square, was a church much favoured ~: i~~; 
by the fashionable for these ceremonies) and no:v he wore only ·.·_' . .r~. :d, .. ,'. 
his second-best. He wore it with complacence, for 1t was the digni-· ~"" 
fied symbol of his office, and without it (when he took it off to go · ·::· ,~~~ 
home) he had the disconcerting sensation of being somewhat _'.!'1;, 
insufficiently clad. He to~k pains with

1
it ;hhedpbressed it and irfonhe_d ? .. J.~.~~-· · 

it himself. During the siXteen years 1e a een verger o t ts --, 
church he had had a succession of such gowns, but he had never · \.;~~: 

~ · .~. ~ 
cover on the marble font, taking away a chair that had been . - ~•v ·i :~:-: · 

' ': :~Jal~~ •. 

brought for an infirm old lady, and waited for the vicar to have ·:;;·!~~l :~"f: · 
finished in the vestry so that he could tidy up in there and go · ·:}.~.i~~. J{::: · 
home. Presently he saw him walk across the chancel, genuflect in -7~1•.. ·h;· 

. front of the high altar, and come down the aisle; but he still wore · -. :,'.~:=£} j( .•· 
·his cassock. : . . ·. . . . ~. . . , .· . . ; · - . .· .·' >'t}~~t· ~/ 
, 'W~a,t'sknhe 'anging about f~r?' the. verger said to himself. · _;._~~11t ;W · 
Don t e ow I want my tea? · : ·:i.:-~;;· '!J : 

The vicar had been but recently appointed, a red-faced energetic ·,.' ;tl~tt£ :1~:: . 
man in the early forti~, and Albert Edward still regretted his · .;;~:~~ it:~.: 
predecessor, a clergyman of the old school who preached leisurely '\;f~~ ~:·~~ 
sermons in a silvery voice and dined out a great deal with his more .-:~~~l fs< . 
aristocratic parishioners. He liked things in church to be just so, :~;~~~ 'XF 
but he never fussed; he was not like this new man who wanted to ;~?~~~·~ f}- ,. 
have his finger in ·every pie. But Albert Edward was tolerant. St ·':·:q~y .-;: ·. 
Peter's was in a very good neighbourhood and the parishioners :\~, . . 

~~ ~~~~~~~~~~;;[:.~~~~x~t~~~;i~ J':~o~~~~m:i~ ~''~' t;. 
the discreet ways of his fashionable congregation. · ';:f.~it·; (~;> ·· 
. · 'All this 'ustle,' said Albert Edward. 'But give. 'im time, he'll -~·j~~~: :~, :·.- .. 
learn.' · ' . , · . . . . · . · ·.. .~ . · · · · .. · . . . · ·: · .. ·. . · '·;;: <~If.¥:~:· '.!:. · 
· . When the vicar had walked down the aisle so far that he could ; ··· .~;,· - · 

. address the verger without raising his voice more truin was pe- ~:+~~~ .. ~-. . 1 . . . ,.·.:·':.!'l.' 

. conung m a p ace of worship he stopped. ; . , . · :' , _· ~.- .~ · .· : · - ~t.: :)~~,~~:S~~~) 
264 ·: ·· ~: ::). :!~~~Ji ~,._ 
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of a retired ambassador. He was tall, spare, grave, and <lignified. 
He looked, if not like a duke, at least like an actor of the old 
school who specialized in dukes' parts. He had tact, firmness, and 
self-assurance. His character was unimpeachable. 

The vicar began briskly. : · 
'Foreman, we've gotsomethingratherunpleasant to say to you. · 

You've been here a great many years and I think his lordship and 
the general agree·with me that you've fulfilled the duties of your 
office to the satisfaction of everybody concerned.' 

The two churchwardens nodded. '· 
'But a most extraordinary circumstance came to my knowledge 

the other day and I felt it my duty to impart it to the church· 
wardens. I discovered to my astonishment that you could neither 
read nor write.' · 

The verger's face betrayed no sign of embarrassment. 
'The last vicar knew that, sir,' he replied. 'He said it didn't 

make no difference. He always said there was a great deal too 
much education in the world.for 'is taste.' 

. 'It's the·most amazing thi:llg I ever heard,' cried the general. 
'Do you mean to say that you've been verger of this church for 
sixteen years and never learned to read or write 1' . · 

· 'I went into service when I was twelve, sir. The cook in the first 
place tried to teach me once, but I didn't seem to 'ave the knack 
for it, and then what with one thing and another I never seemed 
to 'ave the time. I've never really found the want of it. I think a lot 
of these young fellows waste a rare lot of time readin' when they 
might be doin' something useful.' .. 

'But don't you want to know the news?' said the other church .. 
warden. 'Don't you ever want to write a letter?' 

'No, me lord, I seem to manage very well without. And of 
late years now they've all these pictures in the papers I get to know 
what's go in' on pretty well. Me wife's quite a scholar and if I want 
to write a letter she writes it for me. Ifs not as if I was a bettin' 
man.' · . . . : . . . . 

The two churchwardens gave the viCa.r a troubled glance and 
then looked down at the table. 

~ -.. :~' 
; .... -.· 

, :~1~~ 

;:.~i.: 
. ~- --.. ~{ ·: ~ ·• 

--"' ~- .. 
. :·,.; ·t·t~· - : ,' . 

'Well, Foreman, I've talked the matter over with these gent!~ 
·men and they quite agree with me that the situation is impossible. :-:~::Hi .. 

. At a church like St Peter's, Neville Square, we cannot have a · 
verger who can neither read nor write.' ,, :· ,: .. <:/§r. 

Albert Edward's thin, sallow face reddened and he· moved un- ~· .: ::~:~l 
easily on his feet, but he made no reply. . ,1·>· : :· ·}·ti1,•':· · 

• . , ·~·i)l"' ~ . . 
'Understand me, Foreman, I have no complaint to make against :. :;: :~=:i-:-.:~:: . 

you. You do your work quite satisfactorily; I have the highest _: .. :·:~:t~~}It { 
266 
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THE VERGER 

opinion both of your character and of your capacity; but we 
haven't the right to take the risk of some accident that might . 
happen owing to your lamentable ignorance. It's a matter of 
prudence as well as of principle.' · 

'But couldn't you learn, Foreman?' asked the· general. 
'No, sir, I'm afraid I couldn't, not now. You see, I'm ~ot as 

young as I was and if I couldn't seem able to get the letters In n:e 
'ead when I was a nipper I don't th.ink there's much chance of It 
now.' 

'\Ve don't want to be harsh with you, Foreman,' said the vicar. 
'But the churchwardens and I have quite made up our minds. 
We'll give you three months and if at the end of that time 'you 
cannot read and write I'm afraid you'll have to go.' 

Albert Edward had never liked the new vicar. He'd said from 
the beginning that they'd made a mistake when they gave him St 
Peter's. He wasn't the type of man they wanted with a classy con .. 
gregation like that. And now he straightened himself a little. He 
knew his value and he wasn't going to allow himself to be put upon . 

'I'm very sorr;, sir, I'm afraid it's no good. I'm. too old a d?~ 
to learn new tricks. I've lived a good many years w1thout k.nowm . 
'ow to read and write, and without wishin' to praise myself, self
praise is no recommendation, I don't ·mind sayin' I'v~ done my 
duty in that state of life in which it 'as pleased a merc1ful prov1 .. 
dence to place me,·· and if I could learn now I don't know as I'd 
want to.' 

'In. that case, Foreman, I'm afraid you must go.' 
'Yes sir I quite understand. I shall be 'appy to 'and in my 

) , , 
resignation as soon as you've found somebody to take my place. 

But when Albert Edward with his usual politeness had closed 
the church door behind the vicar and the two churchwardens he 
could not sustain the air of unruffled dignity with which he had 
borne the blow inflicted upon him and his lips quivered. He 
walked slowly back to the vestry and hung up on its proper peg 
his verger's gown. He sig4ed as he thought of all the grand 
funerals and smart weddings it had seen. He tidied everything up, 
put on his coat, and hat. in hand walked down the aisle. He 
locked the church door behind him. He strolled across the square, 
but deep in his sad thoughts he did not take the street that led · 
him home, where a nice strong cup of tea awaited him; he took 
the wrong turning. He walked slowly along. His heart was heavy. 
He did not know what he should do with himself. He did not 
fancy · the notion of going back to domestic service; after being 
his own· master for so many years, for the vicar and church .. 
wardens could say what they liked, it was he that had run St 
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Peter's, Neville Square, ·he could scarcely demean himself by 
accepting a situation. He· had saved a tidy sum, but not enough to 
live on without doing something, and life seemed to cost more 
every year. He had never thought to be troubled with such ques
tions. The vergers of St Peter~s, like the popes of Rome, were 
there for life. He had often thought of the pleasant reference the 
vicar would make in his sermon at evensong the first Sunday after 
his death to the long and faithful service, and the exemplary 
character of their late verger, Albert Edward Foreman. He sighed 
deeply. Albert Edward was a non-smoker and a total abstainer, 
but with a certain latitude; that is to say he liked a glass of beer 
with his dinper and when he was tired he enjoyed a cigarette. It 
occurred to him now that one would comfort him and since he 
did not carry them he looked about him for a shop where· he 
could buy a packet of Gold Flakes. He did not at once see one 
and walked on a little. It was a long street, with all sorts of shops in 

. ' ~ . 
, .~ I 

. ~: 1 

. .· ~r~·· 

:;.::· ~~ 
· .; .... 

it, but there was not a single one where you could buy cigarettes. ·~: "·-'-' 
'That's strange,' said Albert Edward. <~·~{i 1 

noT~0~~:~~th~~v~;~~~du~~e1~~:~a;:~~~~~~h~~ =~ :~J~ .. 
do~ . ~ 

'I can't be the only man as walks along this street and wants a < ·i·.{ 
fag,' he said. 'I shouldn't wonder but what a fellow might do very '-'· 
well with a little shop here. Tobacco and sweets, you know.' : :·:2:{}· 

He gave a sudden start. ·; : .. ;~~~-

~0~T1~:~; ::~~i:.?e said. 'Strange 'ow things come to you when .. · .. ~·~) _::~,: 
He turned, walked home, and had his tea. -. >.~~!~~ ., 

. . :;,~u~,~i~:n~a~ afternoon, Albert,_'. his wife remarked. ~· .';:~ . .. 

he ~:~~~~:~~~:trr:::t:!r~~ ;;~d 1~~~}~~~~: ]~~~ ~h~:~~ ... :.:;:~~~: 
let that looked as though it would exactly suit him. Twenty-four · .. ::··t£tit 
hours later he had taken it, and when a month after that he left · ·>·i.~(;{; . 
St Peter's, Neville Square,' for ever, Albert Edward Foreman set' · .~~f~ · 
up in business as a tobacconist and newsagent. His wife said it · · 
was a dreadful come-down after being verger of St Peter's, but he -~ 
answered that you had to move with the times, the church wasn't .. :::~!; .. 
what it was, and 'enceforward he was go.ing to render unto Caesar · :-:. ;·:;~::.~;:; 
what was Caesar's. Albert Edward did very weli.·He did so well · .. /·§~i~ ,,. 
that in a year or so it struck him that he might take a second shop :: c:.~,t~; 
and put a manager in. He looked for another long stree~ that · ... ·: ;:~·t;;w '. : ~ 
hadn't got a tobacconist in it and when he found it, and a shop to ·.';:-{;~;·~ . 0(: 
let, took it and stocked it. This was a success too. Then it occurred :.'. '·{)~,~:.;· .'! :·: 
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to him that if he could run two he could run half a dozen, so he . 
began walking about London, and whenever he found a long 
. street that had no tobacconist and a shop to let he took it. In the 
course of ten years he had acquired no less than ten shops and he 
was making money hand over fist. He went round to all of them 
himself every Monday, collected the week's takings, and took 
them to the banlc 

One morning when he was there paying in a bundle of notes 
and a heavy bag of silver the cashier told him that the manager 
would like to see him. He was shown into an office and the 
manager shook hands with him. 

'Mr Foreman,.! wanted to have a talk to you about the money 
you've got on deposit with us. D'you know exactly how much it 
is?' . . 

'N9t within a pound or two, sir; but I've got a pretty rough 
idea.' . 

'Apart from what you paid in this morJ.!ing it's a little over 
thirty thousand pounds. That's a very large sum to have on 
deposit and I should have thought you'd do better to invest it.' 

'I wouldn't want to take no risk, sir. I know it's safe in the 
bank.' 

'You needn't have the least anxiety. We'll ~e you out a list 
of absolutely gilt-edged securities. They'll bring you in a better 
rate of interest than we can possibly afford to give you.' . 

A troubled look settled on Mr Foreman's distinguished face. 
'I've never 'ad anything to do with stocks and shares and Td 
.'ave to leave it all in your 'ands,' he said. . . . 

The manager smiled. 'We'll do everything. All you'll have to do 
next time you come in is just to sign the transfers.' · . 

'I could do that all right,' ~aid Albert uncertainly. 'But 'ow 
should I know what I was signin'?' . . · · 

'I suppose you can read,' said the manager a trifle sharply. 
Mr Foreman gave him a disarming smile. · · · 
'Well, sir, that's just it. I can't. I know it sounds funny-like . ' 

but there it is, I can't read or write, only me name, an' I onl; 
learnt to do that when I went into business.' 

. The manager was so surprised that he jumped up from ills chair. 
'That's the most extraordinary thing I ever heard.' . . 

.· 'You see, it's like this, sir, I never 'ad the opportunity until. 
It was too late and then some' ow I wouldn't. I got obstinate-like.' 

The manager stared at him as though he wen~ a prehistoric 
monster. . . . . . , .· . . . , . . . . .. . . . . 

'-'?-nd do you mean to say that you've built up this imp~-rtant. ~ ·- · · 
~~smess and· amassed a fortune of thirty thousand pounds without ·· .. : · .. · 
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being ab1e to read or write? Good God, man, what would you be _, . : :~~ _ 
- now if you had been able to?' ,. ,, -· · · :;, .;.:_;;~ 

.,I can tell you that, sir,' said Mr Foreman, a little smile on his ._ .;~~ 
still aristocratic features. 'I'd be -verger of St Peter's, Neville · , · \> ·:- .~~--
Square.' · .; ... --. ~ _. . . -, . . .. .. . :: __ ;·~~-
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DO YOU KNOW ? 

ACOLYTE 

APPARITOR 

BEADLE 

CANON 

DOORKEEPER 

FOSSOR 

MINOR CANON 

MINOR ORDERS 

OSTIARIUS 

PARISH CLERK 

PORTER 

PRECENTOR 

SACRISTAN 

SEXTON 

SUCCENTOR 

VERGER 

VIRGER 

Do you know what the definition of these terms are according 
to THE OXFORD DICTIONARY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. Are any of 
these terms new to you ? Look on the back of this page for 
the meaning, usage, and/or derivation of the word! . 
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J\.l-UL:X .1.1!.. lOe ~CUJIIU v• ..., ... '"" 
Orders of the Latin Church. The acolyte is 
specially delegated to the service of the altar, 
assisting priest and deacon, and administering the 
Eucharist both inside aod outside Mass. Acolytes 
are first mentioned at •Rome in A.D. 251 aod about" 
this time were subjected to tlle regional "deacons, 
probably six to each region. In the early '•Ordines 
Romani' they have a multitude of duties including 
that of carrying the Eucharist. Gradually the 
•subdeacons and acolytes absorbed most of the 
functions of the other Minor Orders at Mass and 
Baptism. Some acolytes also became palace 
officers or secretaries to the Pope. The office of 
acolyte is also found in Africa in the time of St. 
•Cyprian but seldom elsewhere in the W. in the . 
early centuries. It is not known as a separate order 
in the E. The order may be conferred on a layman 
without his being_ admitted to the clerical state. 

APP ARITOR. An officer cboseu by an· ec
clesiastical judge to summon persons to appear 
before and to execute the orders aod decree, of, 
his co~. Wllcn apparitors bold their office b_Y 
patent, the judge cannot remove .~em at b.i3 
discretion. Their number and pnviltge3 were 
resrrictcd by a •canon (138) of 1603. They were 
also anciently called 'Summoners' or 'Sumners' • . 

BEADLE. In the Church of Scotland an official 
appointed by the •session to care. f~r the plac::e of 
worship and to perform other s1m!lar func_uon~. 
He is subject to the minister for d1rc:ct1on w h1s 
dut1es, and hence used freque~tly to be kn~wn as 
'the minister's man' . One of hts most conspicuous 
tasks is to bear the books to the pulpit before divine 
service ):x:gins. Io the newer branches of ~rcsby· 
terianism he is generally called by the amb1guous 
title 'church officer'. · 

CANON (ecclesiastical title). Though fi!st applied 
to all clergy on the ofi1cial sta.ff of a diocese (ex
cluding monks, private chaplaJas, &c.), the word 
was g.raduaUy limited to those _secular: clergy be
longing to a cathedral or coUcg1atc church. They 
had a share in the revenues of the Church and were 
bound to a common life there, though in the early 
Middle: Aies this was not very uniformly inter· 
preted. Before the lith _cent., a ~nonry was often 
consistent with tbe holding of pnvate property and 
periods of non-residence; but fro~ then onwards 
those: continuing to mamtam thts mode of life 
came to be known as 'secular canons' to dis
tinguish them from the • Augustinian or ·r~gular' 
canons (q.v.) who lived under a semJ-monasuc rule. 

'Residentiary canons' form the perman_eot 
salaried staff of a cathedral aod are responstblc 
for the maintenance of its services, f.abric, &c .. In 
the C of E they have the right of elecung or r~fustng 
to elect the Crown's nominee to a vacant eptscopal. 
sec: (but see Congi d' [lire). A 'nco-residentiary 
canon' (often 'honorary canon') is ~nc w~o ho_l~s 
an unsalaried post, which may entatl cenam pnvJ
Jeges aod responsibiuties. ·~ Mm_or cano~s· are 
clerics usually chosen for thetr abtlity to stog the 
services in a cathedral, and in general have no say 
in its government. See also Prebend and Pre
bendary. 

DOORKEEPER. The doorkeepers, or ostiarii, 
constituted the lowest of the • Minor Orders of the 
W. Church. Their functions, as stated in the 
• Pontifical, were similar to those of . the modern 
verger; in antiquity tbey were . particularly res
ponsible for excluding unauthonzed perso~s from 
attending tbe Eucharist. The or_der, wbtch was 
probably established at Rome d~nng the first half 
of the 3rd cent., is first attested. m a letter of Pope 
•Cornelius written in 251. It 1s no looger recog
nized in the E. Churches, though doorkecl?crs 

~ . ... - __ ,;~n~n ;., •t.~ r~non~ of •Laodicca 

'to dig'), grave-d.iggers. In very_ early umsu~n 
times they were regarded as infenor clergy, and In 
the latter part of the 4th aod earlier part of the 5th 
cents. became powerful corporations, with the 
management of the •catacombs in U1eir hands. 
They had power to sell grave-spaces, aod numerou.s 
inscriptions survive in which such sales are re
corded. Included in their corporations were the 
anim who adorned Christian tombs. Burial in 
the catacombs at Rome becoming impossible afler 
the fall of the city in 410, the inscr!ptions of the 
fossores virtually cease, but a chrorucle as late .a~ 
the 6th cent. includes them among the denc1. 
1l1ey were also called lecticarii from their habit of 
carrying the corpse on a /ectica ('bier'), as well as 
c:opiarae (probably from the Gk. ~eonor, 'labour'). 

MINOR CANON. A cleric attached to a 
cathedral or colle~oiate c))urcb to assist in the 
rendering of the da1ly service. He holds a position 
analogous to that of a •canon, but is not a 
.member of the •chapter. In cathedrals of the 
'Old Foundation' the Minor Canons are often 
known as 'Vicars Choral'. Originally the cor· 
poratioo of Minor Canons at •st. Paul's Cathedral 
consisted of 12 members, but by the 'St. Paul's 
Minor Canonries Act' (1840; 3 & 4 Viet. c. 113) · 
the number was reduced to six (two retaining the 
title of 'cardinal'). 

Mll'IOR ORDERS. The inferior degrees of the 
ministry, below the three • Major Orders of · 
•bishops, •priests, and •deacons, to which, in the 
past, the W. Church added •subdeacons. These 
last were formally placed among the major orders 
by Pope •Jnn~nt Ill in 1207; until then they were 
commonly reckoned as minor orders, as they stiU 

· are ia the E. Church. In theW. until 1972 there 
were four minor orders, viz. poners, •1ec10rs, 
•exorcists, and •acolytes. They are fust mentioned 
in a letter of Pope •Cornelius to Fabian of Antioch 
in 252. By the motu proprio 'Ministcria quaedam' 
of 1972 the minor orders, henceforth to be called 
'ministeria', were reduced to two, lectors and 
acolytes alone surviving. In the E., since the 
•Trullan Council of 692, lectors and cantors have 
survived, whereas the other three-porters, cxor· 
cists, and acolytes-have been merged in the sub
deaconate. 

The rite by which minor orders are conferred 
differs essentially from ordination to holy orders. 
In theW. it has remained in essentials as laid doy,n 
in the •Statuta Ecclcsiae Antiqua' (c. 450-500). 
It consists chiefly of a commission to exercise their 
office and the handing over of the •instruments. 
According to present RC usage they arc conferred 
by a bishop (or his delegate), b~t an abbot w_ho 
has received episcopal . bened1cuon or a maJOr 
religiou~ superior may confe~ them on his own 
subjects. Before 1972 the mmor orders had. be
come no more than transitory stages to the pnest
hood, but the order of acolyte and lector may· 
now be conferred on laymen. To these offices 
have be;:n assigned the former dudes of the sub
deacon (suppressed in 1972). 

OSTIARIUS. See Doorkeeper. 

PARISH CLERK. The church official, either a 
layman or in orden, but usually the former, 
who in England assists the priest, chiefly by 
making the responses of the congregation io the 
services, and sometimes in reading the epistle. 
He also helps in the general care of the church. 

· The office, which is known from the time of St. 
• Augustine of Canterbury, could be held only by 
men of some education. Until 1921 the office 
was freehold, but since then the parish clerk is 
appointed and dismissed by the incumbent and the 
_.Parochial Church Council acting jointly. In the 
old 'three-decker' pulpits, the lowest stage was 
assiwed to the cleric. 
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PRECENTOR. In *catbedrau, the cleric 
responsible for the direction of the choral services. 
In those of the 'Old Foundation' he is a member 
of the chapter who ranks next to the Dean, and 
commonly delegates his duties to a deputy known 
as the •succentor. In cathedrals of the 'New 
Foundation', however, his status is the lower one 
of •minor canon or chaplain. 

SACRISTAN. The term is used either (1) for a 
•sexton or (2), more commonly, for the sacrist or 
official who has charge of the contents of a church, 
esp. those used in Divine worship such as sacred 
vessels, vestmcats, &c. He may be in holy orders, 
as is usual in a cathedral, or a layman. 

SEXTON. Traditionally the sexton was the assis
tant of the •parish clerk. His principal dutic:.J 
consisted of cleaning the church fabric, ringing the 
bell and digging graves: he thus combined the 
ancient offices of •fossor, •doorkeeper and •sacris· 
tan. With the division of these duties the titie bas 
become obsolescent. The office may be held by a 
woman. The sexton is appointed by the minister 
and parochial church council, who determine the 

. . narurc of the duty and tenns or employment (can. 
E 3 of 1969). 

SUCCENTOR. In cathedral churches of the 'Old 
Foundation', the title usually given to the deputy 
of the •Precentor. He is l!t:nerally a •minor canon. 
At •York there are two Succentors, the: one sub
ject to the canons and the other the principal 
member of the corporation of vicars-choral. At 
• Lichfield the bolder of the office is called the 
'Subchanter'. 

VERGER. Strictly the official who carries a mace 
or 'verge' (Lat. virga) before a dignitary. Today 
the term is commonly used for one who takes care 
of the interior fabric of the church. In the •Sarum 
Rite tbe verger headed the procession. The form 
'virger', forn1erly also in general use, bas been 
occasionally revived in a few places. 

VIRGER. See Verger. 
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VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
USA Branch - Church ot England Guild of Verger• 

Membership in the VGEC only gives members 
a copy o£ the NEWS & INFORMATION BULLETIN 
when printed (2-3 time~ per year>, and a 
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY at the end o£ the 
year. 

Membership in the VGEC, combined 
membership in the CEGY, gives members 
o£ the above, plus a subscription to 
VIRGER <the quarterly magazine o£ 
CEGV>, and the opportunity to attend 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE o£ the CEOY. 

with 
all 
THE 
the 
the 

Dues £or the CEGV are currently US$20.00. 
Dues £or the VGEC have not been 
established yet. Any contribution is 
gladly accepted and appreciated. Please 
make checks payable to and send to: 

WILLIAM H GLEASON - VGEC 
St. George's Episcopal Church 
4715 Harding Road 
Nashville TN 37205 

615-385-2150 

VEROERI' GUILD OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
UIA lranah - Churoh ot lngland auild ot Y•r;•r• 

NAME ------------------------------------

TITLE ------------------------------------

CHURCH -----------------------------------

DIOCESE ----------------------------------

Church Addre•• ---------------------------

Home Addre•• -----------------------------

Church Telephcn• -------------------------

Hom• T•l•phone ---------------------------

Mailing Addr••• I pretera Church__ Home __ 
===============================:=====;==== 

Please accept my Application £or Member
ship into the VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPIS-
COPAL CHURCH £or <year) _________ • Enclosed 
please find my contribution o£ $ ________ _ 

or 

Please accept my Application £or Member
ship in the VERGERS' GUILD OF THE EPIS
COPAL CHURCH <VGEC> and THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND GUILD OF VERGERS <CEGV> £or 
<year> ______________ . Enclosed please 
find my dues o£ $20.00 £or the CEGV, and 
my contribution o£ $ ________ £or the VGEC, 
totaling $ ________ _ 
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